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PREFACE.

o

. It is not pretended that this work is a complete account of
Asiatic Turkey and Caucasia but only a compilation of the
information contained in the records to which the Compiler has

had access.

It is hoped that it will be much improved and added to
hercafter as more information becomes available.

C. M. MacGREGOR, Liest.-Col.,
Asstl. Quarter-Master-General.
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A.

ABARAN—Lat. Long. Elev.
A river of the district of Erivan in Russian Armenia, which flows into
the Aras River from the North. It is much drawn-upon for purposes of
irrigation.  (Chesney.)

ABARAN——Lat. Long. Elev.
A range of mountains in Ruseian Armenia. They are a north spur of the Alagaz
Mountains. During the three severest months of the winter, owing to the
intense cold and to the depth of the snaw, it is impassable. It is a favourite
cold-weather resort of the Kards and other wandcerers, who in the summer
geason are to be seen in every part of it, living in black tents and having
namerous flocks of sheep and goats. The difference of temperature between
the slopes of this mountain and the valley of the Ashtarak River below is
considerable, having when Morier visited it amounted to no less than 18°,
(Morier.) :

ABARAN—Lat. Long. ‘Elev.
A small town in Russian Armenia, on the south slope of the Alagaz Mountains,
30 miles north-west of Erivan. It lies near the left bank of a considerable
stream of the same name which rises in the Alagaz Mountains and flows
towards the Aras. The valley of the Ab&rin was the scene of the last gallant
struggle of Colonel Montresor of the Russian army, who was here over-
taken by Pir Koli Khan with 6,000 horse in the attempt to open commu-
nication between Erivan and Kira Kilisia and after a desperate struggle slain
with nearly all the Russians with him. Lumsden says Abaran is ¢ nothing
but a fine ruin of an Armenian Church in the midst of half-buried fragments
of houses.” (Imperial Gazetteer— Lumsden— Monlteith.)

ABASIA—Lat. Long. Elev.
A trans-Caucasian Province, in the Government of Immeretia, Russia, bounded
north nand west by the Caucasus, which scparates it from Circassia, cast by
Mingrelia and south by the Black Sea. The country consists of the
southern slopes of the Caucasus and of the low plains intervening between
these mountains and the Ses. The prevailing geological formations are
greenstone, porphyry, and black slate, and limestone. Immense forests
of the finest trees, oak, alder, chesnut, &c., clothe the mountain sides
stretching down to the plains, whose Italian climate, ripening maize, figs,
pomegranates, the fruits of Central Europe, grain, and excellent grapes,
1nvites profitable cultivation, but the country is 8 waste, ite numerous ruins
alone proclaiming its former flourishing condition.

Nor do the Abases excel in cattle rearing, agriculture, or commerce;

a little of the latter, in felt mantles, in fox and polecat skins, honey,
wax, and box-wood, heing carricd on. On the contrary with such indif-
ference are these branches of industry pursued that by their means they
do not obtain a sufficient subsistence, which therefore they cke ont in
the manner most congenial to their tastes by plunder and robbery, occupa-
tions which in them have become a second nature. The slave trade with
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Turkey formerly constituted one of the chief employments, and tended
reatly to reduce the population. Notwithstanding the watchfulness of the
%ussinns slaves are still secretly exported. The Abascs belong to the Circas-
sian tace and distinguish among themselves five tribes—Abascs Proper,
Bsubbes, Ischebeldies, Aschawes, Imnozahanes. The Abasians number some
15,000 fumilics, mostly Mahamadans. They call themselves in their own
language Apsua and the territory along the coust Apsne. They are classed
into princes, noblemen, and peasants. The peasants have been called since
the eway of the Georgians Thaowadi; the noblemen, Amystha. The popu-
lation is extremoly rude and miserable, living in thatched wicker huts, which
afford but slight protection against the weather. . Under the Byzantine
Emperors Abasia formed an independent State separate from Georgia. In the
cleventh century it fell to the Kings of Georgia, under whom it decayed,
and in 1757 it came under the supremacy of the Turks. 1In 1771 the
Abases asserted their independence and after various fortunes, about 1523,
the reigning Prince Michnel Bei called on the Russians to occupy the coun-
try which they did by stationing troops at Sookoom, Jambor, Pitzunda, and
Gagra, the chief towns of Abasia. Area about 2,638 square miles. Popula-
tion about 52,000. (Monlcith—Chesney— Wagner—Imperial Gazetteer.)
ABBASABAD—Lat. Long. Elev.
A Fort in the Russian District of Nakshwan on the right bank of the Ams,
4 miles south from Nakshwan. It contains an old Armenian Church now
used as a powder magazine. The fortifications of this place were traced out
by Captain Lamie, a talented French Officer before the Russian cumpaign
of 1427-28. Though a place of some importance as a support to Ervan,
and of consideruble strength, it was treacherously surrendered in the war of
1828-20 to the Russians under Paskivitz by a battalion of Kangarla tnbe,
which then formed its garrison, and who were disaffected towards the Royal
Kajar tribe of Persia.

The Russians have secured by the acquisition of this fortress, and ¢ téte-de-
pont they have crected here, the means of at all times safely crossing the
Aras, and also of turning the strong defile of Dara Diz on the road to
Mehrand, thus laying Tabréz alinost at their mercy.  (Monteith— Morier.)

ABBAS TOMAN—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in  Georyia on the road from Pitl to Titlis, 10 miles north-west of
Akhaltzik. It is situated in a thickly wooded defile, at the entrance of
which is a small ruined fort on an eminence. Heru there are mineral springs
of three temperatures, the hottest being about 100° Fabrenheit.  (Lzstwick.)

ABDEH—
A tribe of Bedounin Arabs, who inhabit the northern portion of Mesopotamia
near Nisibin, on the banks of the Jaghjagha river, in Asiatic Turkey. They
number £,000 tents and are quite subject to the powerful tribe of Shamur
Arabs, (Tayler.)

ABDUOL AZIZ—Lat. Long. Elev.
A range of bills in Asiatic Turkey, which appear to leave the Taurus range
north of Ras-el-Ain in the Al-Jazireh and to run townrds the Euphrates at
Rakkah, It drains on one side into the Khabar and on the other into the
Jalsh. Chemney calls it a low chalk formation. (Chesaey.)

ABED—
A tribe of Arubs who reside in the Province of Baghdad, Asiatic Turkey,
to the north of Baghdad, and occupy the land opposite the Dijel tribe around
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Samara and the Katuls and extending from the east bank of the Tigris to
the Hamrin hills and Karkak. They are of ancient lineage and are known
also by the name of the Alba 8 hahr or illustrious.

Their divisions are as follows :—

Al Abed, 150 tents usually reside at Shabechch.

Ash Shawizadeh 100 v ' ditto.

Albn-algeh 300 ” » pear and round Karkak.
Alba Hynza 201 ’ ” Al-aith.

Alla Ah 150 ” ” Hamricn.

Abba Reyash 150 " o Hawi Lek-lek.

They are predatory and strong in horses and camels, and give much trouble

to the authoritics. (Jones)

AB-1-ALA—Lat. Long. Elev.
A river of Kardistan, which rises in the mountains of Mangasht near Kalat
Ala, from which it reecives its name. Leaving the high range it traversces the
small and fertile valley of Mai Daad. Below the plain of Baygh-i-Malik it
receives the waters of the Ab i Zurd, and then empties itself into the Ab-i-
Ramoz, a feeder of the Jarah1. The water of this river is of the most exqui-
site transparency, and is celebrated for its purity throughout the country.
On its bunks are the ruins of many villages and towns of the Sassunian
period. The houses which are almost without exception vaulted are con-
structed of roughly hewn stone united by a very tenacious cement. (Layard.)

ABICHES.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A tribe of the Cancasus, who inhabit the mountains on the enst coast of the
Black Sea. They are said to excel all the tribes in daring and bravery, but
they are rapacious, revengeful, treacherous, and cruel to their prisoners.
Only two Europeans have acquired any information of this people, one the
Euglishman Bell, the other a Baron Von Turnau, who was taken prisoner by
them. The latter describes their country as one mass of stecp mountains pre-
senting the wildest features of the Coucasian region. Immense primeval
forests clothe slopes of the mountains on the side of the Black Sca. The
villages are penenlly placed in most inaccessible spots being either hidden
in the bosom of the thickest forest or perched like cagles’ nests on the rocky
declivities at the edge of the chasms.— (#aguer.)

AB-1-GARM.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A hot spring in the Province of Kars, Asiatic Turkey, to which considerable
medicinal qualities are attributed. It lics on the road from Kirs to Arzr2m,
about 60 miles west of the former, and on the boundary between the two
provinces. Travellers aro in the habit of bathing in it, though Sir W.
Ouseley describes the heat to be “almost as great as the human body can
well endure.”  (Ouseley.)

AB-I-RESH.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A river of Kardistan, which rises in the southern slopes of the Jabl Tarand
on the junction of the Ab-i-Spi forms the Jaghjagha River. 1t has its rise
in a deep sluggish pool near some old grots. The water of this river is as
its name Résh denotes of a darker colour than that of the Ab-i-Sp1.  (Zayler)

AB-I-SP1.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A river of Kirdistan which rises in the south slopes of the Jabl Tiar and
on the junction of the Ab-i-Résh forms the Jaghjagrha River. It rises in
a deop spring at the base of the mountains and its water is clear and
sparkling ascrystal. (Zaplor.)
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AB-1.TALAR.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A river of Kirdistan which rising in the mountains of Mangasht flows
south through the districts of Patek and Beiza, till after its junction with
the Tezeng or Alai it joins the Jarahi, about 10 miles below in the plain of
Ram Hornaz. It is described as a considerable stream flowing bhetween
high Lbanks. The districts through which it flowe are reckoned very pro-
ductive and cousist of fields of barley and wheat. On its banks is found a
poisonous shrub “ hirzeh ” of which it is said animals die as soon as thev
eat of it. Baron De Bode conjectures this to be the river Fei, mentioual
by Sherifeddin, the biographer of Timoor.

AB-1-ZEMKAN.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A river of Kardistan which risce in the table land of Bewanij, in the Dulahn
range, and running south-east at a distance of three miles west of the town
of Gahwara, and the same distance south of it turns abruptly to the north,
and again passes close to the cast thus making a circait of the south-cast
prong of the Dalaha Mountain. Confined between the cast fuce of Dalaha
and the steep barren cliffs of the Kala Kazi chain to the east it then pur-
sues a nearly direct north course until past the oblique declivities, abutting
from the north-east brow of Dalahn m the neighbourhood of Bibian and
Kala Zanjir, when it receives many petty adjuncts and in the winter be-
comes a considerable stream. It then diverges to the west and north-west
keeping the latter direction through the vale of Darneh, bounded by the
undulating peaks of the Pasht-i-kéh to the west and by the precipitous
mnge, near which the ancient city of Darneh stood, to the right, finally
falling into the Ab-i-Sherwan opposite the face of the Nilambn range,
a few miles south of Gondar, and about 100 yards enst of an old bridge
over the Ab-i-Sherwan on the road from Sdaliménia to Kirmanshah.
(Rawlinson.)

ABU-.GHARIB.—Lat. Long. Elev.
An inlet from the river Euphrates near Saklawiah, six miles below  Felajah,
which Chesney supposcs may have been part of an ancient canal connecting
that river with the Tigris. (Chesney.)

ABU-MARL—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in the Province of Musal in Asiatic Turkey, about 25 miles west
of Musal on the main road to Constantinople. There is an abundant spring
of brackish water here, and it is the station of a small detachment of troops
(Ainsiworlh.)

ABO REYASH KALA.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A fort on the nght bank of the Tigris, 25 miles above Tcekrit. It is built
high upon the cliffs and has a fine plain stretching cast from it.

ADEL JIWAZ.—Lat. 38°48’ Long. 42°35'30”  Elev.
A walled town in the province of Van, Asiatic Turkey, 14 to 16 miles from
Aklat on the north-west shore of the Lake Vin. Though small and
many of the houses are in ruins, it is a very pretty and pleasant place,
the approach to it being skirted by meadows and orchards. 'The greater part
of the inhabitants live in detached houses among the gardens with which
the whole valley in which it issituated is occupied. The rocks are limestone,
and pure water runs in great abundance through the lanes serving toirrigaic
the gardens. There are here plenty of common fruits and water melons and
grapes ulso thrive well. Coarse cotton cloths are manufactured, there being
about 20 looms in the town employed in the production of these fabrics,
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Adeljiwaz contains about 2560 Mahamadan and 30 Armenian familica. There
is on old castle in ruins, placed high on a rock above the town, which is
enclosed by walls uniting with the works of the castle at hoth extremities,
and ruoning directly down to the lake. There is no defence on that side
of the town, but the water is too decp to admit of persons getting round
the end of the walls which terminate in the lake, and are in a tolerable state
of repair, and the gates scrve to keep intruders out.  (Brant— Glascoll.)

ADHEM—Lat. Long. Elev.
A niver of the Province of Baghdad, Asiatic ’l‘urkery, which nises in the moun-
tains of Karkak, and after a south course for some distance it receives the Tank,
atributary coming from the north-east, and a little lower the Taz-Kharmati,
coming by a westerly direction from the Karadigh range. The course of
the Adh&m continues to run south through the Hamrin hills, at the foot of
which on the south side are the remains of a remarkable *“ bund,” which was
constructed with the most solid materials at o remote period.  Its object was
1o raise the wuter so as to supply the canal of Rathan which runs to the
south-south-east as well as that of the Nahr But. This “bund” is bult of
enormously large blocks of hewn sandstone cemented with lime, and is in
the form of two sides of a squore, one crossing the stream just where it
leaves the Hamrin hills, the other running along the right bank. Though
of vast strength and thickness it has not been suflicient to resist the foree of
the water and has given way in its centre right down o ils foundativns.
At the “bund ” the niver is not above 30 feet broad, and in summer only from
12 to 20 inches deep, but in winter the rush of water is said to be terrifie,
carrying away all before it. The Adhém carries into the Tigris the united
waters of the Kross Sa, Taak Sa, and Taz Khiirmat1 S, At its confluence
it is but 15 yards wide and 20 inches deep, and for from three to five months
of the year it is nearly dry. (Ross—Jonce—RicA.)

ADIAN KUORDS—Lat. Long. Elev.
A tribe of Kards who inhabit the country near Khoskheyr on the banks
of the Bohtan Sa, in the Bohtin Berw&ri district. They claim to be the
descendants of the real Shekh Adi, the Saint of the Kards.  (Tuaylor,)

ADINA KEWY—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in the province of Baghdad, Asiatic Turkey, 34 miles from the
caravanecrai of Delll Abbas, and a little off the main road to Stilimania. Itis
described as a fine village. The surrounding country is infested by roving
bands of marauding Armbs. (Fraser.)

ADIYAMAN—Lat. 37° 41'6” Long. 38°22° Elev. 2,700
A smull town in the province of Disrbakr, Asintic Turkey, 75 miles weat by
south from that town, and 132 miles north-cast by north of Aleppo.

It is nearly circularly disposed round a mound called Castle l-g?l], is sur-
rounded by gardens, and contains 800 houses of Musalmans and 300 of
Christians. It has several mosques, three ruinous ¢ Khans,” and one bath.
On an adjocent hill are the tombs of two celebrated men. (Aimswortd—1Im-
perial Gazelleer)

ADJARA SU—Lat, Long. Elev.
A river of Turkey in Asin in the province of Trebizond, rising in the moun-
tains to the east of Batam and flowing with a direction generally west past the
towns of Kulah, Kizl Kalesi, and Maghal falls into the Jorak Sa at the last
mentioned place after a course of about 60 miles. It forms the boundary
between the sub-districts of Batam and Maghal.
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ADSCHARA—Lat. Long. Elev.
A small district of Asiatic Turkey, north of Kars.

It is noted in Monteith’s Kars and Arzram, but scarcely any information
is given regarding it. The men of Adschara are considered among the most
gallant of all the Turkish races and are specially prized for garrisons.

During the Russo-Turkish Campaign of 1%28-29, they behaved with
great gullantry, sending with the Laz1 on onc occasion in the midst of winter
12,000 men into the fickl.  Generul Osten Sachen undertook an expedition
against them, but was unable to conquer them. The Adschara, together
with the Lazi, may amount to 60,000 Families. Their origin is unknown,
but their language hus a slight resemblance to the Georgian, though it dif-
fers from it suffiviently to be considered a separate tongue. They inhabit
the country at the bead of the great range of the Taurus, which is perhaps
even more strongly defended by nature than the Caucasus.

They profess a nominal subjection to Turkey but pay no tribute, while on
the other hand they reccive large presentsin arms and clothing from the
Turkish Government. The Sernskier of Arzrim ecan only obtain their aid
a8 troops near their own country and by payingl them very highly, but they
are very insubordinate and will only obey their own Chiels and not even
them implicitly. Moreover they are always ready to desert either for the

of returning home with their plunder or to gratify any other inclina-
tion. (Monteith.)
AFIS—Lat. Long. Elev.
A emall village in the province of Diarbakr, Asiatic Turkey, on the north-enst
of that town. Near it area mass of rnins covering the slopes of the hill for
the space of one mile, fragments of thick walls and neatly cut blocka of stone
being strewed over the road.  There are the remains of the old city of Fis
(Phison of Procopins). The village is also called Fies and Afisios. (Zaylor.)
AGEIL—Lat. Lung. Elev.
A tribe of Arabs wha live in the west part of the city of Baghdad. They
are part of a tribe said to be very large snd powerful in Nejd, who in con-
sct}nence of an arrangement with Siliman Pasha some 90 years ago mono-
polized the trade of guiding and guarding caravans which go from Baghdad
t(,(} Alepl;o and Damascus. They are said to be exceedingly troublesome.
raser.
AUHARUN—Lat. Long. Elev.
An Armenian village in Diarbake, Asiatic Turkey, three marches west of
Mash, and seven marches enst of Kharpiit. It is beautifully situatal in a
gorgo of the Darkash Dagh Mountains, opening to the plain commanding a
splendid view and surrounded by magnificent walnut trees. It is :filed
Kbanzir by the Kards. (Brant.)
AGHVERAN —Lat. 39° 28’ 40”  Long. Elev. 6,205
A village in province of Arzram, Asiatic Turkey, 58 miles south south-east
of that city. It is in the sub-district of Khinis, and contains eleven
families of Kards. There are about 40 fields under cultivation and with a
good stock of sheep and cattle. (Branti—Glascott.)
AGH-YAZ.—Lat. _ Long. Elev.
A large Kard village in province of Arzram, Asiatic Turkey, about 22 miles
south-east of that city and situate low down in the mountains. (Brand.)
AGYL—Lat. Long. Elev.
An ancient fort sitoated 25 miles north of Diarbakr, Asiatic Turkey, on the
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right bank of the Arganeh-Maden branch of the Tigris. It is built on a
steep, rocky mountain above the river. At its cast end are the remains

of a fine old castle with s double wall, communicating by a covered stair of
177 steps, cut out of the rock, with the Tigris. At the west end the mass
on which the fort is built has been artificially separated from the parent
mountain eo us to secure complete isolation. A ravine runs round the south
ride of the mountain, the river being on the worth.  (7aylor.)

AHMADIA—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in the Aljazira province of Baghdad, Asiatic Turkey, situated on
the Duri river, 18 miles from Mardin on the road to Mﬂsal (dinsworth.)

AHMAD KALWAN—Lat. Long.
A village in the Kardistin Mountains, three marches east of Salimania.
It is situated in a bay at the foot of the mountains, and has a fine spring of
water and mony corn fields. (Zich.)

AIGHRY—Lat. Long. Elev.
A river of the district of Shirwan, Trans-Cuucasin, which rises in the south
slopes of the Caucasus and joins the Aras. It is always fordable except
during floods. (Chesney.)

AILISE CHAl—Lat. Long. Elev.
A river of the District of Karabagh, ’l‘mns-Cnueasm, which rises in the Moun-
tains of Kardbagh aud joins the Aras River between Jalfa and Urdabad.
(Chesney.)

AIN-U-SAFRA—Lat. Long. Elev,
A village in the Yezdi country of Kardistan, about 30 miles north-east of
Masal, Asiatic Turkey. Here, in a ravine near the village, is a spring, the
water of which is of yellow color and acid taste, which is held sacred by the
Yezdis, who repair to it in spring to the number of 2,000 to 3,000 men,
women and children, and offer sacrifices, play at various martial games, and
not unfrequently end by getting drunk. The spring is also called Sara
Bolak. (Rick,)

AJ JEBUN—Lat. Long. Elev.
A tribe of Arubs who are met with in the Taji District between Kathemein
and Telgosh to the north-west of Baghdad above the Saklawaah Canal and
on right bank of the Tigris. They number 1MW) tents and matehlocks. For
further remarks see Al Meshahadeh, (Jones.)

AJ JABR—Lat. Long. Elev.
A tribe of Arabs who reside about Dholoiyeh Hawis, in the Province of
B;.ghdad Asiatic Turkey. They number 300 tents und are all cultivators.
(Jones.)

AKAR KOF—Lat. Long. Elev.
A mound on Provinee of Baghdad, Asiatic Turkey, 10 miles north-west of
Baghdad, on the west shore of a large marsh, called sometimes the lake of
Akarkaf. The luke is formed by the wuters coming from the Euphrates by
the Saklawiah canal. It has a length of about 12 miles, a breadth of five,
with a depth in the centre of from 12 to 156 feet. It is navigable for
steamers, the EFuphrates of Colonel Chesney’s Expedition bhaving passed
through it in 1838. (Chesney.)

AKAVANSK—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in Province of Van, Asiatic Turkey, situated on the south shore
opposite the Island of Akhtamar. It bLelongs to the monastery on that
Island. (Brant.)
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AK DAGH—Lat. Long. Elev. o
A peak ou the mountains of Alugez, Geurgia, composed of obsidian and
pumice, and with an elevation of 12,300 feet.

AK DARA—Lat. Long. Elev.
A river in the province of Marash, Asiatic Turkey, which joins tl.]f.‘ Eu-
plirates below Diarbakr. The valley is well cultivated and full of villages.
(dinzworth.)

AKEREII—Lat. 36° 40 Long. 438° 40 Elev.
A large village in Kardistan, 35 miles north-east by cast Musal. It consists
of about 500 houses surrounded by gardens, and is protected by a strong
castle situated on the summit of a rock which overlovks the village.
tlmperial Guzetteer,)

AKIALKALAK—Lat. 41° 20° Long. 43° 20/
A fortress in Georgia, Russia, on the River Kar, 80 miles west-south-west of
‘I'iflis, 35 miles south-east by east of Akhiska. Though possessed of but little
strength, it is a place of very great importance from its situation, us it
commands the bridge over this branch of the Kar. The castle is 300 yards
long, 60 or 80 broad, and stands at the angle formed by the junction of
two small streams, the Tuparwan and Gen Dara Sa, which, like all the streams
in this clevated region, How through deep ravines with high cliffs. It wasat
vne time a considerable place, with an extensive suburb, containing a mosque
and about 600 houses, but for muny years before its capture by the Russians
bad become merely a resort of banditti and slave-dealers. The defences
consisted of loop-holed walls and towers divided into two stories ; there
wis a covered pussage to the river to enable the garrison to supply them-
sclves with water, but the place is commanded by hills on both sides. The
lussian General Goudowitz was repulsed with great loss in 1807 in an
attempt to storm it, but it was afterwards taken by surprise by Generul
Kutlerousky and the garrison put to the sword to a man. In the Russo-
Turkish war of 1824-29, it was finally captured by General Puskiwitz aftor
a most desparate resistance in which three-fourths of the garrison perished on
the breach. It was at oune time one of the most considerable citics of
Armenia. (Monleith.)

AKIIALKHALAK—Lat. 41°52° Long. 44°22' Elev.
A tribe in Grorgia, Russia, 10 miles south-south-cast of Gorl and 30 miles
north-west of Tiths (Imperial Gazetteer.)

AKIIISKA—Lat. Long. Elev.
A mountainous district of Georgin, lying between Garia, Immeretia, Georgia,
and the river Jorak. From the last to the borders of Georgia the distance
is ahout 90 miles, and from the borders of Kars to Immeretia nearly
40 miles; the district therefore contains about 2,300 square miles. On the
north-west it is covered with the spurs from the Caucasus and on the
south-east with those of Ararat on the Armenian Mountains. In general
the soil is fertile, and it is well watered by the Ardaghan' Chai, the
Akhitskhai Chai, the Mtkvary or Kiour, and the Tchildirr, besides the
river Jo‘rak. on the west side, and more east of the river Kar, which
divides it into two unequal portions; that which lies to the west still
b‘elongp to the Turks, but the remainder between the right bank of
Georgia was added to Russia by the treaty of Adrianople. In general this
district enjoys & moderate and healthy climate ; it possesses also a great
many mineral springs with medicinal properties. Silk and cotton stuffs, oil,
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drugs, trinkets, steel and tobacco are imported from Turkey ; and untanned
ekins, iron aud copper vessels. Silk and woollen stuffs are sent in return.
The Russian ‘Sanjoks’ of Akhitskbai, Atskhva, Assping, Khertvisse, and
Akhalkalaki, with the fortress of the latter, contain 103 villages, in which
there are 11,500 Armenians in addition to 7,200 persons, consisting of Kanls,
Jews, Boche Gipsies, Tartars, and Karipapuks. A certain number of
Armenians profess the Catholic religion, the rest the Armenian.  The other
inhabitants, including the greater part of the Georgians, are Mahamadans,
and the language is spoken in all its purity. Akhiska was once a district
or province of Georgis, but was formed into an Ata Belak at an earl
period of the Mahamadan power, and the greater part of the inhaln-
tants forced to embrace the faith of Islam. It became Russinn territory
at the peace of 1820. Akhiska used to be the resort of all the
robbers and banditti of the surrounding country, who here found a
sccure asylum and favourable field for carrying on their system of plunder,
and the inhubitants had earned a reputation as the bravest and most des-
perate in Asia, and were greatly prized by the Turks as soldiers as forming
the most determined garmeon in fortified places. The winters of this dis-
trict are long and rigorous, but the climate is generally healthy, the air
pure, and the soil fertile, but the sudden changes of the seasons are unfa-
vourable to cultivation ; maize, barley, tobaceo, flax, and cotton are among the
ordinary produce, while excellent fruits grow without much culture. The
inhabitants raise cattle and sheep in considerable numbers, particularly the
latter, and pay great attention to the breeding of bees and silk-worms.
The populntion is estimated at 70,000 Georgians, Turks, Armenians, Jews.
(Cheaney—Lmperial Gazelleer.)
AKHISKA.—Lat. 41° 85' Long. 42° 44 Elev.

A town in district of same name in Georgia, on the left bank of the Dalka,
10 miles above its junction with the Kar, 140 miles north-west of Tiflis, 125
miles north-cast of Arzriim. 1t is an open town, divided into three parts by
ravines, with high rocky precipices, and defended by a citadel with stone
walls. It is the seat of a Greek Archhishop, and contains two Christian
Churches (one Roman Catholic, a handsome building, with a dome over the
centre), a Jewish synagogue and several mosques, one of which, that of Saltan
Ahmad, is built on the model of St. Sophia at Constantinople, and has a
cullege and library attuched to it. The latter was accounted one of the most
curtous in the east, but the Russians have removed sbout 300 of the most
valuable works to St. Petersburgh. The neighhourhood of the town praduces
silk, honey, and wux, with excellent fruits : raisins, peaches, apricots, and tigs.
Some manufactures are carried on, and the inhabitants prosecute an active
trade with various places on the Black Sea. Formerly a Lrg\s elave-market
was held here, but it has been suppressed by the Russians since they acquired
possession of the town. In the vicinity are some nlkaline springs. The popula-
tion in 1850 was 12,060, though Von Ilaxthausen says 16,000, including
Armenians, Georginns, Turks, Russians, and Jews. Alkhalzik was a point of
the greatest importance to the Turks.  Established here they ruled and plun-
dered all the districts south of the West Caucasus, and issuing from hence their
emissaries sustained the warlike spirit of the Circussians and Lesghis.
Rallying under the standard of the Pasha of Akhalzik the Lesghis robbed and
devastated the rich country of Georgia. The Ossetians, Didos, and Djares
overran the beautiful banks aud valleys of the Kiir and Alasun.  Kidnapped
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boys and girls were at that time a sort of merchandise in request, and were
brought to Akhalzik, where a great fair for this sort of traffic was held. From
this place, the boys and girls were transported to Arzriim, Trebizond, Tehran,
and Constantinople. The Armenians had an especial privilege in this trade.
In January 1811, the Russiane under Genersl Termasoff made an unsuoc-
cessful attempt to take this town but were repulsed with great loss. However,
in 1826 Prince Paskiewitz more than retrioved this disaster, for not only did
he defeat the Turkish army, three times his own strength, which was
covering this place, but after one of the most despernte resistances on record by
a grarrison of not less than 10,000 of the most determined men in Asia he
captured it after a siege of cight days.  The operations in the vicinity of this
place by Paskiewitz’ army, and indeed throughout the Busso-Turkish Cam-
paigrn of 1828-29, are well worthy the study of every military man. The
luee of the Russians in the battle before this place was 81 killed, 401 wounded,
the Turks losing 1,200 men killed. In the siege the Russian loss was 123
killed, 489 wounded, while that of the glorious men of Akhiska wus just
one half their numbers dead, besides 67 pieces of artillery and 52 standands.
The Turks had held possession of this important place for two centuries and
a half, aud when it was taken by the Ruesians they all emigrated to Asia
Minor.
This place is also called Akhitskhai and Akbaltsik or Akbalzik. (Imperial

Gazelleer)

AKHLAT—Lat. Long. Elev.
A town in the Province of Van, Asiatic Turkey, on the north shore of the Lake
of Van, at foot of Nimriid Tagh Mountains, 35 miles north-eust of Bitlis, 75
miles south-west of Bayazid. It is surrounded by s double wall and ditch,
the inner being flanked by irregular towers : at the higher end is the Ich Kala
or citadel. The town is completely walled on all sides even facing the lake
down to the borders of which it extends. The houses in the city are built of
square stones, cemented by clay, very much in the style of Bitlis. The modern
town is of some antiquity, from the style of its buildings and the character
of ita fortifications. Drill husbandry i1s practised here; the soil is a fine
and apparently arid eand, but is moist at the depth of the trenches. In
the vicinity are the ruins of the encient aity, in a deep narrow ravine in
the centre of which there is & rock, in which are the foundations of a
solid structure, probably a castle or palace, the stones cemented with lime.
1t was beseiged and destroyed by Timatir in the 14th Century. The environs
abound in grapes and other fruits. Population about 3 to 4,000. (Brast.)

AKHTAMAR—Lat. Long. Elev.
An island in the Lake of Van, Asiutic Turkey, situated in its south
corner immediately opposite Akavansk. There is an Armenian monastery
on the island and communication Letween it and Akavansk is kept up by
means of a boat. (Breat.)

AKISTAFA—Lat. Long. Elev.
A tnbutary of the Kir in Georgia, which rising in the Murgus Dagh to
the north of the Lake Gokceba falls into that river after a course north-east
of some 70 miles, 32 miles south south-east of Tiflis. It was on this river
that the Persian Army under Abb&s Mirza was signally defeated by General
Paskiewitz. The vnﬁey through which it Aows is volcanic and the villages
are nearly all Armenian. Several of them have vineyards and plantations
of mulberries but of no great extent.

10



AK—AKU

AK KALA SUO—Lat. Long. Elev.
A river of the Province of Arzram, Asiatic Turkey, which falls into the
Eupbrates. It is met with about 50 miles east of Arzram. (Fraser.)

AKRA—Lat. Long. Elev.
A river of Kardistan which falls into the great Zab river, about 12 miles
below the villages of Kendil and Kasroki, having come from tbe north-
west. (Chesney.)

AKRA—Lat. Long. Elev.
A stronghold in the Province of Musal, Asiatic Turkey, 40 miles north-east
from that city. It is described as being situated on the top of an almost per-
pendicular rock, approachable only by one path, so narrow that two men can
scarcely mount abreast. 1t had a reputation of impregnability until it was
taken from the Kards by a coup de main of the Pasha of Masal.

AKSAI—Lat. Leong. Elev.
A village in the country of the Tchetchens, Circassia, on the right bank of
the river of the same name, 35 miles south-south-west of Kizliar, 60 miles
north-west of Tarki. It is said to be frequented Ly slave-dealing Jews
and Armenians. (Lwperial Gazelleer.)

AKSAI—Lat. Long. Elev.
A river in Circassin, rising in the north-east slopes of the Cancasus about
latitude 42°20°, longitude $3°52’. 1t flows north-north-cast and falls into
the Terck, about 45 miles from where it joins the Caspian ufter a course
of about 120 miles. (/mperial Gazetleer.)

AK SHOR.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in Georgia, Russia,about 17 miles from Biirjan and 0 miles from
Akhalzik. Hero there is a large castle on an isolated peak, a place of some
strength even against rifled cannon. In the Russian war of 1854-6 it
was occupied by the Turks who were drawn out of it by a feint and then
defeated by the Georgian Militis, with the loss of 50 men and 2 guns. (£as/-
wick.)

AKSU—Lat. Long. Elev.
A river of the Province of Baghdad, Asiatic Turkey, which rises in Kardis-
tdn at Ali Deld, in the Karadagh Mountains, and passing iy Ibrahim Khanji
comes to Tazkhormaty, whenee it eventunlly fulls into the Adhém River.
Its bed is extremely broad and in the dry season has little water, but in
the rains it is & considerable torrent. It is also called the Tiizkhormati
River. (Rich—Fraser.)

AKSU0.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A river of the district of Shirwan, in Trans-Caucasia, which nses in the
mountains of Daghistan and joins the Aras. It is always fordable except
after heavy rain. (Chesney.) .

AKCK—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in Kardistan, on the right bank of the Mox Sa, one of the ex-
treme sources of the Tigris, and & few miles from its head. It is situated in
a small fertile plain. In the centro of the village is a fine old Christian
Church, with an elaborately carved doorway. (Taylor.)

AKULCHO.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A stronghold in the Lesghi country in Caucasia, situated at the junction of
the Andishkoisi and the Avarsh Korst Rivers, some 50 miles west by
south of Tarkl. It was the scene of a sanguinary conflict in 1839 between
the Rumsians under General Grabb and the Tchetchens under the celebrated

11



AKU—ALA

Schamyl. ‘The defences of the place appear to have consisted of three natural
terraces with scarp sides only reached by one small path. The first
attempt is said to have cost the Russians a loss of all but 150 of 1,500 who
made the assault, and in the next assuult 2,000 are said to have fallen. On
the side of the Tchetchens nearly all the moles were killed, but Schamyl
escaped unhart. (Wagner.)

AKOSCHA.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A territory and town of Daghistan in Caucasia. The former occupies the east
slope of the Caucasns and is inhabited by a people culled Lesghi, who speak
a peculiar dialect. They consist of about 15,000 families, distributed through
34 villages and are governed hy a kind of federative Republic composed of
12 cantons. Each village has a chicf of ita own, who is always the oldest
man in it. The people are employed partly in agriculture and partly in rear-
ing sheep, but in the latter much more cxtensively than the former. The
town, the capital of the district, is situated on a high mount of the Caucasus,
near the source of the Tarkali Ozan River, 55 miles west-north-west of Dar-
band. Its population in 1849 numbered 3,000 sonls.

Monteith gives the Ak Kuaschas as oneof the four divisions of the Lesghis,

and says they number 12,000 families. (Imperial Gacetteer—(Monteith.)

AKUOSCHA.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A town in Lesghistan. It was taken in by General Yermoloff. There
appears to be a section of the Lesghi tribe of this name.

ALAGAZ.—Lat. Long. Elev. 13,063.
A voleanic mountain and range bordering the north side of the basin of
Armenia. It lies on the north side of the great plain of the Ams and on
the east touches on Lake Gokcha, and on the north it is connected with off-
shoot mountain ranges of the Caucasus. On some parts of its slopes large
quantities of sulphur are obtained. 1t is covered with perpetual smow. It
is distinguishable from being crowned by two peaks not unlike nsses’ ears.
(dlick— Morier—Imperial Guzelteer.)

ALA KOl.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in the Province of Van, Asiatic Turkey, on east shore of the Lake,
13 miles north of Van, 80 miles south-west of Bayazid. It contains about
100 Armenian families, and about 30 Kard winter here. On the hill above the
village is an old church in ruins; at the foot of the same hill is situated
another church of small dimensions, and a large one of modern construction
is to be scen in the village. The vineyards are very extensive and a con-
siderable quantity of wine is made, which is sent to Van for enle. A low
range of hills intervenes between the village and the lake, which is shut out
from view. The soil is a whitish clay, which when the seasons are wet pro-
duees abundant crops but in a contrary case they fail. The water descend-
i from the mountains suffices for the vineyards and the use of the
:}I}hg-cr)s, but the supply is not ample cnough for irrigating the fields.

Fant,

ALAN.—1lat. Long. Flev.
A district in Turkish Kardistan, situated on the south bank of the Bana
niver north of Salimania. A great quantity of very tolerable tohacco is
grown io this district, as well a8 much grain, and the wild vine peculiarly
luzuriunt abonnds on the slopes of the hills. (Rich.)

ALA TAGH.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A mouutain in provinee of Bayazid, Asiatic Turkey, 50 miles west of Mount
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Ararat, and on the same range. Its height has not heen accurately ascer-
tained but is stated at 9 to 10,000 feet  On the north face of the highest peaks
Brant saw large masses of snow lying in September. The range from
Mount Ararat west to near the junction of the two main sources of the
Euphrates seems to have this name.  (Bran/—Stuart.)

AL ATHAR.—Lat. Long. Flev.
The name by which the ruins of Nimrad are known to the inhabitants of
Mesopotamia. (Chesney.)

ALAZANI—Lat. Long. Elev.
A river of Georgin, which is a large tributary of the Kar, rises in the slopes
of the Cancasus, and flowing with a course nearly south-east or almost
parallel to the Kar falls into that river immediately after its junction with
the Yora, after a course of 250 miles. It is crossed by the road from Tiflis
to Baka. The valley of the Alazan is one of the richest parts of Georgia.
Its pluins are highly caltivated and productive and the surrounding hills are
covered with valuable furests of pine, chestnut, oak, ush, and other timber.
(Chesney.)

AL-BAKR.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A tribe of Arabs who reside north of the Zab River, in the Provinee of
Baghdad, Asiatic Turkey. They number about 200 tents and are chiefl
pastoral in their habits, though on occasions they take to robbing. Witﬁ
the Ash Shawan tribe they are sometimes known as Alba Haodan, (Jones.)

AL BEYATH.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A tribe of Arabs who reside between Taz Kharmatl and Kifri, in the
Provinee of Baghdad, Asiatic, Turkey. They number 300 tents and are said
to be more of a Tuarkish than an Arab origin. They are rich, heing large
cattle proprictors and much employed on cultivation. They are bound
to give military service to the province of Baghdad in time of war.
(Joner.)

AL BIRGATH.—Lat, Long. Elev.
A tribe of Arabs who wander about near Nahrkathwaniyeh, west of
Baghdid, in Asiatic Turkey. They number 130 tents and the same number
of matchlocks, are pastoral, agricultural, and warlike, and possess some good
horses. (Jumes.)

ALBUO AMAR—
A tribe of Arabs who reside near Nahar Daadi, west of Baghdad, in the prov-
ince of Baghdad, Asatic Turkey. They number 250 families. They are
agricultural and pastoral and are warlike, and possess some good horses.
They are of Bedouin descent. (Jomes.)

ALBU ASI—
A tribe of Felahins subject to the independent Shamur Arabs, who inhabit
the north part of Mesopotamia round Nisibin. They number 50U tents or
3,000 souls. (Tuylor.)

ALBO FARASH—Lat. - Long. Elev.
A marsh in the province of Baghdid, Asiatic Turkey, lying between the
valley of Deli Albass, 130 miles north of Baghdad and the Hamrin hills.
The direet route to Kifri usually lies over this marsh, but sometimes it is
impassable,  (Rich.)

ALBUCGHESH—
A tribe of the Chab Ambs, who reside at Bfizial, in the province of Khazis-
tén, Persis. They number 6,000 adult males. (Pelly.)

13



ALB—ALE

ALBU HAMAD— L
A tribe of Arabs who reside at Eski Mosal, Province of Baghdad, Asiatic Tur-
key. They number 150 tents and are usually employed in cultivation, though
also given a good deal to predatory pursuits, sometimes making forays as far
south as Baghdad. (Jones.)

ALBO HAMAD—
A tribe of Arabs who roam about the country in the neighliourhood of
Samara, in Mcsopotamia. They are the terror of Al Jezirah from their
lawless habits being more feared than even the Shamurs. They possess lanre
herds of camel. (Jones.)

ALBT MAHAMAD—
A tribe of Amls who reside in the Province of Baghdad occupying the
murshes north of Kornah und the banks of the Tigris as far as the Hud
stream. Among Arabs they are held in no estimation being considered of an
impure stock ; and their occupation, as mere buffulo proprietors and dwellers
in reed huts, further degrades them in the cyes of those who boast of pure
blood, and the profession of a creed which holds “ border theft and high
treason” as the greatest sccomplishments in man, though in these respects
the Alba Mahomad are not deficient, and are even powerful enough, screencd
as they are in fens and marshes, to beard the more aristocratic hords who
condemn them, and who will not give them their daughters in marnage,
though they will ally themselves with the girls of their tribe. These are
esteemed for their beauty. It must be confessed, however, that
the Alba Mahamad are a despicable set, neither courteous nor brave,
but, when strong, capable of committing every villainy and theft for the
least possible gain, or even out of pure mischief. They are comparatively
rich in the Arab acceptation of the term, bave good fire-arms, and move
about in light boats called Mashafs, which they handle admirably, and are
the terror of those who trade by water, from their exactions and cruelty, if
denied.  To coerce them is difficult, owing to their position, as, when
threatened, they betake themselves to the marshes, and lie perdu among the
high jungles of matted reeds, where, in the creeks and mud, they are quite
at home. (Jowes.)

ALBUO SAKR—
A tribe of Arabs who are met with to the north-west of Baghdad above the
Saklawiah canal, chiefly on the right bank of the Tigris and especially from
Saklawiah to Suadiyeh in the desert. They number 300 tents and have
the same number of malchlocks. They are probably of Dallim blood and
are wholly pastorals paying tribute direct to Baghdad. (Jomes.)

ABBU SALMAN—
A tribe of Arabs who reside at Zabl-kebir in the province of Baghdad, Asatic
Turkey. They number 200 tents and are employed in cultivation, though at
times they take to predatory pursuits. (Jones.)

ALEPPO—Lat. 36° 11’ 25" Long. 37° 5’ 23~ Elev.
A city of North Syria, in the pashalic of the same name, on the small river
Koik, 60 miles south-east of Iskandartin, which is its port, and the nearest
?01!1'. on the Mediterranean shore, 195 miles north-north-east of Damasous.

t 18 encompassed, at the distance of a few miles, by a circle of low rocky
hills, destitute of trees and scantily watered, but affording good pasturage for
sheep and goats. It occupies eight small hills of unequal height, with their
intermediate valleys, and is surrounded by walls 30 feet high and 20 broad, in
14
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which there are seven gates. Its circumference within the walls is shout 34
miles, without and including the suburbs, about seven miles. lts appearance,
on approaching it, is striking and picturesque. Numerous mosques, cupolas,
and minarets, the last of dazzling whiteness, crowd on the eye; the flat roofs
of the houses on the hills rise one behind another in a succession of hang-
ing terraces, while a profusion of cypress and poplar trees impurt beauty
sand animation to the whole. But on entering the gates much of this
pleasing illusion is dispelled. The streets are found to be gloomy and silent ;
the shops mean-looking; and the baths and fountains heavy, unadorned
structures. ‘The houses, however, are well and substantially built of stone,
two or three stories in height; mostly in the Saracenic style, with spacious
spartments, large windows, and richfy ornamented walls and ceilings, " the
latter being often beautifully painted and gilded. In some quarters of the
city, particularly in that ca]fed Djedeide, t%e streets are well paved, and in
general better kept than those of any other town in Syrw. An ample
supply of water is brought into the city by an ancient aqueduct, from two
springs cight miles distant. On an oval hill, in the north-east corner of the
city, stands the castle of Aleppo, a conspicuous object, surrounded by s
broad snd decp fosse, half mile in circumference, now filled up with gsmi;ns
and plantations. A large square tower, beautifully inlaid with a dark
coloured stone, forms the entrance, but the interior is in ruins, two houses
only being now habitable. The only other public buildings of any interest
are the ancient seraglio, or place of the Pasha, and the mosque of Djami-el-
Adelieh. The former, now also in ruins, was of great extent and magnifi-
cence, but the only portion of its splendours now remaining is a gateway
of admirable workmanship, the arch of which is composed of blocks of
polished white and black marble. The seraglio was destroyed in 1819-20
during the siege of the city by Kourchid Ahmed Pasha. The mosque of
Djami-el-Adelieh is reckoned one of the most graceful structures of the
kind in Syria; it is surmounted by a magnificent dome, and by a tall and
elegant minsret. A spiral staircase conducts to the top of the latter, from
which a splendid view of the city and surrounding country is obtainad.
The beautiful portico of the mosque was much injured by the carthquake
of 1822, 'There are two libraries in the city, one attached to the Osmanich
mosque, the other to a college called the Ahmedich; the latter, though suffi-
ciently meagre, is reckoned the best in Syria.  Such institutions, however,
mect with little encouragement in Aleppo, the taste for literature being
extremely limited; neither is education in a better condition.  Pre-
vious to the earthquake of 1822, Aleppo carried on a considerable trade
with England, importing thence large quantities of red cloth, &c., and re-
exporting the Indian manufactures brought overland from Baghdad. Its
manufactures were then also very valuable, consisting of shawls, cottons,
silks, gould, and silver lace, &c., in which, it is said, 12,000 artizans were en-

But, on the occasion of the calamity alluded to, the town was
nearly deserted by its surviving inhabitants, and its trade ruined. Both
the latter and former, however, have considerably improved since ; and Aleppo
still retains, or has regained, its ancient reputation for the excellence of its
silk stuffs, with gold and silver thread, and its flowered and striped cottons,
in the manufacture of which about 4,000 looms, and nearly 5,000 persons,
adults and children, are employed. There arc besides numerous soap, dyeing,
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and print works. Its trude with England has also revived, 5,000 bales
of British manufuctures being yearly imported, while its caravan trade with
the interior is likewise rapidly improving, the merchants finding they ean
now be supplied in Aleppo with all they want. Considerable quantitics
of wool and silk are exported to France and Italy ; of the former, 2,664
buales were exported in one year lately, and 179 of the latter. 'The retail, or
shop trade, however, does not scem to he very vigorous, owing in part per-
haps to the smallness of capital employed in it, the aggregate amount of
which, according to Doctor Bowring, does not exceed £20,000 sterling.

The eclebrated gurdens of Aleppo, nearly 12 miles in length, are sitnated to
the south-cast of the city, but though much prized by the patives they
have few attractions for Europeans, being sub-divided and enclosed by low
stone walls, and exhibiting little of either taste or skill in management or
arrangement. The trees are for the most part crowded close together with
little regard to sylnmet:iy, while the kitchen and flower gardens, of which
the whole is a compound, are undistinguished by the intervention of par-
terres or gruss plots. Close to the city are many extensive quarries, from
which is obtained a white gritty stone, easily cut at firet, but becoming indu-
ruted after exposure for some time to the air. Of this stone all the houses are
built. The climate of Aleppo is healthful, but is in summer excessively hot,
thongh considerably moderated by the west winds, which then prevail.
In winter there are considerable falls of snow. The earthquake already
alluded to, by which Aleppo was nearly destroyed, occarred in August 13,
1822. Tt lasted only 10 or 12 seconds, but in that short space of time not
only Aleppo, but a number of other towns in Syria, were converted into
heaps of stones and rubbish, and 20,000 human beings destroyed. Aleppo
was a place of considerable importance in very remote times, having risen
on the destruction of Palmyra.  From that period its prosperity continued
to increase until the discovery of u passyre to Tudia by the Cape of Good
Hope, when it hegan to decline.  Its population in 1795 was, it is said,
250,000, while it is not now more thun 80,000 or 65,000, of which
16,000 to 18,000 are Christians. Colonel Chesney gives a somewhat
different account of the population. He eays that it was formerly
150,000, and that it is now reduced to 100,000, of which 66,500 are
Turks, 3,000 Armenians, 19,000 Greeks, 4,500 Jews, 5,000 Maronites,
2,000 Syrians and Aleppines. The language usually spoken here is
Arabic. The Pashalic of Aleppo occupies the north extremity of Syria,
and extends southward from the borders of Asin Minor at the foot of the
Taurus to Damascus, Tripoli (in Syria), and the confines of Arabia Deserta ;
the Mediterranean Sea, and the Bays of the Orontes and Iskandarfin being
its west limits, and the Euphrates its cast. Its surface contsins about
7,472 square miles. The west side is mountainous ; on the east the hills
are lower and more undulating. The soil in general is excellent, and the
climate good. Aleppo is known to the natives as Haleb-es-Shabha.
(Bowring— Palon—Chesney—Imperial Gazetteer.)

ALEXANDRETTA—Lat. Long. Elev.
Sece Iskandaran.

ALEXANDROVSK—Lat. 44°2° Long. 42°42 Elev,
A town and district governed by Caucasia, Russiu, the former 43 miles north-

16



ALE—ALI

west of Georgievsk. The south boundary of the district is formed by the
Caucasus, the south-west by the Konlian, and the north by the river Kanlaous.
Some forest-wood is found in the south, but is only used for fuel. The soil
is generally fertile and suited to the culture of grain and vines. The Kal-
maks establish their winter quarters on the north and south ; numerous bands
of Nogays pasture their flocks in the valleys of the south.

AL FEDAGHA~—Lat. Long. Elev.
A tribe of Arabs who wander about near Nahr Mahmadich, west of Bagh-
dad, Asiatic Turkey. They number 150 tente and the same number of
matchlocks. They are pastoral, agricultural, and warlike, and poseess some
good horses. (Jonres.)

AL HADR—Lat. 35°47° Long. 42°35° Elev.
A ruined ancient city on the banks of the Tharthar river in province of Bagh-
dad, Asiatic Turkey, 190 miles north-west of Baghdad, 40 miles south-west
by south of Maeal. The ruins occupy upwards of one mile in diameter and
are enclosed by a circalar wall of immense thickness, with square bastions or
towers at every 60 paces, built of large square stone. Outside is a broad
and very deep ditch now dry, and 100 to 150 paces beyond is a thick rampart,
now ounly a few feet high. Going round the town, and at some distance from
the fortifications, stand two high mounds, with square towers on them, one
on the east aide, and the other on the north. The whole city is built of a
brownish-grey limestone. An interesting account of these ruins is to be
found 1n 11th Vol of the Roy. Geo. Society’s Journal. (AdinaworA.)

ALI ARUS—Lat. Long. Elev.
A tribe of Arabs dependent on Hawizeh district in Kardistén. During the
summer and autumn they inhabit the banks of the Kerkhah and the marshes,
in the winter they travel into the desert on both sides of the river, where at
those seasons they find pasturage for their cattle and flocks. (Zayard.)

ALI DELU—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village on Kardistan in the Karadagh district at the source of the Taz-
khormati river—( Rick.)

ALIGUR—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in the province of Bayazid, Asiatic Turkey, situated on a stream
which immediately below the village falls into the Murdd Chai. It is
north-west of Bayazid and east of Arzram.

ALIJAH—Lat. Lung. Elev.
A village in the province of Arzrom, Auiatic Turkey, six milos west of Arzrim
at the point where the Trebizond and Constantinople roads meet, situated on the
west branch of the Buphrates. 1t is famous for baths and mineral springs
which taste strongly of sulpbur: their temperature is 85° to 100.° A Russian
division quartered here in 1829 burnt down half the houses, which have
not been rebuilt. The baths here are much frequented during the fine
season by the inhabitants of Arzram and its environs. (Sfuars.)

ALI KATHIR—Lat. Long. Elev.
A large Arab tribe which occupies the district of Dizfil, province of Khuzis-
tén, Persia, the plain between the river of Dizfal and the Karan, the
country between the Shawar and Dizfiil and the left bank of the Kerkhah
with the plains of Shush. 1t is divided into the following Lranches :—

Beni Moulla. Ali Lowweh.
Beni Maumah, El Muaneh.
Moawiyeh. Zeheriyah,
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Ebn Teruif. Chab.
Tarbush. Melain.
Rashid. Zabbah.
Madeyyeh. Rawashed.
Delfiyeh. Aanskuyeh.
Delim. Ebn Seyed.
Beni Akbah.

This tribe possesses many villages and small mud forts as Komat Kheirabad,
Mashkeit, &c., and is extensively engaged in the cultivation of the soil.
Each division has ita own Chicf and many of the villages are in the hands of
the Syuds. They are all however under one Chief, who is recognized by the
Government as the head of the tribe. They possess severul small tribes
of peasants, such as Shawali, Teyewah, &¢., &c., who are enguged in agri-
culture in the immediate neighbourbood of Dizful. The Ali Kathir may
probably consist of between 14,000 and 15,000 fumilies, and they bave fur-
nished & very good body of Irregular Arab cavalry. They have lost much
of thefir character a8 Arabs, and being engaged almost entirely with cultivat-
ing the land seldom openly plunder or war with the neighbouring tribes.
The Al Kethir is composed of fragmenta of various tribes, but the original
stock is said to be of the tribe of Neban from Nejd. The division which
occupy the plains of Shiish are the Ch4b and Zabbah., Layurd says that
truvellers are safe while in the country of the Ali Kethir. (Layard.)

ALIKHAMIS—Lat. Long. Elev.
A pomad Arab tribe who inhabit the plain of Ram Hormaz in Khazistan.
They ure a branch of the large Arab tribe of Maédan. (Layard.)

ALINDJA CHAI—Lat. Long. Elev.
A tributary of the Aras in the sub-division of Nakhshvan, province of Kara-
bagh, Georgia, Russia, which falls into that river just sbove the Armenian
town of Jalfa. (Chesney.)

ALINDYINE—Lat. Long. Elev.
A sub-division of the district of Nakhshvan in Georgia, Ruseia, comprising
the country round the village of Alindja.

ALISHAN—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in Province Diarbakr, Asiatic Turkey, about 40 miles east of Kbarpat.
It is situated in a plain having to the south the rosd leading to Arghana and
on the north the break in the mountains through which the Murad flows to
its junction with the Kars Sa above Keban Maden. The village is about
10 miles from the river and contains 100 Mahamadan families. Grain of
various kinds are grown, as well as cotton, and the palma christi, for the sake
of its oil which is used in lamps. There are neither prstures nor waste lands
in the plain, and the cattle are sent to the mountains to feed during the day,
but as they do not pick up sufficient to keep them, they are furnished through
out the year with chopped straw at home. (Broal)

AL-KARKHTYEH—Lat. Long. Elev.
A tribe of Arabs who reside about Keshkul and Syadelan, in Province of
Baghdad, Asiatic Turkey. They number 300 tents and are chiefly cul-
tivators. (Jones.)

AL-KARWIYEH—Lat. Long. Elev.
A tribe of Arabs who reside about Karatapa, in the Province of Baghdad,
Asiatic Torkey. They number 300 tents and are chiefly cultivators, though
they possess some camels. (Jones.)

18



ALK—ALT

ALKOSH—Lat. Long. Elev.
A town in the Province of Misal, Asiatic Turkey, situated 30 miles north of
Masal. It is a large place, very strongly built on the side of a low rocky hill ;
it is surrounded by a strong stone wall, and the honses are built in the most
substantia] manner of the same materials; all are arched at the lower story
and being built on » declivity, they rise above each other, which together
with ull the houses being loopholed and very strong makes it a place of
great strength. The inhabitants are all Chaldeans and Roman Catholics,
speaking nothing but Arabic. They are said to number about 2,000 to 3,000
souls. They ure a very stout independent set, and ean muster about 400
matchlocks. The men dress like Kards of the poorer class: the women
wenr blue trousers and over them a large blue shift ; they wear no veils; their
bair hangs down behind in two plaits or tails and round their heads they have
a garland of silver coine. (Shiel) (Rich.)

AL-MASHAHEDEH—Lat. Long. Elev.
A tribe of Arabs who wander about from Taji to Tarmigeh to the north-west of
Baghdad above the Saklawieh canal and on the right bank of the Tigris. They
number about 350 tents and the same number of matchlocks. They cultivate
lands usually pertaining to tbe farmed district of Dijel. They have cattle
in plenty, a few horses, and are capable of maintaining & position in a country
exposed to the Bedouins. They are expert thieves and indulge their pro-
pensities in petty waye unusual with the Arabs in general. (Jones.)

AL MUKADAM—Lat. Long. Elev.
A tribe of Chab Arabs who reside at Khat, near Dorek, in the Provinee of
Khazistan, Persia. They number 4,500 adult males. (Pelly.)

AL-TAI—Lat. Long. Elev.
A tribe of Arahs who reside south of the great Zab River in the Province
of Baghdad, Asiutic Turkey. They number 500 tente and are gemerally
employed in cultivation, though at times predatory. They possess many
camels. (Jonres.)

ALTYN KOPRI—Lat. Long. Elev.
A town on the Altyn 8a, Province of Mueal, Asiatic Turkey, and 106 miles
south-east from that town. It is situated in a peninsula (which hecomes an
island during the flood season) of the river, which is crossed by a bridge,
whence the town received its name,  gold bridge.” Its population is said at
one time to have been 8,000, but Kinneir says itis of the same size as Kufri,
which has a population of 2,000 only. It contains in addition to the dwelling-
houses several grain-stores and wharfs, at which last the rafts descending
thue far are discharged. These are a little below the town in the right
bank. The river just above the town is about a mile broad, but runs off
into two arms, which join below, both equally considerable and leaving the
town in an island. Many houses are commonly carried away in the spring.
The town is then completely washed by the river. On the side of the great

bridgﬁ the river is confined by a strong bank of concrete pebbles till about

the height of the bridge, where the bank retreats about quarter of a mile
and slopes up gently. On the north side is alow plain, sandy, and pebbly,
confined by broken hills at about the distance of a mile. This space bas
evidently st times been filled by the river up to the hills. (Kinneir— Chesney
Rich—8hiel.)

ALTYN SO—Lat. Long. Elev.
A river of Kiirdistan, which rises near Ushnai to the south-west of the
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north extremity of the Crfimia Lake; then after a course of about 30
miles to the south-east it turne abruptly eouth-west, and about 20 miles
onwards it receives in the latter direction five different afluents from the
valleys of the Kardistan Mountains. Thence it continues to Altyn
Kopr1, where it receives a stream from Kol Sanjak, whence it goes to join
the Tigris. (RicA—Chesney—Shiel.)
ALTYN TAKHT—Lat. * Long. Elev.
An ancient ruined city in Shirvan, Russis, 11 miles from the ford of Yedi
Balidk on the Aras. It is a considerable city which has every appearance
of having s much greater antiquity than the name appears to warrant.
The works are of the most solid construction and the bricks much larger
than are observed in modern buildings. The fortress is 1§ miles in circum-
ference, but there appears to have been an outer town, a suburb. A canal
had formerly conducted waters of the Aras to irrigate the surrounding
country, but it has long since been dry, and this city was finally ruined by
Nadar Shah.
AL 0Z—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village on the south bank of the Euphrates about 20 hours below Anah.
It has 150 houses. (Kinneir.)
ALWAR—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in the Province of Arzrtm, Asiatic Turkey, 5 miles from Hasn Kal,
on the road to Arzram. It is an extensive village, comprising besides many
cavern houses, three or four large and handsome edifices. (Onseley.)
AMADIA—Lat. 36°37°. Long. Elev. 4,265.
A town in Kirdistdn, Asiatic Turkey, 75 miles north-north-east of Miisal.
It is built on a rock terrace of limestone, the only one which overlies the sand-
stone throughout the valley. This rock lies on the enst side of the valley and is
an offset from the Matineh range. The extent of the terrace, which is in shay
somewhatoval, is three-fourthe milein length, and varying from 40 to 80 feet in
altitade, consisting of compact limestone reposing upon limestone. It takes
45 minutes to ascend from the base to the gute, the road being tortuous. There
are two gates to the town, one to the north-west, and the other to the east
The town stands on the east portion of the terrace, the remainder being
occupied by graves and = square open castle with circular towers at the
ngles, bui]’; by the late Beg of Rovandiz, when he mcked this place. The
terrace is also defended at various pointa by guard-houses, towers, and
irregularly constructed bastions, with occasional curtains, which are, however,
not carried round the work. The town is all in ruins; of the houses formerly
existing, only about one-fourth is made use of, the remainder being in astate
of decay. Above these perishing materials there rises o “ serai,” the residence
of the Pusha, thelower part built of stone, the upper of mud, and near it is 8
beautiful model of a pillar, & detached minaret, the only one in the
place and also near the only existing mosque. At present the chief population
of Amadia are Jews, who Kave 70 bouses here and threo agogues. The
Mahamadans have 60 houses and the Chaldeans have 20 houses, of which
five are Roman Catholic. There arc five houses of Armenians, who pursue
their usual avocations as jewellers, armourers, &c. There is usually a
ﬁrﬁmn of ncarly 200 irregulars, chiefly Amauta and Greeks of Rumelia.
e valley of Amadia, although containing many villages belonging partly
to Kards of the Bahdinan tribe and partly to Chaldeans, is but sparingly
cultivated, being mostly occupied by forests of Valonis oak, which more
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especially streteh along the east fort of the Turagharah from lence to
Rowandiz, a distance of three days’ journey, and this is the great district for
gathering gnlls and valonia. The bhottom of the valley is occupied by a
deposit of supra-cretaceous sandstone and sandstone conglomerate of little
adhesion and deeply intersected by water-—courses. It extends from the Ti-
gris to the vale of Rowandiz, being, however, curved about 12 miles east of
Amadia, in the district of Zibeiri, and is about five or six miles in width.
Amadia is the capital of the Bahdinan Kfrds, and is called by the natives
Ekbadan. The air of Amaidiais hot and unwholesome in the summer, in
consequence of which all the inhabitants move at this scason to an elevated
gituation, 24 hours from the town, where there is snow all the summer. Here
the Pasha has his summer-honse and people make huts for thcmselves. A
strong guard is, however, obliged to be kept up here for fear of the Tiari tribe
of Chaldeans, who are much dreaded by the Mahamadans. (dinswortd—
Rick.)
AMANA—Lat. Long. Elev.
A ruined castle in the province of Diarbakr, Asiatic Turkey, sitnated at the
angle formed by the junction of the Arganeh Maden and Dibench-Sa, which
form the west Tigris, and occupying the top of an isolated mountain, of great
height and inaccessibility. It can be approached only om one side by a
single path, hardly practicable for mules, the other two sides being hizh
perpendicular rocks, washed respectively by the Dibeneh and Maden rivers,
the weakest portion deriving additional strength from walls of amazing
thiokness. e aren of the summit is about 14 miles long and one mile
broad, and the whole, with the exception of a small portion of the south end,
is choked by the debris of old houses and reservoirs of black stone. On the
north-east side of the mountain a covered stair, cut out of the solid rock as
at Eggil, 280 foet high and eight feet broad, leads down to the Dibeneh-Si.
Its site, ite impreguability extensive remaing seem to coincide with that
of the ancient Carcathescerta.
AMAREH— .
A tribe of Arabs who reside in the Province of Bagldad, Asiatic Turkey.

Their divisions are as follows :—
Adderijat with 100 tents residing from Yessnaiyn to the Hye,

Al Atatfeh ,, 100 » In Awudeh north of the Hye,
Al Aabed ,, 150 ,, »»  Huish to Rumiyeh.
Alba Gharbi,, 100 ,, » Rumiyeh to Azniber.
Abhelijiyeh ,, 50 » Azniber to Bedaeh.
Alba Atiyeh 100 » Bedaeh to Abadiyeh,
Ajghanat ,, 50 ,, » Abadiyeh to Zikh.
Waled Aberkeh 30 ,, s Zikh to Bikher,

Al Berimat ,, 100 ,, » Yoosufrizeh,

Alba Amirch 100 ,, Heram.

Arubai ,» 100, » Ummed Bini.
Alba-al-Heh 100 ,, » An Nifeshizeh.
Waled Fara} 50 ,, » Ab#@ Ahmar.
Arruthan ,, 560 ,, »  Bither.

Al Hamas ,, 100 » Aba Zufer,

Total 1,280 ,,
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This tribe some GO years back wus one of the most powerful in Irak
Arabi and ruled with absolute authority both to the north and south of
the Hye River, setting the Government frequently at defiance and levying
black-mail from all around. The increased power of the Montefik under
the rule of Daud and Al1 Pashas served, however, to break them, and when
Jones wrote the above they could give but little anuoyance. The distin-
guishing title of the chief of them was Darvesh al Amir. They possessed
about 500 matchlocks, some good horses, and plenty of camel, sheep, and
oxen. They had frequent quarrels with the Beni Lum. Their war-cry is
“ Akhuyet Saudeh.”

The other divisions of the Amareh are as follows :—

Myah Beyt Nasir residing at Assedifeh  numbering 200 tents.

Al Kerim »» North of Sedifeh ” 200,
Ar Remhba »» Al Abel » v,
Az Zyed »» Bedat Ashameh » 10 ,,
Ad Delat »» Bedat Rudan »» 100
Az Zuahed » Aboo Ajhirat ” 100
Al Gharab » Al Zezreh ” 100
Alba Omrah » Wasit el Hye » 50
Alba Aryisa ” Al Akar ' 1w,
Adduiheri » I “:;jg“;;‘u;fu?é: . 10,
Al Kuwishat » Imet a] Zul " 50
Alba Ajaj » Kazmat al Hye ) 0,
Total .. 1,240

These portions of the Amarch are now living under the protection of the
Montefik Sheikh and cultivate lands assigned o them by him. They are
poor and pay for the lands they occupy an assessment of 300 shamies.
They have lost the character of Bedouins from their settled mode of
life. (Jomes.)

AMBAR-SU—Lat. Long. Elev.
A small river in province Diarbakr, Asiatic Turkey, which rices from a large
spring in the centre of the town of Hani and falls into the Tigris at Kurkli.
The head of water is confined in a stone-built basin and the supply issues
from several small arches. At the base of one of the sides the water is
very excellent and limpid with a temperaturc of 57° Fahr. (Taylor.)
AMOD—
A tribe of Bedouin Arabs, who inhabit the north part of Mesopotamia near
Nisibin, on the banks of the Jaghjagha river, in Asiatic Turkey. They
number 700 tents and are subject to the Shamur Arabs. (7aylor.)
ANAGASS—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in Kekhetia, Georgia, east of Siknak. In the centre of the village
stands a strong stone tower, built in former days as a defence against hostile
attacks, principally those of the Lesil;ls.
ANAH.—Lat. ng. Elev.
A town in the province of Baghdid, Asiatic Turkey, on right bank of
Eupbrates, 160 miles west-north-west of hdad situated on a fringe of soil
between a low ridge of rock and the river. e site of the ancient city of
Anatti is upon the opposite bank, a little below the present town. Situatedina
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district fertile in rice, corn, fruit, wine, and cotton, Anah forms a convenient
resting place for the caravans which traverse the great desert of Meso-
potamia. It is, however, exposed to the desert winds, locally termed  fatal
whirlwind,” which blow with great violence. Daring the Euphrates expe-
dition, in 1836-37, the Ship Zigris was lost in one of these hurricanes.
In 1807, Anah wus sacked and burned by the Wahabis. The population,
chiefly a branch of the Ommiades, or Beni-Ommaiyah, is estimated at 3,000
or 4,000. (Chesney—RichA—Imperial Gazetleer.)

ANAKLIA.—Lat. 42922’ Long. 41°28’ Elev.
A fortified town and port in Mingrelin, Russia, east coast of the Black Sea, on
the left bank of the Engura River, and near its embouchure. It contains a
custom-house and carries on some trade with Turkey. The fort was erected
by the Turks, but is now a Cossack post; near it is a wretched village.
(Von Hazthausen—Ilmperial Gazelleer.)

ANANUR.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in Georgia, on right bank of the Aragua river and abont 40 miles
north of Tiflis. It contains 47 houses with a population of 150 Georgiang
and 100 Armenians.

ANAPA.—Lat. 41°5¢ Long. 3795’ Elev.
A seaport and fortified town in Black Sea, Russian Circassia. The port ia
tolerubly good for small vessels, but the outer road is unsheltered and is
safely accessible only in the fine season. The fort was constrncted in 178+
by the Turks when the Russians took possession of the Crimea and the
island of Taman. In 1791 the Russians carried it by storm. It was after-
wards restored to the Turks, who strengthened the fortifications. By a sub-
sequent treaty the Russians agmin acquired possession of it. The ex-
ports are grain, tallow, hides, and honey and wax. The inhabitants are Cir-
cassians, Tartars, Greeks, Turks, Jews, Armenians, and Russians, and the popu-
lation, exclusive of the garrison, about 3,000. Itis a poor place and wretchedly
built, the only traces of European comfort being the newly-erected houees
of the Russian Civil and Military officers. There used to be some Circassians
in the garrison of this place. Before the acquisition of this place by the
Russians it used to be one of the chief posts by which the Turks used to
supply the Circassians with arms, ammumtion, and stores, to enable them to
¢ on the struggle with the former nation. (lmperial Gazetteer.)

ANHEL.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in Kardistan high up in the mountains near the source of a tri-
butary of the Tigris, some 40 miles north of Nisibin and 12 miles south of
Mediat. (Zuylor.)

ANT.—Lat. Long. Elev.
An ancient city in Turkish Armenia, on the right bank of the Arpa Chai and
26 miles east of Kére. The city is situated on a tongue of land, protected
on the east and south by the enormous and exceedingly steep ravine through
which flows the Arpa Chai, and on the west by another ravine of similar
proportions, which joins the above stream. These ravines may be 40 yards
wide and 20 yards deep. The north is the only side exposed to assault, and
this is defended by a double wall of hewn stone: even the ravines have been
strengthened by a strong parapet, which runs the whole length of the face
towanls the Arpa Chai, and the ravine to the west. The space inside the
walls must have been very confined and could not have admitted of a large
population. Each face of the fortress is about 500 yards in length. The
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walls are in as perfect a state as if they had been recently erected, being
built-double, of a soft red stone, in the best style of architecture, and of great
height and thickness, with enormous towers at close intervals. These are
round and may be 60 feet in height. The entire structure, both walls and
towers, is in such excellent preservation that comparatively little repair or
expense would be required to make them serviceable. The gates of the two
walls are not built opposite each other with the object no doubt of exposing
an assaulting party to greater loss in proceeding from the outer to the inner
gate. The site seems to have been admirably chosen for strength and pur-
poses of defence; at the south extremity is a high mound which was the
citadel, erowned with extensive ruins. A bridge over the Arpa Chai, of which
the remains are still in existence, connected the citadel with its left bank.
Near this spot in the stream is a very rugged rock, on which is built called
Kiz Kilisia. Besides the citadel the ruins consist of an edifice of great size
on the north-west angle. There also two high columns shaped like minarets,
but of great size, which may have been towers for military purposes. Three
churches complete the remains of Ani. All these buildings, walls, citadcl,
palace, columns, and churches are made of the same beautiful reddish stone,
intermixed with black, which receives a fine polish and produces an
odmirable effect. Everything is constructed in the most substantial and
massive manner and of first-rate masonry. The sides of the immense ravine
on the west side of the town are covered with excavations which form small
apartments and which were evidently used as dwellings or as shops. At
resent there are no inhabitants whatever in this city, but it might doubtless

Ec converted into an offensive and defensive position for Turkey in the same
way 88 Gamri is for Russia, for the position is excellent, and with so many
appliances at hand, the expense of converting this abandoned city into a
fortification of great strength ought not to be heavy.

ANJEL CHAIL—Lat. Long. Elev.
A riverof Van, in Asiatic Turkey, which risesin the mountains to the south of
the Mahmadieh Kala. It Hows through a narrow valley und the channel is
not in general more than 15 to 20 yards broad ; but it is deep, being scarcely
fordable. It flows into the Lake of Van, at the Bay of Vastan, and its depo-
sitions at this point has formed a sand bank, which cxtends to a considerable
distance, and it is probable the way will before long be completely filled up as
it is alrendy very shallow. (Brani.)

ANKOWA.—Lat. Long. Elev,
A village in the province of Musal, Asiatic Turkey, a short distance north of
Arbeél, entirely inhabited by Chaldeans. (Rick.)

AN NAIM.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A tribe of Arube who reside near Hawrin, in the province of Baghdad,
Asiatic Turkey. They number 100 tents, are chiefly of the Momen (religi-
ous) order ; many of them profess great sanctity and go about as Syuds and
Darvishes. They posscss camels and horses.  (Jones.)

AN NEDEH.—Lat. Loung. ov.
A tribe of Arubs who reside near Mendali in the province of Baghdad, Asiatic
Turkey. They number 300 tents, and are usually employed in cuitivation,
though not free from predatory habits. (Jomes) -

ANTAR].—Lat. Long. Elev.
A small village in the Aljazirah, in province of Baghdad, Asiatic Turkey, on
the roud hetween Mardin and Mnsar. (dinsworth.)
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ANTI TAURUS.—Lat. Long. Elev.
The name applied by different authorities to various sﬁurs from the range of
the Caucasus in Asiatic Turkey. For instanee the following spurs are called
Anti Taurus, riz., 1st., the spur between the two branches of the Euphrates ;
2nd, that between the Murad Chai and the sources of the Tigris; 3rd, various
spurs to the west of the Euphrates. This seems to me a very slipshod way
of naming ranges, and it would certainly be better to leave it alone than give
half a dozen totally different spurs the same name. The name Anti-Taurus
is fanciful and of course unknown to the natives, and so I shall not adopt it.

ANTOGH TAGH.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A peak on the range between the Murad Chai and the sourves of the Tigris,
in the provinee of Disrbakr, Asiatic Turkey. When Ainsworth saw it from
near the village of Kizl Aghajin July it {ad a good denl of smow on it,
though this docs not remain all the summer. The description of this autho-
rity 18 exceedingly vague and unsatisfuctory on this point. (dinsworth.)

APSHERON—Lat. 40°29’ Long. 50° 30’ Elev.
A peninsula of the west coast of the Caspian Sea, formed by a spur running
east from the Caucasus. Its heights and cliffs are composed of chalky
rocks upon which here and there repose masses of a sort of brown freestone.
The chalky rock exhibits in great numbers petrifications of the same kind
of fish which still exist in the Caspian. About 36,000 1bs. of prepared saffron
erc annually exported from Apsheron. There are ten salt lakes on the lpenin-
sula, only one of which is worked, and this yields, notwithstanding defective
mauagement, 10,000 tons of salt annually. But much more might be ob-
tained. There are also o number of naptha pits, black and white, which are
wrought by the Russian Government. The peninsula of Apsheron has
been celebrated for many centuries in all the east countries as a sacred soil,
and the fire-worshippers still make pilgrimages to adore the fires which then
isgue from the earth, arising from the ignition of the naturally formed
naptha. (Imperial Gazettesr.)

ARABAH OVOHSI—Lat. Long. Elev.
A fertile valley in the province of Aleppo, Asiatic Turkey, near Ramkala,
1t contains numerous villages. (Ainswortk.) :

ARAGA—Lat. Long. Elev.
A river in Georgia which rises in the Mount Kazbek of the Caucasus,
flows south, and falls into the Kar at the town of Mtzchetha, 25 miles
above Tiflis. The valley is described as one of the richest parts of the
province of Georgia. (Chesney.)

ARAKOLETS VANK—Lat, Long. Elev.
An Armenian monastery in province Diarbakr, Asiatic Turkey. It is a
place of some fame, and is situated on the slope of the mountain at whose
foot are the remains of Khoren, and near Changerli. There is an elaborately
earved ebony door here, which was sent from Indis many centuries ago, as
8 votive offering from an Armenian colony. (7aylor.)

ARALIK—Lat. Long. ev.
A village in Russian Armenia on the right bank of the Arpa Chai, a few
miles below Gamri. 1t has a small tower.

ARARAT—Lat. 39°42’ Long. 43°38’ Elev. 17, 323.
A celebrated mountain in Arwmenia, forming the point of contact of
Russia with Turkey and Persia, to all of which it belongs. It lies
in the south portion of the extensive plain of the Arms, about 35 miles
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Lroad, and of whose length ahout 70 miles can he taken in by the eye. 1t
consists of two mountains, the Great Ararat on the north-west, and the Less
Ararat on the south-cast, their summits in a direct line being about seven
miles apart, and their bases insensibly blending into each other by the inter-
position of a wide, level, upland valley. The summit of the Great Ararat
lien in latitude 39° 42’ North, longitude 43° 38’ East, and is 17,323 feet
above the sea level, and 14,320 feet above the plain of the Arms. The
north-cast slope of the mountain is about 14 miles in length, and the south-
west about 20 miles. On the former, visible oven from Erivan, 32 miles
distant, is a deep, gloomy, crater-like chasm. The mountain is covered with
perpetual snow and ice for about three miles from its summit downward, in an
oblique direction. On the cntire north half, from about 14,000 feet abeve
the eea, it shoots up in onc rigid crest to its summit, and then stretches
downward on its south side to a level not quite so low, forming what is
called the Silver Crest of Ararat.

Little Ararat rises 13,003 feet above the sea level, and 10,140 feet above
the plain of the Aras, and is free from snow in September and October. 1ts de-
clivities are greater and stecper than those of the Great Ararat, and ita almost
conical form is marked with severnl delicate furrows that radiate downwards
from it summit. The top of the Great Ararat was first rcached on October 9th,
1829, by Professor Parrot, who reportsit to be a * gently vaulted, nearly cruei-
form surface, of about 200 paces in circuit, which at the margin sloped off pre-
cipitously on every side, but particularly towards the south-east and north-west.
Formed of cternal ice, without rock or stone to interrupt its continuity, it was
the austere silvery head of old Ararat.” Towards the cast this summit is con-
nected, by means of u flattish depression, with a lower summit, distance 397
yards ; and in like manner covered with ice. After remaining on the sammit
three-quarters of an hour, determining the height, and making various observa-
tions, Parrot descended to the monastery of St. Jumes; the third day after he left
it. The observations of Parrot have been in every respect confirmed by another
Rassisn traveller, named Abich, who reached the summit of the Great Ara-
rat without difficulty on July 20th, 1845. He, with six others, remained an
hour on the top, without experiencing any inconvenience from cold, so much
felt by Parrot and his companions.  Abich, previous to making the ascent,
bad his tent for some time pitched on the upper slope of the mountain, in
the valley between the two peaks, nearly 8,000 feot above the eea. He re-
porte the important fact that from this point the ascent can with facility be
accomplished, few obstructions interfering with the progress of the traveller
compared with those met with on the ascent from the monastery of St.
James. It would appear even that the ascent of Mount Ararat is easier than
that of Mont Blane, for the height of the latter, above the valley of
Chamouni, is 12,000 feet, while that of the former, above the point where
Abich pitched his tent, cannot be above 8,000 feet, and the limit of perpetual
snow 18 lower on the Swiss than on the Armenian Mountain. The sca-
son most snitable for the ascent is the end of July or beginning of August,
when the summer uttains its greatest heat, and when there is annually &
period of atmospheric quiet, nccompanied by a elear, unclouded sky. So
soon, however, as the five days in the earlier part of August are over, the
atmospheric war commences in the higher regions of the air, the strife being
hottest between the two great peaks. Then there is no certainty of fine

weather, for sudden thunderstorms, always on the higher parts of the
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mountains, accompanied by hail and snow, endanger the life of the traveller.
This continual elemental strife has left, on the summit of the Little Ararat,
an enduring memorial of its rigour in the lightning-tubes with which the
rocks are bored. These tubes are covered with a greenish glass, which was
formerly supposed to be obsidian. So numerous are they on the highest
peaks that they impart to the rock the appearunce of worm-bored wood.
Wholly isolated on the north, south, and cast sides this enormous
mass shoots up abruptly from the plain on which it etands, in
stupendous grandeur, to the eye, apparently cxceeding in height the giants
both of the Himalaya and the Andes. The north-west slope of this mouu-
tain is purtially connected with a chain, which, running west into Turkish
Armenia, borders the entire right bank of the Aras; its west end, wheul-
ing round the head waters of that river, touches Arzram, and gives to the
left hank a mountain-barrier similar to that which exists on the right. All
travellers attest the volcanic nature of the Ararat Mountains, as evidenced by.
the stones found on all their slopes, undoubtedly the products of a crater.
They are composed chiefly of trachytic porphyry, and on them pumice and
various descriptions of lava have been met with. Reineggs avers that
he saw the Great Ararat send forth smoke and flame for three days,
in 1785 ; but this is believed to be one of the many romances
which that traveller has related. No such occurrence was remembered by
individuals resident on the mountain at the period indicated, and no eruption
is found recorded in the chronicles of the monastery of Echmiadzin, though
they extend back over a period of 800 years. All doubt, however, as to
the volcanic nature of the two Ararats was put an end to on July 2, 1840,
when an eruption took place from the head of the great chasm, which de-
stroyed the monastery and chapel of St. James, the village of Arguri,
and their inmates. Dr. Wagner, an enterprising German traveller and
naturalist, who visited the spot in 1843, gives in substance the follow-
ing account of that event, as rclated by Sahatel Chotschaieff, brother
to Stephun  Agn, village elder of Arguri, honorably mentioned both hy
Parrot and Dubote, and confirmed by other two eye-witnesses: —* On July
2nd, 1840, half an hour before sun-sct, the atmosphere elear, the inha-
bitants of Armenia were frightened by a thundering noise that rolled loudest
and most fearfully in the vicinity of the Great Ararat. During an undulat-
ing motion of the earth, lasting about two scconds, which rolled from the
mountain east and south-east and wrought great destruction in the districts
of Sharur and Nokhshvan, a rent was formed in the end of the great
chasm, about three miles above Arguri, out of which rose gas and vapour, hurl-
ing with immense force stones and carth over the slope of the mountain
down into theplain. The vapour rose very quickly higher than the summit
of Ararat, and seems to have been wholly c} aqueous composition, for in
the same night a heavy rain fell in the vicinity of the mountain, an unusual
occurrence in this country during summer. The vapour at first was of various
colours, in which blue and red provailed. Whether flames buret forth could
not be ascertained ; but the pillars of vapour or smoke had a red tint, which,
had the eruption taken place during the night, might possibly have exhibited
flame. The blue and red tint of the vapour soon became dark ULlack, and
immediately the air was filled with a very disagrecable smell of sulphur.
While the mountain continued to heave, and the earth shake, with the unre-
mitting thunder, along with the subterranean cracking and growling might
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be heard the whiz as of bombs caused by the force with which stones and
large masses of rock, some upwards of H0 tons weight, were hurled through
the air. Likewise, the dash of the stones as they met in the air in their
flight could be distinguished from the thundering noise issuing from the
interior of the mountain. Where these large stones fell there in general
they lay, for, in consequence of the gentle declination of the ground at the
foot of the mountain, to roll far was impossible. The eruption continued a
full hour. When the vapour had cleared away, and the shower of stones
and mud had ceased, the rich village of Arnguri, the monastery and chapel of
St. James, were not to be seen ; all, along with their inmates, were buried
under the mass of stones and mud that had been ejected. The earthquake,
which aecompanied the eruption, destroyed 6,000 houscs in the neighbouring
districts of Nakhshvan, Sharar, and Crdabad. Four days after a second
catastrophe occurred, which spread still further the work of destruction at the
foot of the mountain. After the rent in the chasm, whence issued the
vapour and stones, had closed, there remained in the same place a deep basin
filled with water by the melting of the snow, by the rain, and by a streamlet
from above, 50 88 to form a small lake. The mass of stone and clay, which
formed a dum, and surrounded the lake like the edge of s erater, was burst
by the weight of water, and poured down the declivity of the mountain
with irresistible force in a stream of thick mud, which spread into the plain,
and partly stopped up the bed, and altered the course of the small river
Ksarast. A part of the gardens of Arguri that had eseaped the eruption
were destroyed by this stream of mud, which carried trees, rocks, and the
bodies of the inhabitants of the village down into the plain, and to the bed
of the Kar#sa. This stream of mud was three times repeated, and was
accompaniad by subterranean noises.”

A document, purporting to be an account of this remarkable ocenrrence,
was drawn up by a Russian officer, Mujor Woskoboinikoff, who, however,
did not approach the mountain nearer than Erivan, where he obtained his
information solely from inhabitants of that town, who had visited the
place after the eruption. He narrates that the mass which covered up
St. Jamee’ monastery and Arguri was loosened by the earthquake from the
highest regions of the mountain, This veracious document, preserved in
the town archives of Tiflls, gave rise to the erroncous report that a part
of Ararat had fallen, and that the snowy summit had considerably sunk,
which story Dr, Wagner distinctly contradicts, not only from very perfect
evidence derived from a minute investigation of the locality, but also from
the concurrent testimony of numerous individuals who had spent their whole
life on Ararat, and in its vicinity. Another fable, which has gnined some
currency, is that this mountain forms a landmark for the navigators of
the Caspian Ses, to which a sufficient reputation is furnished by the fact,
that the nearest point of the Caspian is about 260 miles distant. There are
several glaciers on the Great Ararat, from one of which flowed the stream
that passed through the village of Arguri, the lowest being about 10,000
feet above the sea level. .

The fauna of Ararat is very poor, the only mammal, according to Wagner,
being the common hare. Birds are tolerably numerous till about half way up
the great chasm, heyond which they do mot ascend. The most celebrated
18 the rose starling (S¢urmus roseus), famed as a locust-killer. Insects are
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numerous, among which, as peculiar, may be noted the curiously formed
coleopter, callisthenes, araraticus. One resson for the small number of the
mammalia is, doubtless, the want of water on the mountain, which at the
eame time causes & scant vegetation. Still many forms of plants are to
be met with. The Great Ararat, on ite north side at all events, has no
trees, but on the Little Ararat, the birches form quite a forest, due no
doubt to the greater moistness of the soil. In antumm, yellow ackillem,
white fcabioser, and different kinds of composite, chiefly of red tints, are
prominent. A few specimens of jumiperus, ozycedrms, and cofomeaster
uniflora are to be seen. The alpine vegetation is the eame as on the Cauea-
sus, and the most fmquentlI to be met with are aster alpinue and pulchellus,
campanuia saxifraga, pyrethrum caucasickm and cenlavurea puleherrima.

That Noah’s ark rested on the top of Mount Ararat is not te be credited ;
the difficulty of the descent, and the low temperature of the atmosphere,
which must have killed many of the animals, altke preclude the sapposition ;
and, morcover, Scripture does not say it rested on the top, but merely “ on
the Mountains of Ararat.” If this be the mountain there referred to, which
is somewhat doubtful, seeing that the olive does not grow near it, the ark
must have rested on one of its lower slopes.

The name Ararat is said to be derived from Arai, a King who lived 1750
years before Christ. He fell in battle, in an Armenian plain, which was hence
called Arai-arat, the fall of Arai. Before bim reigned Amassis, the sixth
from Japhet, who called the country Amasia; hence the name Massis, by
which alone Armenians in the present day know the mountain. By the
Turks and Persians it is called Agridagh. The third syllable dagh, means
mountain, but philologists are not agreed on the signification of agri.
{Imperial Gazetlcer.)

ARAS—Lat, Long. Elev.
A river of Armenia, which rises from the gide of Bin Gol or * mountain of a
thousand lakes,’ about 30 miles south of Arzrim and nearly in the centre
of the space between the east and west Euphrates. It receives at its com-
mencement the name of Harharas from its many afftuents. Its course from
its first spring near Jabl Scihan is almost north-east for about 145 miles
through Armenia, when it turne cast being then necar the frontier of Kars:
this proximity continues for 110 miles, the river in all that extent running
parallel to the frontier and eventually touching it for an instant at the
south extremity, where it is joined by its first large tributary, the Arpa
Chai, which comes from the north and forms the east boundary of Kars.
On recciving this stream the Aras leaves the province, taking a south-east
and tortuous course, between the foot of Mount Ararat and Erivan, opposite
to which city the Karasa runs into it from the north, and a little further
east it is joined by the Zenani, which also comes from the north and washes
Erivan. The general direction after rounding Ararat continues as before
south-east, the nver separating the territory of Erivan from the district a¢
the foot of that mountain. It receives on the right side in this part of its
course the south Karasa, which comes by a north-east course from the Sani
district and the. Ajichsi also from the south, whilst on the opposite or north
eide it is joined by the Zaighon, the small Arpa Chai, the north Karasu,
the Abaran, and at the north extremity of Nakhehvan, by the great Arpa
Chai, which forms the west limits of the province. Being thus augmented

29



ARA—ARB

it flows round the south border of Nukhshvan for nearly a distance of 38
miles to the fortress of AblLasalLid, and here receives a Lhird Arpa Chai in
addition to other streams, eiz., the Nakhsvan Chai and the Atendja Chai. As
the country is here moderately level the course of the Arus continues to
be tranquil as far as the village of Jalfs, where it enters a rocky defile,
extending about 14 miles, und having forced ita way over a succession of
cataracts it finally enters the level country with a noise which is heard at
the distance of a mile. The Aras now bends to the north-east for a
distance of about 35 miles along the district of Urdabad, where it is
sugmented by the Ghilan Chai, the Oustontron Chai, the Nenate Chai, the
Ailisse Chai, and finally the Crdubad Chai.

In quitting the latter village the course of the Aras becomes more tortuous,
and it takes the general direction of north-east between the provinces of
Karabagh and Karatagh, till it enters the extensive plain of Moghan. (The
Persian army under Abb#s Mirza crossed here in the war of 1828-20. It
consisted of six battalions and 12 guns and took 24 hours in crossing. )

A little to the west of Moghéin its width is about 350 feet, aud it is
crossed by o stone bridge of 15 arches in a very dilapidnted state. A few
miles short of this tract it is joined on the south sde by a considerable
tributury formed by two branches, viz. the Karsii, coming north-north-west
from the mountains of Ghilan, and the Adhar, which falls into the former
-branch a few miles before it enters the Aras after a lengthened course from
the mountains north of Tabrez. Having run about 35 miles through the
plain of Moghain, where it receives the Bergasht strean on the left the
Arus ot some distunce from their common estuary is joined by the Kar
near the castle of Kalagin, whos length to the place of junction is greater
than that of the former river. The river is extremely rapid, but oceasmonally
fordable in many places during the summer. At Nakhshvn it is not more
than G0 yards wide, and at Mergri, 55 miles north of Tabréz it is about 80
yards in breadth and 4 feet deep, and is a rapid foaming torrent, fordable
only in one place obout 14 miles further up the river. A few miles below
this place is & handsome bridge, thrown across the river by Abbas the Great.
There is another bridge of seven arches each, double, of beautifully light
construction at Chobin Koprt, 4,600 feet elevation. This bridge was crossed
by Paskievite’ army operating against Arzrim in 1838-29, and is the spot
where the Greeks under Zenophon sapposed they had come to the banks of
tho Colchian Phasis, tho streams being here called the Phasichai from the
name of the district. There is another bridge at Hasn Kala of two arches only.
The ferrics over the Aras appear to be at Kargalik, Jalfa, Tyrabad, Khada
Afrin, and the fords are 1% above Megri, at Aslandiz, and Zedi Balik.

ARASCI A—Lat. Long. Elev.
A river of Mingrelin, Russia, which rises in the mountains and flows south-
west, and after receiving the Hippus Hows through Letsghum, dividing
Mingrelin from Iberia and enters the Phasis near the Iredia.— (Kinneir.)
ARBRL—Lat. 36°11". Long. Elev.
A town in province of Misal, Asiatic Turkey, 58 miles south-east of Maenl.
It is sitnated in a fertile plain, but derives its chief interest from the celebrated
battle of Arbéla, in which Alexander the Great defeated Darius and decided
the fate of Persia, B. C. 331. It subsequently formed part of the dominions
of a family of Persian or Armbic Princes. It was at one time a large and
important city, defended by a etrong fortress on n conical hill, and capable

30



ANMB—ARD

of conlaining a large gurriron that stands on a large mound 60 or 70 feet
high, 900 feet long, and 600 feet wide. It is enclosed by a brick wall with
bastions and contains three large mosques and two baths. At the foot of
the mound is another town surrounded by a8 mud wall and nearly ruined and
deserted.  Lts population is 6,000 souls. Rich saye that it is situated at the
foot of the mount and only part of it on it. Shiel remarks that he saw no
river near Arbél, and the people declared there was none.  So it is an error
to say it is on the right bank of the Little Zab River. (Kizneir—URicA—
Sheil—TImperial Guzelteer.)

ARBUZANK —Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in Van, Asiatic Turkey, 5 miles from north shore of Lake Van. It
is situated in a hollow at the cast foot of the Sapan Dagh. (Brant.)

ARDAGAN—Lat. Long. Elev.
A town in Asiatic Turkey, in the Province of Arzram. Monteith mentions
it as having been taken by the Russians under Mouravief in the war of
1828-29, and says it is situated at the junction of the Kars and Arzrum
roads. (Monleitd)

ARDAHAN.—Lat. Long. Elev.
“A highland in which are the sources of the Aras and Kar.”
(Abick.)

ARDAHAN.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A town in pmvinee of Kars, Asiatic Turkey, on the left bank of
Avdahén Chai

ARDBABA.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A peak on the Zagros Range of Kordistén, bearing north to cast from
Bana. There is a pass of this name leading from Bana into Persia, which is
snid to be easier than the Tak-i-gira road, though the mountains are very
dismal in appearance, looking burnt and bare. (Rick.)

ARDILLER.—Lat. Long. V.
A district of Caucasia but where situated is impossible to make out from the
text of this authonity. (Wagwer.)

ARDISH. —Lat. ong. Elev.
A village in Van, Asiatic Turkey, on the bank of the Ardish Chai, and at
the north corner of Lake Van, 1t issituated in a small plain and is inhabited
by about 100 Muhamadans and & very few Armenian families; they have
a small and very ancient church. There is a castle here, the residence of the

ptty governor of Ardish, which is in a most ruinous condition, the walls
aving fallen in many places, and as they do not reach down to the shore it

is open towards the Inke and may be said not to have any defences. The
houses within the walls are in the style of the villages in the neighbourhood,
half under ground. The territory within the jurisdiction of this petty
Governor containg about 20 thriving and large village masses, and a few
which are small and poor the inhabitunts possess., The rvad crosses the
plain in a etraight line. The Haidaranlis tribe of Kirds pasture their
cuttle on the neighbouring mountains and pass the winter on the villages
belonging to Ardish. The winter is severe here, and a great deal of snow
falls, but the cold is never so intense as at Arzroim; occasionally the lake
here freezes firmly enough for people to cross over from Ardish to the oppo-
site side. They own a great number of cattle, sheep, and mares, as the pastures
are extensive and fine. The soil is alluvial, deep, and very productive. It
would appear that the plain of Ardish is gaining on the lake, in ten years
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it having advanced one mile. Formerly along the shore there was an impas-
sable morass which the road to Ardish led round. (Brant.)
ARGHANA MADEN.—Lat. 38°13’ Long. 39°10 Elev. 3,644
A town in Disrbakr, Asiatic Turkey, 36 miles north-west of Diarbakr town on
the left bank of the Tigris, near its source. It is situated on Mount Taurus, on
a declivity so stecp that the houses appear to be piled one above another, and
in winter the torrents rush down the street with a violence which often
makes them impassable. It is wretchedly built and is inhabited by Turks
and Kirds, Near it, at an elevation of 3,64+ fect, thereis a rich copper mine.
The surrounding hills are covered with vineyards, and the town is noted for
the quantity of wine made in its vicinity. Its population isahout 4,000 souls.
ARGHANEH.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in province Kars, Asiatic Turkey, on road between Kars and Gamri,
It contains a small stone tower and is situated in a highly cultivated country.
ARGHUZAN.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in province Kars, Asiatic Turkey at the junction of the river of
Kars with the Arpa Chai.

ARGON.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A river of the Caucasus which flows into the Terek. (4bick.)
ARGURI.—Lat. Long. Elev. 5,400.

A village in Russian Armenia, 186 miles south of Tiflis and 30 miles zouth-
west of Erivin, on the level ground at the ¢nd of the great chasm on the north-
east slope of Mount Ararat. This was formerly one of the largest
and most beautiful villages in Armcnia; its houses, all of stone, were
enclosed in court-yards surrounded by stone walls, and it had a well-built
church. A rivulet, which had its source in a glacier and passed down
though the great chasm, had its outlet at the village and in conjunction
with some spring wells afforded a plentiful supply of good water. The
inhabitants, about 1,600 Armcnians and a number of Kiirds, lived by rearing
horses and cattle and by growing some corn, though at a distance from the
village, the g0il on the immediate neighbourhood being very strong. They
also cultivated the vine, which according to tradition was first planted here,
when he left the ark, whence the Armenian name of the village. Up the
mountain, & short distance from Argfiri, was the monastery and chapel of
St. James, 6,375 feet above the sea. It stood on & grassy terrace, about 25
feet above the rivulet on the lower part of the chasm, which here hassa
depth of 600 to 800 feet. On 2nd July 1840 an eruption of Ararat over-
whelmed in one common destruction the village of Argiiri, the monastery and
chapel of St. James, with their inhabitants and inmates, consisting of 1,600
Armenians, 400 Kirdieh servants, and eight monks. Only 114 individuals
escaped, who were engaged in the fields at a distance from the scene
of calamity. Since the eruption the wells of the village have given forth
discoloured water of a sulphurous taste. (Imperial Gazetteer.)
ARIN.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in Van, Asiatic Turkey, about one mile from north shore of Lake
Van, It contains 15 Armenian families; also ten of Kards make their
winter quarters here. The eoil is very productive and well adapted to the
culture of the water melon, and the pastures near the village are good and
extensive and the peasants own a considerable number of cattle and mares.
Soda is collected on the borders ‘of the lake and is sold to the Kards for
making soap. (Brast.)
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ARISHBAN.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in the province of Miish, Asiatic Turkey, near the town of Miish,
(Brant.)

ARISHKARD.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A plain in the province of Bayazid, Asiatio Tarkey, extending from Diadin
for +U miles, with a breadth of 6 to 16 miles. The eoil is rich and the plain
abundantly watered, containing above 30 villages, three only of which have
Armenian inhabitants, all the remainder being Kiirds and Terekemehs. It
seems comparatively deserted for the plain certainly could maintain double
the number of the existing villages, even were they all large.  (Brant.)

ARJISH—Lat. Long. Elev.
A town in provinee of Vin, Asiatic Turkey, situate at the north-west side of
the lake, 40 miles west by north from Van. It has o castle now in ruinous
condition. In the neighbourhood arc some beautiful gardens, and throughout
the district large quantities of corn and cotton are produced. The Lake of
of Vin is sometimes called Lake Arjish. (/mperial Gazelleer.)

ARMENTA.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A country of Western Asia, not now politically existing. It varied in extent
at different cpochs, and its precise boundaries are not now known; but it
may he regarded as lying between lat. 36° 50 and 41° 41” north, and long.
36% 20’ and 48° 40’ "east. It was sometimes sub-divided into first, sceond
and third Armenia, to which a fourth was afterwards added ; but the divi-
sion by which it was almost universally known was into Armenia Major
and Armenia Minor, or the Greater and the Less Armenia. The bounda-
riea of each, acenrding to Colonel Chesney, the latest authority on the subject,
and probably the best, are as follows :—Armenia Major, commencing at
Sumeisat, stretches along the Euphrates, which bounds it on the west till
near Arzinjan, a few miles to the south of which it quits the river, and
keeps the direction of Tarabizan as far as the mountains south of Gamish
Khéna. It proceeds north-east along this range, then skirts the extremity
of the district of Kam, and passing onward to near Tiflis becomes the
right bank of the Kar, whose course it follows to its estnary in the Caspian
which now becomes the boundary on the east. Leaving the Caspian, it
turns south-west in the direction of Tabréz, and passcs through the districts
of VBn and Diarbakr, on the frontiers of which it again meets the Euphrates
at Sumeisat. Armenia Minor, or as it might be called, the territory west
of the Euphrutes, lies along the range of the Kof-tigh, which runs west
almost parallel to the Black Sca, and forms its north boundary as farasa
point on the river Halys or Kizil-Trmak, not fur from its estuary in the
Black Sea. Armenia Minor follows the conrse of this river for about 150
miles, and continuing south-west meets the Taurus, which becomes its
boundary almost to the sea, ncar Ayass, on the west side of the Bay of
Iskandaren. From this point it sweeps round the south side of the districts
of Adana and Marash, and meets the Euphrates, which thus intersccts
Armenia almost centrally, and forms the natural boundary Letween the two
divisions now described. Armcenia Major has an area of about 84,000 squure
miles; Armenia Minor about 70,000. The territory of this once celebrated
kingdom is now partitioned among Turkey, Persia, and Russia. The first of
these powers posscsses the largest share, being that which Lorders on the
Euphrates, and includes the north part of Disrbakr, with Mush, Van, and
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the Pashalic of Arzram. The share of Persia forms part of Kardistan, and
almost the whole of Azarbijsn. The share of Russia forms its Government
of Armenia. It stretches along the river Aras, and is sometimes known as
the district of Erivan.

The plateau of which Armenia chiefly consists is mountainous and voleanie.
The ridges, of which there are principally four, are generally parallel to each
other, running with sundry deviations esst and west, and between them are
broad valleys and plateaux ; that of the Aras, at Mount Ararat, being 2,800
feet, and many others 5,000 to 8,000 fect above the sea level. The moun-
tains are mainly composed of trachytic porphyry, with elate, limestone, &e.,
appearing on the sides of the chains, and sometimes rising up with the por-
q‘hyry. Granite is also met with, butis not frequent ; and in the north, in the

urkish province of Akalzik, tertiary fossiliferous formation is found. Ita
volcanoes are all yuiescent, unless we except Ararat, of which an eruption
tock place in 1840, accompanied by a disastrous earthquake. A few moun-
tains, as Ararat, Alagaz, and Béngél-digh, rise above the line of perpetual
snow, but this is not generally the case; and there are no passes but
can be crossed in a single day. Silver, lead, iron, and copper are found in
the mountains; and the last two have, to some extent, ieen wrought in
modern times. Rock-salt is plentiful, and is cxported in considerable quan-
tities to Persin and elsewhere. Mineral waters abound, but little or nothing
18 known of their constituents, or of their medicinal qualities.

Several important rivers take their rise in Armenia, namely, the Kor
and its tribntary the Aras, lowing cast to the Caspian Sea; the Gechorak and
the Kizil-irmak, flowing north to the Black Sea; and the Tigris and
Buphratea, which flow into the Persian Gulf. There are also several
minor tributary streams. The only considerable lakes are those of Van, 70
miles in length, und about 28 in breadth; Gokcha, Sevan, north-east of
Erivan, about 40 miles long by 13 broad, and the Uriimia.

The climate of Armenia is very severe, presenting quite a contrast to that
of the warm regions of the lower Euphrates, and to the mildness prevalent
on the shores of the Black Sea. Any one, indeed, leaving the shores of the
Black Seain April, and travelling rapidly south, may in one week experience
the delights and discomforts of three seasons of the year. On the shore of
the Black Sea he leaves spring in her most beauteous garb; on the plateau
of Arzrim he meets stiff cold winter, and sees before him a wide extent of
country covered with snow and ice ; in Mesopotamia he finds approaching
harvest, and the farmer busy with artificial irrigation to counteract the
effects of the burning heat. Winter in Armenia continues from October
to May, spring and harvest a month each, and the change to summer is very
mpid. The heat, especially in the valleys, during summer is great, and
rain seldom falls. In Erivan, which is a degree of latitude south from
Tarabizan, the thermometer in winter falls 36° Fahr. lower than it does in the
latter; and in summer it rises 24° Fahr. higher. On the plateaux of Arz-
ram, Gamn, &c., the difference is still greater; indeed, in the town of
Arzram the enow lies in the streets for eight months of the year. East
and south-east winds in summer, west winds in spring, and north-east storm
winds in winter are most prevalent. Though severe, the climate is, however,
esteemed healthy. Of the productions of Armenia, the wheat and
barley are parﬁmin.rly fine; nor is it very uncommon to have three succes-
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give crops of grain in some places. The gardens yield grapes in abundance,
also oranges, peaches, nectarines, figs, apples, pomegranates, and other fruits.

Honey, wax, manna, and gallnuts are exported from the more mountainous
districts, where, especially castward of Taribizan, the finest timber is very
abundant. The scenery here is at once beautiful and strikingly grand from
various points of view, as the mountains are scen rising abruptly from the
sea to an elevation of 4,000 and 5,000 fect, their sides being covered with
dense forests, composed of gigantic chestnut, beeeh, walnut, alder, poplar,
willow, elm, ash, maple, and box-trees, with firs towards their summits,
and a magnificent underwood of rhododendron, bay, hazel, &c. The lesa
elevated grounds produee cotton, hemp, tobaceo, and raw silk in abundance ;
besides precious stones, such as the turquois, beryl, crystal, pearl, and ruby.
Besides the more valuable metals, gold and silver, Armenia abounds in
copper, lead, iron, saltpetre, sulphur, bitumen, quarries of ecal, marble, and
jusper, with several mineral springs, which have been celebrated for many ages.

The chief exports of this neglected and almost unknown country consist
at present of copper, which is carried to Constantineple; also iron, silk,
cotton, wine, tobacco and gallnuts.

The Armenians are exceedingly fond of foreign commerce and home
trade, both of which are prosecuted with such suceess that even the Jews
are in many instances driven out of the field of competition. We find the
industrious Armenians seattered over Arabis, Persia, and even the greater
part of India in pursuit of gain.

In the healthy territory of Armenia we meet with fine-looking peasants,
of a powerful and robust frame, but rather dull and heavy i disposition.
The people possess more of the passive and enduring than ef the active
qualities ; and as the Armenian is generally without any fixed character of
his own, he from habit moulds himself to that of his master or ruler, who-
ever that may happen to be. Consequently, we find him in turn become
Turk, Persian, Russian, or Ktrd, according to the circumstances in which
he happens to be placed.

The Armenians have been described as brave, a quality, however, which
has long since passed from them; and we do not find that the people of -
this country have distinguished themselves in war since the days of Arme-
nac, having been from that time either subject to other nations, or distracted
by internal divisions.

They are now a coromercial and agricultural people, well clad, abundantly
fed, and possessing sheep, cattle, and fine horses in great abundance. They
live in warm and substantial houses, which are usually made of logs of trees
deeply covered with earth, and generally consisting of four or five apart-
ments connected with each other. Two of these are allotted for the ani-
mals, and the remainder for the members of the family who are commonly
very numerous., A large portion of the building is formed by excavating
the side of a hill, and in such situstions the villages or hamlets are
almost invariably placed. The towns are Vén, Erivin, Nakhshvan, Kars,
Béyazid, Bitlis, Amddia, Mish, Sa'rt, and Diarbakr. The houses of
the Armenians are thus described by Von Haxthausen. An Armenian
farm usually comprises numerous small buildings, each devoted to some
special purpose. At the entrance of the house is an open hall, which serves
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in summer as the dwelling-room of the whole family. To the left of this is
the winter apartment. In cold weather a lire is lighted on the ground,
there being no raised hearth, and the smoke escapes ut a small aperture in
the roof. 1ligh up, in one corner, are two small windows. The walls and
purtitions are all strongly built, and contain numerous niches, which serve
as receptacles for varions things. In the upper part of the house are the
women’s apartments.  To the right of the dwelling-house is the wine house,
and close by the bread-honse; then the buke-house, the hay-house, and
lastly the cuw-house, in which there is a maised partition, surrounded by o
gallery. A shed or fold is gencrully provided in the ficlds for the sheep.

A stranger is struck with the great architectural resemblance of these
buildings to those of an ancient Roman villa. The front of the house
forins a vestibule, resting upon six pillars and approached by a flight of steps
at the side. At the back of this vestibule, on the right, is a door opening
into an anteroom ; both have windows looking on to the gullery, but not
framed or glazed. In every part of the walls are niches, and the sides of
the gallery arc adorned with pretty ambesque ornaments, There are no
tables or chairs, nor indeed in any Armenian house. This is not properly the
dwelling, but a house of entertainment for the most honored guests, which
the family inhabit only in the summer. In the yard before this house
stands a peculiar airy structure, or rather tall wooden frame-work, consisting
of two galleries one above unother, reached by steps. The building is open
on oll sides, a light Loarded roof affording the only shelter from the rain,
In these galleries all the inhabitants of the house sleep during the summer.

The most interesting place is the fine spacious shed for cattle, with a
raised platform at the further end, shut in on three sides, and open toward
the stable; a flight of six stairs leads up to it. The family usually inhabit
thir apartinent in the winter; and in an evening collect around the fire,
under a kind of chimney; hither also resort the neighbours and village
elders, and the conversation turns upon topies of personal interest and the
affairs of the village.  Here too is almost always to be scen the wandering
story-teller and ballad-singer, who is uwsually blind. This person is held
in great veneration, and treated quite as the master of the place; he boards
and eleeps free of charge, and is served by every one in turn; the rest of

the company are his guests and companions, whom he fascinates with his
songs and stories.

The farm buildings and dwellings exhibit a great variety in plan and
construction ; the one above described belonged to the middle class in point

of size and arrangement, and intercsted me as presenting o fair type of
Armenian architecture.

The family ties of the Armenians are very strong. As long as the family
continue to live together in one household the fields cannot be either sold
or exchanged, although the gunlens may ; but this regulation, which is fre-
quently maintained for two or three geoerations, is dependent on circum-
stances : if a family becomes too numerous, or serious quarrels arise, they
either themselves divide the property, or have this doue by the priests or
village elders. The sons all receive an equal share, and each daughter half
that of a son. If the daughters marry during the lifetime of their parents,
they forfeit their claim to any portion of the inheritance, and reccive only a
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dowry ; on marrying after the decease of their parents, they generally relin-
quish their share of the inheritance in favor of their brothers.

The family constitution and domestic life of the Armenians are quite of a
patriarchal character ; but in ope respeet they differ fundimentally from the
other Asiatic nations,—the social position which woman occupies, the re-
cognition of her independence, and her claims to an equality of respect and
dignity.

A remarkably strong national bond exists among the Armenians ; although
the majority of this people are scattered over three quarters of the globe, in
no country has their nationality been effuced, nowhere has it become absorb-
ed in that of the people among whom they dwell.

The patriarchal character of the Armenian nation is reflected in the
microscosm of their family life. There are few people among whom
the domestio tie is stronger or more intimate. During the lifctime of the
father or mother, the whoﬁ:vfamilty dwell together, in strict obedience to their
head ; the property remains undivided, until the succession of the grand-chil-
dren, and no member can possess anything apart from the rest; all is com-
mon property. Not unfrequently a patriarch of eighty ycars will Le living
in the same household with three generations,—perhape four or five married
sons of fifty or sixty, grund-children of twenty or thirty, and again their
children. In this mauner upon some farms wil{ be found families of forty
or fifty members : even the brothers separate with great reluctance. Upon
the death of the parents, the eldest son usually encceeds as the head of the
house, and inherits the paternal privileges.

But although obedience to the head of the family is a strong bond of union,
experience would not lead us to expect any permanent harmony among five
or six young marricd women in the same household.  1f, however, it is ever
possible, it would be so among the Armenians, from the peculiar education
of their women, which is unique, and indeed rigorous, although neither
slavish nor oppressive,

The young unmarried people of both sexes enjoy perfect liberty within
the recognized limits of manners and propriety. Custom is here precisely the
reverse of what prevails in the surrounding countries, whilst in the Iatter
the purchase of a wife is the only usual form of contracting a marriage, until
which time the girl remains in perfeel seclusion ; among the Armeninns, on
the contrary, the young people of both sxes enjoy free social intercourse.
The girla go where they like, unveiled and bare-headed ; the young men carry
on their love-suits freely and openly, and marriages of affection are of com-
mon occurrence. But with marriage the scene changes: the word which
the young woman pronounces at the altar in accepting her husband is the
last that is for a long time heard from her lips. From that moment she
never appears, even in her own house, nnveiled. She is never seen abroad
in the public strects, except when she goes to Church, which is only twice
in the year, and then closely veiled. If a stranger enters the house or
garden she instantly conceals herself. With no person, not even her father
or brother, is she allowed to exchange n_single word ; and she speaks to her
husband only when they are alone. With the rest of the household she can
only communicate by gestares, and by taking on her fingers. This silent
reserve, which custom imperatively prescribes, the young wife maintains
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until she has borne her first child, from which period she becomes gradually
emancipated from her construint : she speaks to her new-born infant; then
her mother-in-law is the first person she may address ; after a while she is
allowed to converse with her own mother, then with ber sisters-in-law, and
afterwards her own sisters. Now she begins to talk with the young girls in
the house, but always in a gentle whisper, that none of the male part of the
family may hear what is sard. The wife however 18 not fully emancipated,
her education is not completed, until after the lapse of six years, and even
then she can never speak with any strangers of the other sex, nor appear
before them unveiled.

From these customs moreover arises an intimate, an absorbing and exclu-
sive relation in the married state—the wife’s very cxistence becomes part
of her husband’s; she lives in him and has intercourse with the world only
through him. This seclusion lasts for ycars,—it grows into a habit; the
close intimacy of married life has time to be matured and confirmed, and the
wife’s character is unfolded and strengthened in her early years ; she has been
screened from the temptation and opportunity for indulging in scandal and
intrigue, and it is unlikely that she should gain a taste for this in after-life;
and when, after her probation, she acquires the liberty of apeech, she learns
to use this privilege with discretion. In short, marriages among the
Armenians are generally patterns of conjugal happiness.

The Armenian women do not wear 8o entire a veil as the Mabamadan. It
leaves the cyes at full liberty, and just encloses the nose, by which some
general idea may be formed of the features and expression of the face.
That which covers the lower part of the face is so very tightly compressed
that the nose of every Armenian woman is flattened as broad as s negro’s.
Their features are broad and coarse, their complexions are fair and ruddy, and
their eyes black but their countenances in general excite but little interest.
When they go from home they cover themselves with a large white veil from
head to foot. In the house they still wear the noseband, which is never laid
aside even in bed. Their dress consists of a silk shift, a pair of silk trowsers,
which reach to the ankles, a close garment, which fastens at the throat with sil-
ver claps, and an outer garment, generally made of padded chintz, and open all
the way in front. They wear a silver girdle, which rests on the hips, and is
generally curiously wrought. Their feet are naked, and some of them wear sil-
ver rings ronnd tﬁei.r ankles. No hair is seen, excepting a long plaited tail
that haugs over the back to the ground. On their heads they place a species
of cushion, which expands at the top. The priest’s wife above mentioned,
as being the most favoured, was clud in crimson silk ; the others wore cotton
printed stuffs.

The Armenians are one of the handsomost races in the world; they are
not so tall or muscalar as the Georgians, but their body is remarkably well
proportioned, and more inclined to corpulency, united generally with a
degree of gracefulness, They are of a dark complexion.

Their outward demeanour is quict, gentle, modest, and remarkably courte-
ons. 'There is a great distinction to be drawn, in point of character, between
the ordinary inhabitants, who live in their own country and homes, and the
traders, a lnrgg proportion of whom live in foreign countries. This latter
class are notoriously untrustworthy ;rsid cheats; nevertheless, & plea must he
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admitted in their excuse: dispersed as they are among foreign nations,
exposed to hostility and contempt, and unprotected against arbitrary and
tyrannical treatment, they naturally become close and suspicious; a sour
look, an indiscreet. wond, nay even gratitude shown by them to a benefactor
fallen into disgrace with a despot under whom they live, might cost them
their property, if not their life.  Morvover, excluded from rank, honour, and
office, the acquisition of property and wealth becomes the sole object of their
ambition.

Nevertheless, this class of the Armenian people appear in a different light,
and entitled to respect, when living in their own homes, in Turkey and
Persia, amidst their ancient patriarchal purity of manners: here they exhibit
all the domestic virtues, are henevolent and hospitable, adhere strictly to
their national customs, and above all to their religion. Indeed, with the
exception of the Jews, there is no nation which has suffered so much for its
religion, or has had so many martyrs, as the Armenians, yet they have
never wavered in their adherence to their faith. We must therefore regard
their faults not as appertaining to the original character of the people,
but only as the growth of peculiar circumstances; and the more so us
the natives of Armenia, in their own homes, are thoroughly honest and
trusty. The old traveller, Tournefort, who was well acquainted with them,
praises them as “the best and most honest nation in the world.” The
Armenian country-people living under the Turkish dominion, around
Bayazid, Arzriim, and Van, are said to be more grave, honest, and strict
in morals than those around Erivan.

The Armenians embraced Christianity in the fourth century; and in A.D.
536 separated from the Greek Church, being dissatisfied with the deecisions
of the Council of Chalcedon. In doctrine, they hold that there is only one
nature in Christ, and that the Holy Spirit proceeded from the Father alone.
They have seven eacraments, but in the mode of using them differ in seve-
ral respects from the Roman Catholics. They adore saints and imuges, but
do not believe in purgatory. Their hierachy differs little from that of the
Greeks. The Catholicus, patriarch or head of the church, has his seat at
Echmiadzin, 8 monastery near Erivan. A minority of the Armenians,
chiefly those residing in European countries, acknowledge the Pope and con-
form in doctrine and church government to the Roman Catholic Church.
They are called United Armenians.

The monastery of Echmiadzin, the seat of the Catholicus, or head of the
Armenian Church, lies in the valley of the Aras, 13 miles east of LErivan.

The Armenian laoguage helongs to the most distant off-shoots of the
Indo-Germanic root; but still, in its form and structure, has much that is
l)ecnlinr ; and to the ear it is harsh and dissonant. The old Armenian
anguage, also called Haican, which is that of literature, may now be consi-
dered a dead language. In the new Armenian language, which is divided
into four dialects not differing greatly from each other, there are many
Turkish words, and the construction of sentences is regulated by the rales of
Turkish syntax. With exception of some songs preserved by Archbishop
Moses Choronensis, no specimens of the earlier Armenian literature have
been preserved. After the introduction of Christianity, a great taste for the
Greek language and literature arose, and a number of works in Greek and
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Syriac were translated into Armenian. Before A.D. 406, the Armenians
bad no elphabet of their own, but used indifferently Greek, Syriae, or Persiun
characters. In that year, however, Mestop Masdoty invented the Haican
alphabet, consisting of 38 letters (30 consonants and eight vowels) called
from its inventor, Mesropian, and which still continues to be employed along
with the modern alphabet. Armenian literature flourished from the 4th
to the 14th century. Of this period, many writers have obtained s name
chiclly as historians and chroniclers. Their works, which might throw
considerable light on the history of the east during the middle ages, huve
hitherto been little consulted. Armenian literature began to sink in the
lith century, and since that period scarcely any original work of import-
ance has appeared; but, in all their wunderings, the Armenians have pre-
served a tasto for native literature, and have set up printing presses where-
ever they have settled, so that we lind Armenian works printed in Amster-
dan, Venice, Leghorn, Lemberg, Moscow, Astrakan, Constantinople, Smyrua,
Echmiadzin, Ispaban, Madras, Calcutta, Batavia, &c. The most interesting
colony is that on the island of San Lazaro at Venice, founded by Abbot
Mecchitar Pedrosian in 1717, who there established a monastery, academy,
and printing press, whence important Armenian works continue to be issued
down to the present time. (Imwperial Gazelleer—Fan Harxthansen.)

ARNI1S—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in provinee Van, Asiatic Turkey, at the extreme north-east corner
of Lake Van. It isinhabited by Kards who are cxempted from taxation
on condition of looking after the sccurity of the romd between Van and
Buyazid and the entertainment of passengers. (Braal).

ARPAH CHAI—Lat. Long. Elev.
A river of Armenia rising in the Abotz Mountains in Georgia and flowing by
south past Giimri und Ani falls into the Aras after a course of about 110 miles.
During the greater part of its course it furins the boundary between Russia
and Asiatic Turkey in this direction and guards of the former Asiatic power
stationed at intervals along it to prevent marauders from beyond their
border crossing. Near ite source it is a mere torrent, almost dry in summer but
increasing on the melting of the snow. Below Gamrie it becomes a rapid
river, full of loose stone that are frequently carried along with great
force by the violence of the stream. At Hajee Bairamtia it is about 100
;’nrds in breadth increasing where it approaches its confluence with the Arus.
The breadth varies cousiderably according to the seasons or the quantity of
rain that falls or snow that melts. The ford at Haji Bariamla is an
exceedingly difficult one on account of the current and boulders, (Morier.)

ARSHAT—Lat. Long. Elev.
An ancient castle in the Province Diarbakr, Asiatic Turkey, in the valley of
a tributary of the Batman 84, 12/) miles north-east of Disirbakr. At the Dase
of the rock on which it is built there is a fine and spirited representation in
very high relief of a Parthinn warrior on borseback.

ARTAXATA—Lat. Long. Elev.
A ruined city on the Aras River, 68 miles south south-east of Erivan,
formerly capital of Armenin and built by King Artaxes.

ARTEMID—Lat. Long. Elov.
A village in Province Van, Asiatic Turkey, 8 milessouth of Van. Itisa large
Armenian village of about 350 houses, placed on some heights above the
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shores of the lake and completely buried in orchards throughout which the
houses are dispersed. The gardens of Artemid are watered by a canal from
the Anjelchai. Great quantities of fruit are produced here, and a good
trade in dried apricots is carried on.  (Skiel— Braal.)

ARTVIN—Lat. Long. Elev.
A town in the province of Tarabizin, Asiatic Turkey, on the left bank of the
Tchorak river. The houses are all of wood with the exception of a few stone
buildings belonging to the Turks. 1t containe a large Roman Catholic
Church and has some manufacture of cotton cloth and a considerable trade
in butter, honey, wax, olives, and oil. Population 5,500, chiefly Roman
Catholics.

ARZEN—Lat. Long. Elev.
A ruined city in the province of DiArbakr, Asiatic Turkey, on the Arzen 8,
east of Diarbakr. The ruins are very extensive, enclosed by a wall, and com-
prise an area of 2,700 square yards. (Zuyplor.)

ARZEN SO —Lat. Long. Elev.
A river of Asiatic Turkey, which rises in the Modikan Mountains in Disr-
balkr and flowing south past Huzu, Arzen, and Redoan falls into the Tigris,
16 miles below the last place and after a course of about 80 mles.
(Zaylor.)

ARZROM.—Lat. 35°42' to 41°7° Long. 39°10’ to 44°30° Elev.
A Pashalic of Asiatic Tuskey, bounded north by the Provinces of Tarabizdin,
Kérs and Akhé4lzik, east by Bafzid, south by Vén, Mudsh, und Diérbakr,
and west by Sivds. Its length is 230 miles and its breadth 130 miles.
It is a lofty plateau, very mountainous, and has a long cold winter accom-
panied with gcavy falls of snow and a short very hot summer. It is watered by
the head streame of the Euphrates, Aras, and Tchérak. It is treeleas and
has a poor soil, but is well cultivated and has excellent pastares. It is divided
into 12 districts.—(Chesney, §c.)

ARZRUM.—Lat. 30° 65’ 20* Long. Elev.

A town, capital of the Pashalic of the same name, in Asiatic Turkey,
situated in an extensive and fertile plain, between 30 and 40 miles in length
by 15 to 20 miles in breadth. It is composed of a central portion called
the ark of a citadel, surrounded by a wall and extensive suburba stretching
out on all sides. The streets ar¢ narrow and filthy and infested with
savage dogs. The outer town appears to be about eight miles in cir-
cumference and to have been swrrounded by a mound and ditch. The
houses are built of dark grey etome; they consist of ome or two stories,
and the windows open upon the streets. The most busy and crowded spot
is the glacis which eurround the inner city. This presents a most busthng
and lively appearance, being thronged with a motley assemblage of
Kirds, Persians, Armenians, Georgians, and Turks, exhibiting their
various physical characteristics and different costumes. The citadel of
Arzrom is well placed on rising ground, immediately above the east walls
of the town, and 18 a commanding object from a distance. A respectalle
battery enfilading the road to Russia has been constructed, and the citadel
mounts a good many antiquated long brass guns. It is surrounded by a
double wall and flanked by bastions.
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There are herc several respectable buznars, some clean and well attended
baths, a large custom-house, and no fewer than #6 caravanserais, numer-
ous mosqyues and minarcts, many of them, however, in ruins. Although an
old town, Arzrim boasts of but few antiquities: the most remarkable is the
Chifteh Minar, so called from two loft?' minarete now in ruins. The archi-
tecture of this structure is 8 modification of Byzantine and Saracenic; the
minarcts are composed of red and blue glazed bricks, deep fluted. 1t appears
to have been originally n church, but is now occupied as an arsenal. The
principal manufactures of Avzrim are morocco, leather, carpets, silk and
cotton fabrics, and articles in iron and bmss, the former comprising swords
and horse shoes, the latter drinking cups and eandle-sticks. It has also an
extensive transit trade, being on the great line of travel hetween Constan-
tinople and the eastern portion of the Turkish Empire. It has been esti-
mated that £300,000 worth of British goods pass through this town
annually.

Its population is variously estimated at from 25,000 to 50,000 souls.

It was taken by the Russians under General Paskiwitch in 1828.—
(Kinneir— Chesney—Stuart— Glasscoll.)

AROZ SU—Lat. Long. Elev.
A river of the Province of Arzram, Asiatic Turkey, which risca in the Bingol
Tagh and passing the town of Khinis (where it is spanned by two bridges
of single arches) falls into the Murad Chai. It is called the Kaleh Sa
higher up. (Braat.)

ASA—Lat. Long. Elev.

A river which rises in the Caucaaus and falls into the Terek. (A4bick.)
ASAERD.

See Sert.
ASAS AMUR—Lat. Long. Elev.

A river of the Province of Mnsal, Asiatic Turkey, which rises in the Sinjar
Mountains and after a long course falls into the Tigris at Kala Shirkat.
(Chesney.)

ASH KALA—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in Province of Arzroim, Asiatic Turkey, 27 miles west of the town
of th_at name, situated on the right bank of the Euphrates near its source. Itis
prettily situated under a mck among low willows and other shrubs and con-
tains 50 families. (Owasley—Suter.)

ASHRAF—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in the Province of Van, Asiatic Turkey, in the north shore of Lake
Van. It is inhabited by Armenians.  (Brant.)

ASHTAREK—Lat. Long Elev.
A v‘il!nge in the District of Erivan, Georgia, Russia, 13 miles south-west
of hl:win, 16 miles of Uch Kilisa, on the banks of the Ashtarek River, which,
running through a very deep channel of rock, winds through the plain and
falls into the Arns near Echmiadzin. It is situated in a beautiful and
romaatio spot, but only now containe 20 families of Armeniuns. It bears
the marks of having once being a place of more importance as in the vicivity
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are ruins of some churches and the bridge over the river is of exccllent con-
struction. Here a battle was fought in 1828 between the Persions under
Abbas Mirza and a force of 3,000 Russians escorting a large convoy. The
action which took place along the whole extent of road was very severe, and
the loss of the Russiuns amounted to 1,200 men, while that of the Persians
did not exceed 300 to 400, besides which the latter succeeded in carrying off
8 considerable portion of the convoy. (Morier— Monteith.)

ASHORADA—Lat. Long. Elev.

A harbour belonging to Russia on the south coast of the Caspian Sea.
It is formed by the promontory celled Mian Kala, which runs
out from the main land near Ashraf into the Caspian, curving eastwards
and is 15 miles in length. At its east extremity is a passage with
eight or ten feet of water, about half mile in width. Then comes
the island of Great Asharada, the length of which is 1§ milesand the breadth
three-sevenths of a mile. There is then shoal water for half a mile followed by
the island of Little Ashfirada, two miles in length, then a shoal and a narrow
passage (fast filling up) of 13 feet of water, and then a shoal for half a mile to
the Tarkman coast. The harbour of Ashorada is therefore land-lotked,
having the Persian coast to the south and east and Mian Kula and the
two Ashiiradas to the west and north. The whole extent of the harbour
is 20 miles from west to east and eight miles from north to south and ships
drawing 20 feet of water might anchor off Asharada. On the island, which
eome years ago was quite uninhabited, is-the residence of the Russian Com-
modore, a good garden, a library, a church, a hospital, some 20 or 30 huts for
married sailors, and four barracks, capable of holding 50 men each. There
18 besides a well of good water and any amount of water is found ncar the
surface.

The strength of the Russian Navy kept up at this station was in 1862, eight
war-steamers, five sloops, six merchantmen, which are capable of transporting
10,000 men to any point of the coast. The position of Ashtrada is well chosen ;
it is near Astarabad, the Gorgan and the high road to Mashad and Herst, and
also to the passes into the tnﬁrlaud of Persia. The story of the acquisition of
this important position is thus told by Shicl. In 1841, immeldiately after
the Kabal massacre, Haji Mirza Aghass, the Prime Minister of Persia, a
mun half mad and wholly Russian, asked Russia to lend Persia for a short
time one or two emall ships of war to hold in check the Tarkmane of the
mainland. With the most amiable and neighbourly cordiality Russia replied
that she would save Persia all trouble and come herself to punish the murnu-
ders. Two vessels-of-war forthwith uppeared and soon after established
themselves at Ashtirada, from whence they have never since moved. Now
not a boat is allowed to move in the Caspian without a Russian passport and
even Persian boats are under the same restriction. Persia has frequently
remonstrated in vain against this procedure. No attempt, says Shiel, has yet
been made for forming an establishment on the mainland among the Tark-
mans. When the day for that arrives the Giirgan will doubtless receive
a preference.  1ts bunks ure on the high road to Mashad and are covered
with the richest pastures; and the climate and the soil are suited for the
production of sbundant harvests of corn. No better spot could be found
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for subsisting an army or for being made the basis of & plan of military
operations to the east. (Holwes—Shiel— Eastwick.)

ASKERAN—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in the Russian province of Karabagh, Trans-Caucasia, 15 miles north
of Shusha. It was the scene of a sicge of a Ruasian garrison by Abléss Mirza
in 1828. (Monleith.)

ASNOWAR—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in the Province of Misal, Asiatic Turkey, 15 milea east by north
of Nisibin, near the source of the Hasanawi River. (Chesncy.)

AS SERAJ. B
A tribe of Arabs who wander over Mesopotamia, in the Provinee of Bughdad,
Asiatic Turkey, south-east of the Hye and as far as the Hud River.

Their divisions are a8 follows :—

Addelfiyeb, 260 tents reside at Aj Jilibijeh.
Habjiyeh, ", »  »n Rejajeh.

Adryas, 80 , , , Sidal Nisrijeh.

Al Gharib, 50 ,, »  » Al Beijaigeh.

Al Abid, v ,, » s Al Muwakef.
Feratesheh, 200 ,, »  » Asheb Aba Berjazigin.
Aakgie 200 ,, » ,» Al Hemireh,

Al Mekasis 100 ,, » 5 Bedat Ajie.

Alba Debkhi 100 ,, » 5 Al Khenj.

Albi Reshadeh, 120 ,, » » Nubr Tamer,
Alba Habeeb, 70 ,, » » Al Kubbeh Al
Alba Kashi, 70 » s Nubr Iben Jesam.
Beni Akbeh, 150 , » ,» Al Hammidijieh.

Total 1,480

They own allegiance to the Montafik tribe, so far as being protected by
the Shekhs of that tribe, but are really almost independent. The tribute
levied on them is usually 12,000 Shamies annually, but unless threatened it
is only partially paid. Of fire-arms they can muster about 400 and
can perhaps bring double the number of mounted spearmen into the field.
Their war-cry is *“ Akhuyet Hamdeb.” They are nch in Arab estimation,
and possese large flocks and herds of cattle besides camels. They give
protection too to a few buffalo proprictors and are much feared by native
trading vesscls. (Jomes.)

ASTRAKAN—Lat. 44° 40’ to 49° 45’ Long. 43°5’ to 51° 5’
A Government of Russia in Europe, on the north-weat coast of the Caspian
Sea, having the Maloi Uzen for its north-east boundary and the Manitch for
its south-west. It is divided into two nearly equal parts by the Volga, which
traverses it from north-west to south-east. Its coast line, excluding minute
sinuosities, is about 520 miles in length, and is crowded throughout its
whole extent by amall islands, rocks, and shifting sand-banks. The entire
length of the province is 370 miles, its greatest breadth 250 ; area 53,000,
square miles, or 51,480,000 English acres. It comsists almost wholly of
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two vasl sleppes or plains, separated from each other by the Volga, the
greater portions of which are arid sterile descrt.  The largest tracts of this
description are the deserts of Naryn and Sedok, the former, in which occur
hills of moving sand, on the north-east side of the Volga, the other on the
south-west. The whole of Astrakan was at one period submerged by the
Caspian, as is evident from the saline nature of the soil and the shells it
contains ; and as both are upwards of 80 feet below the level of the Sea of
Azof, should any convulsion of nature cause a depression of the intervening
land, Astrakan would again be overwhelmed by the ocean. The eoil consists
generally of mud, salt, and sand, intermixed, and in some parts of extensive
ealt marshes, rendering it almost wholly one wide and sterile waste,
destitute of wood, the few trees it has to boast of being met with on the
banks of its rivers only. These arc oaks, poplars, birches, and some mulberry
trees, the latter of which are found in greatest numbers along the Aktuba.

Notwithstanding the gencral sterility of the country, a few fertile tracts
are met with on the skirts and delta of the Volgu, including some excellent
pastures. Here corn is grown, but not in sufficient quantity to maintain
the population, with some fruit, herbs, vines, tobacco, and cotton.

Sult lakes and pools are numerous throughout the province, and the
largest of the former, Baskutchatek, is sitnated to the east of the Volga, and
ig about 12 miles in length and b in breadth. When evaporated in summer,
these lakes and pools have thick crusts of culinary, and, in some cases,
Epsom ealt. In this district, low hills of gypsum and rock ealt also occar,
the former vary in size and elevation, the highest rising about 60 feet above
the level of the steppe; they are mostly of semi-circular form, and many of
them are cratershaped at the top. The salt hille rise to about the same
height, and contam gem salt, above which is sand-stone, and over that
the common yellow sand of the steppe. The salt is colourless, firm, and
containe clear and perfectly transparent cubes.

The principal rivers of Astrakan are the Volga, the Aktuba which
rans parallel to it ot the distance of 2 or $ miles, and the Sarpa. The
Ruma, which once formed a part of the south houndary of the province,
does not now reach the Caspian Sea, heing absorbed by the sands 60 miles
inland. The climate is extremely hot in summer, and equally cold in
winter, and is unhealthy to all but natives, from the quantity of ealine
particles with which the atmosphere is impregnated. Pasturage and fishing
constitute the principal occupation of the inhnbitunts; the former of the
rural and nomadic tribes; the latter of the population on the coast and
banks of the Volga. The live stock consists chiefly of sheep of the broad-
tailed brecd. Cattle and gosts are also reared, the latter principally for
their slins, from which Morocco leather is made. The breeding of horscs
likewise obtnins some attention, but they are diminutive and ill-conditioned.
The fisheries of the Volga are of great value, no stream in the world being
more abundantly stocked with fish, particularly between the city of Astrakun
and the Caspian, a distance of about 25 to 30 miles. On this gronnd, an
immense number of vessels and boata, and many thousand persons, are employ-
ed in spring, autumn, and winter, in taking fish, chiefly sturgeon, from the roes
and bladders of which large quantities of isinglas and caviare are manufuctured.
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The population is composed of a great varicty of races, including
Russians, Cossacks, Turtars, Kalmucks, Indians, Persians, Armenians, &c.
The most numervus are the Kalmucks, who occupy large tracts to the east
of the Volga. They are a mild and intelligent people, but addicted, it has
been said, to dishonesty. Astrakan is politically divided into four circles—
Astrakan, Krasno Yamk, Yenotawyewsk, and  Tcherno-Yarsk.  The popu-
lation of the Government in 1830 was 290,000, (Lmperial Gazelleer.)
ASTRAKAN—Lat 4625 Long 438°0° Elev.

A city in Russia, capital of above Government, on an elevated island
in the Volga, about 30 miles from its embouchure in the Caspian Sea.
It is irregularly built, its streets are crooked, mostly unpaved and dirty,
being covered with mud in winter and with sand in summer. Some of
the houses are of brick or sandstone, but by far the greater number are
of wood. Of struets, there are altogether 146 ; square or public arcas, 46 ;
market-places, eight; 11 wooden and nine carthen bridges. In the upper
part of the town stands the Cathedral, from the towers of which, says Dr.
Guabel, a fine view of the city is obtained, with ite broad strects and canals
bordered by trees, the haven covered with ships, and of the broad majestic
Volgu, with its beautiful green islands. The Cathedral is in the form of
a pamllelogram, with four small gilt and painted cupolas on the roof, und a
large one in the centre for the admission of light. Its walls inside are hung
with coarsely painted pictures, set in costly frumes, mostly of silver filigrune
work. There are besides 31 stone and three wooden churches, and 15
mosques, many of the former richly ornamented and gumudily furnished.
The other public buildings of note are the Archiepiscopal Paluce, the
Government Offices, and the three factory halls, for the Russian, Asiatic,
and Hindii dealers or merchants. An interesting architectural antiquity
18 a small disused Moresco Chureh, in the fort of Peter the Great, said to
have been built by order of Joan 1IV. Astrakan is the seat of a Greek and
Armenian Ecclesiastical Eparchy, also of Greek and Armenian Archbishop-
rics. It contains a High Court of civil and criminal jurisdiction, also a
Greek theological seminary, a botanic garden, a gymnasium, and upwards
of 20 superior and ordinary schools, with about 1,000 scholars of all ranks.

The manufactures are inconsiderable, not giving employment to more than
200 work-people ; they comprise silks, cottons, woollens, shagreen skins,
morocco leather, and soap. The fisheries form the staple trade of the city,
immense quantities of fish, caviare, and isinglas being exported to foreign
countries. In the fishing seasons, from 20,000 to 30,000 persons connected
with the fisheries resort to the city. The haven of Astrakan is now so
sanded up as to leave only six feet depth of water, so that large vessels
have to land their cargoes on an island near the Caspian. A few steam tug-
boats are employed in taking vessels up and down the river. In 1846 three
iron steamers were started to ply between Astrakan and the other ports of
the Caspian. Previous to that period there was but one steamer on the
Volga, and it was of only #0-horse power.

Fresh water being scarce in the city, some attempts were lately made to
obtain an increased supply by Artesian wells, but none was found at a depth
of 400 feet. From some of the borings, however, there issued streams of car-
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bonic hydrogen gas, which readily burned with a clear flame. The population,
as in the cuse of the province generally, consist of various races; but
most of the trade of the place is in the hands of the Turtars and Armema.us,
the latter of whom are also the chief cultivators of the land in the vieinity.
The city was once fortitied in the oriental manner; and many vestiges of
Tartar residence are met with in the neighbourbood, including numerous
graves, the stones of which have been taken by the inhabitants to form ovens.
Several of the old embattled towers, and portions of dilapidated walls still
remain.  In summer, when the thermometer seldlom falls below 98° in the
daytime, the air is filled with gnats and other small insects, which are a
source of much annoyance. The resident population of the town in 1842
was 45,703, (Imperial Gazelteer.)

ATASH JAH—Lat. Long. Elev.

A spot on the peninsula of Apsheron, on the west coast of the Caspian, 12
miles north of Bak#, the object of numerous pilgrimages by the Guebres, who
regard it as sacred and worship the fire which issues from it by the ignition of
the naptha with which the soil is thoroughly impregnated. The Atash Jah
|s about one mile in diameter, and from its ccntre, when the weather
is dry, emits an yellowish-blue flume visible by day, but of course much
increased in intensity during the night. A number of cottages are
crected in the neighbourhood, and the inhabitants by several simple
devices apply the light to economical purposes. To prevent the escape of
the naptha vapour they cover their floor with abqut a fout of loam leaving
small holes which they can open or shut at pleasure. To kindle a fire
they have only to open a hole and hold aelight over it when a conti-
nuous flame is immediately obtained. An opening of two inches has been
known to give a flame of about four feet. To regulate the flame, s hollow
reed of the size required, and previously coated with lime by the transmis-
sion of lime water, to prevent it from being consumed is placed in the
aperture.  The vapour is peroeptible, and hence though both hght and heat
are obtained for nothing, the probability is that being prejudicial to health
they are dearly purchased. ‘Thereis a temple here built by one Utamechand, a
Hinda, and now the flame issues from an opening in its centre and out ‘of
five hollow pillars a foot in diameter and to a height of four feet a bright flame
waving heavily and slowly from side to side against the dark sky, a truly mar-
vellous and spectral sight. There is a small colony of Hindas here, who have
come overland from India. (Kinnier—Imperial Gazetleer— Van Hazthausen .)
ATENJA CHAI—Lat. Long. Elev.
A niver of the district of Enivan, Trans-Caucasia, Rusm, which J(‘llns the
Aras in ite left bank at Abbassabad. It appears to risc in the mountains of
Karabagh. (Chesney.)
ATSKHVERI—Lat. Long. Elev.
A town in Georgia on right bank of the Kar, 18 miles below Akhalzik. This
is described as a strong fortress commanding a pass leading with Upper
Kartuel and Immerctis. It surrendered to the Russians in the war of 182%
though the castle was situated at the top of an almost inaccessible rock nnd
had 30 pieces of artillery for its defence. Monteith calls it Atzhar.
(Chesney— Honteilh.)
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AUBAR DARA—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village and large granary in the Al Jazira province of Baghdad, Asiatic
Turkey, sitnated on the river Dara, 18 miles from Mardin ou the road to
Moasal. (dinmoorid.)

AVARDI—
A tribe of Kards. (Fraser.)

AVARS—Lat. Long. Elev.
A political division of East Circaesia, on the north slope of the Caucasus,
between the rivers Aksai and Koisn, area 2,287 miles. It is mountainous
and sterile inbabited by the Avars, a tribe of Lesghians, governed by a
Khan and is nominally subject to Russia. The Avars are Mussulmen and
live by the chase and by plunder. To prevent their predatory incursions
on the surrounding tribes an annual sum is paid to the Khan by Russia,
and the rank of Licutcnant-General is given him. Their numbers are
placed by Monteith at 32,000 families. Malcolm states that the Avars are
of Tartar descent, who, driven out of their own country, solicited and obtained
permission to settle within the limits of the Roman Empire.

In the campaign of 1428-29 the Avars submitted to the Russian Genersl

Ricveky. (Monteith.—Malcoim.— Chesney.—Imperial Guzetteer.)

AVATAK—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in the Province of Van, Asintic Turkey, on the shores of the Lake
Van, about 15 miles cast of Bitlis. (Brant.,)

AZZOBA. )
A tribe of Arabs of Bedouin deacent, who reside near Nuhi Aba Gharib, west
of Baghdad, in the Province of Baghdad, Asiatic Turkey. They number 300
tents and perhaps about the same number of matchlocks. They are partly
agricultural and partly pastoral and warlike and possees some good horses.
(Jones.)

B.

BABX AHMAD—Lat. Long. Elev,
A shrine of a Mahamadan Saint of this nome at the head waters of the
Moghet river, in Kardistan., It has some clear springs and is surrounded
by palm trees, high rceds and grass, and is held in great veneration among
the Lar tribes.

BABA AMIREH OR BABA MIRI—Sse Mikris.

BABA DAGH— Lat. Long. Elev.
A name given o a part of Kardistsn and Rawandiz from its having
been under a Chicf called Babas Saliman. It does not, I believe, retain this
name now. (Rich.)

BABAN— Lat. Long. Elev.
The name of the tribe of Kards, who are now paramount from the Lake
Oramis to Karkak. (Rawlinson.)

48



BAB—BAG

BABA TAGH— Lat. Long. Elev.
A peak on the range of the Caucasus in the Shirvan district, Trans-Caucasia.
(Cherney.)

BADALANE—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in the Ruseian district of Talish, Trans-Caucasia, situated in a
plain to the east. Owing to its defective drainage this village is considered
unheslthy. (Chesney.)

BADIKANLI— Lat Long. Elev.
A tribe of Kords who inhabit the mountains in the province of Diarbakr,
Asiatic Turkey. They number 560 families, and generally migrate for
the winter to the banks of the Tigris. At one time they held the mountain
tract south of Mdeh in lawless independence, permitting neither caravan
nor passenger to pass through it without payment. They were, however,
attacked in the Spin valley by Rashid Pasha, and being signally defeated
they submitted and lost all their property and arms and had to furnish 300
recruits to the Pasha. ’

BADLI— Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in Kardistan, situated about 50 milea north of Musal at the
sources of the Khausser river under the mountains. It is the capital of the
Yezdis, and its Chief is considered the chief of all the Yerds, whether
Dassuns, Muvessins, or Dinoradis. (Ric.)

BADRAI— Lat. Long. Elev.
A town in the Province of Baghdad, Asiatic Turkey, situated to the cast of
Baghdad, close to the Khiizistan frontier and 40 miles from Mandali. Itis
surrounded by fine gardens. The districts around it are said to be damp and
marshy, interspersed with pools of water, the receptacles of the torrents that
in the spring continually rush from the mountains. (Kinnaeir.)

BAGARA—
A tribe of Fellahtn Arabs who inhabit, in common with other tribes subject to
the Shamr Arabs, the country to the north of Nisibin in Kardistan. They
number about 1,000 families and pay tribute to the Shamr in money, grain,
and cattle.

BAGHDAD—Lat. 33° 20’ Long. 44° 25 Elev,
A city, capital of the pashalic of the same name in Asiatic Turkey, situated on
both banks of the Tigris, 190 miles sbove its junction with the Euphrates.
The city is in two parts, one on either bank of the Tigris, the larger being
on the left bank. The shape of the portion on the left bank is that
of an irregular parallelogram, of which the river face measures
3,380 yards, the east face 2,704 yards, the northern 2,504 vards, and
the southern 1,690 yards. Thbe portion on the right bank has more the
shape of & triangle, the sides of which however are irregular as follows :
the south side which commences immediately opposite the British Residency
has a length of 640 yards, the western side of 1,352 yards, the north-western
of 962 yards, the north of 338 yards, and river frontage of 2,868 yards.
The_enclosed area within the walls contains 737 acres, of which the east
portion extends over 591 acres, and the west over 146 acres. The city is
surrounded by a wall of brick-work built in a very irregular manner round
the buildings and is now in o very dilapidated state in many parts. It has
1.0 round towers, half enclosed within the outer wall, which, where thev are
situated, forms a sort of semi-lune around them. These are solid construc-
tions of brick with embrasures and some few cannon on each. The wall rises
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from a ditch originally about 18 feet deep to the same height above the plain
beyond. A strong embankment girds the ditch on the outside; and
eituated at irregular intervals between the round towers are buttresses, or
half bastions of unequal dimensions, to give strength to the escarp or revet-
ment of the wall, as well as to protect it by a flanking fire, being, like the
wall itself, loopholed for musketry. On the inside this wall is exposed only
for 13 feet, the rest being concealed by a thick rampart of earth which
strengthens it and serves at the same time to protect the emceinfe from
inundations of the rivers which fill the moat and press hard on the fortification.
The wall affords some shelter to its defenders by being poorly arched, some-
what in the form of casemates ; over these is a roadway s few feet broad,
the top of the wall which is embattled acting as a parapet above it. Four
gutes with solid bridges (in execrable repair) originally led to the plains
beyond. Three only are now open, namely, the north-west or Bab-al-Moadhein,
the south-east or Bab-al-Sherki, and the east, or middle gate, or Bab-sl-
Wastani. The Bab-al-Taliem bas been closed since Saltan Morad IV.
issued from it on his departure for Constantinople after capturing the city
from the Persians.

The circuit of the east fortifications inciuding the river face is 10,600
yards, and of the west side 5,800, making an entire length of 16,400 yards,
or 9 miles 2} furlongs nearly.

The state of the walls is however such as to offer scarcely any impediment
to a well-appointed force, as & breach could be effected anywhere in a few
minutes’ cannonade ; and the numerical strength of the garmson and fighting
population is so small as to be incapable of covering the defences. Jones has
the following list of the quarters of the town, numbered to agree with his
plan of the place :—

1. Mahala Sakal Ghazil, in which is situated the Juma Sukal Ghazil,
the most ancient in the city and the thread market.

Mahala Ras-al-Kerieh or Gereyeh.
Mahala Syad Saltdn Alj, in which is the mosque of Syad Saltan

Mahala Aat Aghazi.

The quarter of the Jewe with their principal synagogue.

Mahals Gambar Al. P i ‘

. On this quarter is the mosque of Jama Mesjanizeh and a Khan
attached to it.

8. In this quarter is the Khan-sl-Howitmeh, an ancient edifice of peculiar
Saracene construction with vaulted roof and said to have been an amncient
Christian Church.

9. Mahala Haidarkhsna, in which is a mosque of the same name,
built in 1527,

10. In this quarter is the mosque, Jama Ahmad Reza, built in 1796.
1t is a very handsome edifice with an enamelled dome.

A
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11. Mahala Hnsén Pasha. 14. Mahala Aakalizeh.
12. Mahala al Fadel. 16. Mabala Jama Kadir Beg.
13. Mahala Bab-al-Agha. 16. Mahala al Aadelizeh.

17,18, 19, 20,21, 22,28 and 24 are small quarters along the bauk of the
river from above the British Residency to ﬂ:e%ridge of boata.
26. Malala Saffsfir is north of the bridge of boats.
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26, 27, 28, 20 and 30 are on the banks of the river above the bridge of

ata.

31. Mahala Bab al Ruadhen. In this quarter is the mosque of the
Pasha, huilt about 1720 ; it is situated by the gate of this name.

32. Mahala ol MaidAn, in which are eome bavaars, several coffec-houses
and two caravanserais, situated opposite the open space called Muaidan.

33. Mahala Palanchigeh. In this is the Pasha’s bath.

34. Mahala Eylan Dili.

35. Mahala al Muradieh, situated opposite the citadel. In this is the
mosque and Khan al Muradich.

36. Mahala al Topchieh. 43. Mabala al Mehdieh.

37. Mabala Karagl. 44. Mahala Abbae Effendi.

38. Mabala Gugnezer. 45. Mahaola Kadral Hayat.

39. Mahala Dokan Shunawet. 46. Mahala Tatran.

40. Mahala Gung Usmén. 47. Mahala Shekh Sareajeddin.

41 and 42. Mabhala Dungechieh. 48. Mahals Haytawiyin.
49. Mahala al-Farssheh. .

60. Mabhala al-Shekh, in which is the mosque or shrine of the cele-
brated Shekh Abdal Kadir, of Ghilan, buried bere about 12562. It is visited
by many devotees of Islamism from all parts of the world. An aqueduct
conveys waters to it from the river, and a noble dume serves as a canopy
to the grave.

bl. Mahala Ras al Sakujeh. 57. Mahala Sebabaghelal.

52. Mahala Senck. 68. Mahala Murabeah.

63. Mahala Janyleh. 59. Mahala Shah Guli.

54. Mahala Benat Hasn. 60. Mahala Dalal.
55. Mahala Ayunigeh. 61. Mahala Samael Maleh.
66. Mahala Debaneh. 62. Mahala al Mefaraj.

63. Mabals Aba Shubel
On the west or right bank of the river there are the following quarters
situated as shewn on the plan:—

1. Samaecl Shékb Sendel. 13. Mahala Siik al Jadrd.
2. Jama Khidr 1lias. 14. Mahala Shékh Sendid.
3. Jama sl Kimerieh. 15. Mahala Sak al Ajami.
4. Jekyeh Bab al Kadam. 16. Mahala al-Felahat.
5. Jama Shekh Miea. 17. Mahala al Meshahadch.
6. Al-Wakefeh. 18. Mahala Alneh.
7. Mahala al-Safar. 19. Mabhala al Karimat.
8. Mahala Dehamesh. 20. Mahala Ras al Jis«ar.
9. Mahala Sok Hamadeh. 21. Mahala Shuakch
10. Mahala Khidr Ilias Jekarteh. 22. Manstr al-Hajaj.
11. Mahala al Hajsj. 23. Mahala Shekh Maral.
12. Mahala Dahduaneh. 24. Settab Zobeideh.
25. Shéekh Daad.

Fraser remarks that on entering the town of Baghdad the traveller is grati-
fied by the aspect of the houses built of fire-burned brick and rising to the
height of several stories, with stout, comparatively well-sized iron-clenched
doors. The view of the river fagade is agrecable too ; there are few blank walls,
88 most of the houses have numerous lattices and oriels looking out upon the
stream. There is s handsome mosque too close to the bridge, itself a
Pleasing object, and altogether there is an agrecable irregularity and a
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respectable loftiness in the line of buildings that overhang the stream on
its left bank which imparts an interesting variety to the view. The right
or western bank is by no means so picturesque in its architecture, but its
large groves of date-trees mingled with other buildings render it also a
pleasing object from the more populous side. o o ]

The bazaars of Baghdad are on the whole disappointing: it is not their
want of extent, for they are large enough, nor ie there a lack of traffic, for
they are generally filled with gay and varied crowd; but there is in their
construction a poverty of design and meanness of execution, and an appearance
of dilapidation, wh.icl: doubtless is in part attributable to recent misfor-
tunes, but much of which is matter of original defect. Some, and amongst
them a very extensive triple and quadruple range, the work of the late
Daad Pasha, are well built of fire-baked brick and mortar and sbaded
from the sun by lofty arcaded roofs of the same materiale; but others are
very ruinous and their roofs are formed merely of beams of wood irregularly
and temporarily placed, and covered with date-tree branches or thatch of
reeds. The shops themselves are poor and frequently in disrepair ; many are
unoccupied ; and there is in most S»laces to be seen that air of neglect and
reckless squalidity which so strongly indicates a tendency to general decay.

There are in various parts of the town scveral open spaces where particu-
lar sorts of goods are sold, and which have taken their respective appella-
tions therefrom; as the “Thread Market,” the “Muslin Market,” the
“ Corn Market,” &. Of these the largest and the gayest is that close to
the northwest, or Masal gate; but none of them have any pretensions to
splendour, or even to cleanliness. The last-mentioned is, in fact, the great
“place” of the eity. Horses are here exposed for sale; it is surrounded by
coffee-houscs, which are constantly filled with an assemblage of all sorts of
people, smoking, drinking coffee, &c., and it is the general place of exhibi-
tion, and of ¢xecution too, for here criminals are punished with decspitation,
hanging, or mutilation ; and sometimes passers-by are greeted by the sight
of a headless trunk or two, exposed for the day, as a warning to evil-doers.

The interior of the town, remarks another authority (Buckingham), offers
fewer objects of interest than one would expect from the celebrity which
its pame has obtained as an oriental emporium of wealth and magnificence.
A large portion of the ground included within its walls is unoccupied by
buildings, particularly on the north-eastern side; and even where edifices
abound, particularly in the more populous quarters of the city, near the river,
a profusion of trees are seen, so that, viewing the whole from the terrace
of any of the houses within the walls, it appears to be a city rising from
amid a grove of palms, or, like what Babylon is supposed to have been, a
walled province rather than a single town.

All the buildings, both public and private, are constructed of furnace-
burned bricks of a yellowish-red colour, small size, and such rounded corners
us proved most of them to huve been used repeatedly hefore being taken,
perhaps, from the ruins of one edifice to construct a second, and grom the
fallen fragments of that to compose & third. In the few instances where
the bricks are new, they have an appearance of cleanliness and neatness never
presented by the old, though even those are still much inferior to stone.
The streets o_f Baghd#d, ssin all other Eastern towns, are narrow and unpaved,
and their sides present generally two blank walls, windows being rarely
seen opening on the public thoroughfare, while the doors of entrance,
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leading to the dwellings from thence, are small and mean. These streets
are more intricate and winding than in many of the great towns of Turkey,
and with the exoeption of some tolerably regular lines of bazaars and a few
open squares the interior of Baghdad is a labyrinth of alleys and passages.

The mosques are here built in a different style from those seen in most
other parts of Turkey. The most ancient is thought to be that ealled
« Jama-al-Sdkh-i-Garzel,” or the mosque of the cotton-thread market; but
little remains of this beyond a thick heavy minaret and part of the outer
walls.

Of the private houses of Baghdad, but little is to be seen excepting
their exterior walls and terraces. Throughout the whole of this large city
not one pointed arch in the doorway to any private dwelling is to be seen.
They are all round or flat, having a fancy work of small brick above them;
and even in those parts of the old buzaars and ruined mosques in which
the pointed arch is seen, its form is nearer to the Gothic than to the common
Saracenic shape, so that Bughdad could not have been the original scat of
Saracenic architecture, which probably took its rise much further in the
west.

The houses consist of ranges of apartments opening into a square or
inner court; and while subterraneous rooms, called *“ sardshs,” are occupied
during the day for the make of shelter from the intense heat, the open
terraces are used for the evening meal and for sleeping on at night.

Baghdad contains a population of 60,000 souls, or 15,000 families, divided
thus: Turks or of Turkish descent, 4,000 families; Persians, 2,500 ; Jews, 2,500;
Christians, 1,000; Kards, 1,000; Arabs, 2,000; Nomad Ambs, 2,000. The
Turks occupy the north quarter of the city, while over the rest are dispersed
the mercantile classes of Mahamadans, the Christiane and Jewe having
separate quarters on the central parts of the town. Besides there are a
number of Bedouins who do not like to pass the night in the town, and a
great number of Persinns who either repair to Kazamin, a village four miles
off, on the right bank of the river, or encamp without the walls on the north
side of the aty.

Though the costumes met with in Baghdad are far less eplendid than
those of Cairo or Constantinople, still there is something of a ghttering stir,
for both Turkish and Arabs are fond of red in all its shades and of other
gay colours, and their furs and embroidery, and shawled turbans and fowing
garments, with the silver-hilted daggers and pistols at their waists, make
up a lively and pleasing picture. Riding through the bazaars is, however, a
service of some danger. Though forming the common thoroughfares, they
are so narrow that one is constantly stopped by trains of loaded camels or
mules, the packages on whose backs are apt to break either one’s head or
knees, according to the bheight of the passing quadruped; and there is
enocugh to do in eteering one’s course between them and the crowd of
ruffian-like Arabs that beset every street and passage.

Among the things which strike a stranger is the imperturbable stillness
and apathy, as it seems, with which the Turkish merchant sits on the raised
platform at his door, smoking his pipe in the midst of the bustle around
him, as if he heard it not or had nothing of a trader’s interest in the sale
of his wares. If a customer approach, be slowly and silently displays the
goods required, and serves him if they suit; if not, he smokeson. A Persian
would have asked you a dozen times what you wanted, showed you fifty
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things successively that you did not want, and jumped from his seat and
sat down upon it ag-am as many times, while the grave indifferent Turk is
taking his ‘ chibouk’ from his mouth to speak to you. It must he owmed,
however, that the Jew and Armenian dealers compensate by their quu:km*ns
and volubility for the torpor of the Turks; they are active enough, in all
conscience, in ascertaining and supplying the wants of their customers.

Another remarkable feature to a stranger in the streets and bazaars of
Baghdad is thc multitude of Arabs, both Bedouins and residents in the
city, scowering along on their little blood steeds, their clothes flying
wnde in the wind and their long spears shaking over their shoulders. Even
in the city one is apt to regard them ax dangerous persons to encounter,
s they brush along with an air of fierce mdependcnce, for the Arab com-
ports himself everywhere as lord of the soil, and, in fact, he is here very
nearly, if not absolutely so. Then their shouting and their roaring as
they go along might lead one to believe they were about to plunder every
one they mect, for the Arab never talks except at the top of his voice;
and so deafening is that voice that strangers are apt to suppose they are
quarrelling, when, in fact, they are merely conversing or relating some
trivial occurrence.

But it is not the Arabs alone that habitually make this clamour; it is general
in Baghdad, which of all placesis the most remarkable for every imaginable
sort of noise, and its inhabitants the most intolerably obstreperous. Fraser
thus describes aday in Baghdid :—* The room I now occupy has a balcony
over the street, with two windows, so that everything that passes under is as
well heard as if it were going on in the room. Before day I havea concert of
cocks and hens from a neighbouring yard; this is followed by the lively
Leat of the ““reveillez” from the sepoys’ quarter, which, in ita turn, rouses
a host of dogs; these keep up a very industrions running base of barkmg-
till the donkeys hegin to bray. B\ that time the neighbouring Arabs,
who have been driven into town by the disturbed state of the country beyond
its walls, have shuken their ears, and begin to drive out to pasture the flocks
of sheep and herds of cattle and camels they have brought in with them
for security. Assuredly Arab sheep and cattle have the deafest ears to
the voice of the charmer of any animals on earth, or they are grievously
abused by their drivers, for such a routing and roaring as is made to induce
the beasts to move along | never heard in any other place, nor eould one
imagine that so extraordinary a variety of guttural sounds could be uttered
by the lungs of man. Flock after flock, herd after herd, are to be heard
approaching from afar; the uproar swells upon the ears, dinning and
confounding them till drums of the said orguns are well nigh cracking ;
and just when it begins to retreat, and you are venting a silent expression
of thankfulness for the relief, another burst of vociferation arises in the
distance, so that the same torture continues generally for two hours. B
that time the rest of the biped inhabitants are astir. The quiet Tm-i
shuffles silently along, nor do the Christians or Jews commit any violent
trespass upon the sense of hearing; but there are more Arabs, ay, this street
is their greay throughfare, and here and everywhere they rush along in droves,
like the less brutf animale they drive or ride, hallooing to each other and
to all they pass, often maintaining a conversation at the top of their tre-
mendous voice, with some equally clear-piped brother, at & quarter of a
mile’s distance ; as for approaching nearer for convenience of communication,
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they never dream of such a thing; lungs are cheaper than legs, it is clear,
at least in Baghdad. Then there is—but I spare yon the further detail
of town—criers—saints routing out their pealing ejaculations, beggars and
fakeers thundering forth their petitions in the name of Allah and the
Prophet, and, worse than all, professed singers practising their voices as
they pass along. In short, Hatchett’s in Piccadilly, when the mails and
coaches are under despatch, Cockspur Street and Charing Cross, when the
season is fullest and the cries are loudest, or Smithfield on a special market-
day, or Billingsgate, or all of these together, must etrike and yield the
palm for variety and intensity of noise to Baghdad, the true legitimate
successor of old Babel!”

Notwithstanding the apparent seclusion in which women live here, and
indeed through the whole Turkish Empire, there is no want of real liberty,
which sometimes, as in other places, is sufficiently abueed; nor can it be
denied that the facility of clandestine meetings is much greater in Turkish
cities between persons of the country than in any European metropolis.
The disguise of a Turkish or Arab female in her walking dress is 8o complete,
that her husband himself could not recognire her beneath it; and conse-
quently, let a lady go where she will, no suspicion of the truth can attach
to any individual.

Angong the women of Baghdad, the Georgians and Circnssians are decidedly
the handsomest by nature and the least disfigured by art. The high-born natives
of the place are of fresh and clear complexion, while the middling and
inferior orders, having brown skins and nothing agreeable in their counte-
nances, except a dark and expressive eye, are sometimes 8o barbarously tattooed
us to have the most forbidding appearance. With all ranks and classes the
hair is stained with henna, and the palms of the hands are so deeply dyed
with it a8 to resemble those of a sailor covered with tar. Those only who
by blood or habits of long intercourse are allied to the Arab race use the
blue stains so common among the Bedouins of the desert. The passion
for this method of adorning the body is carried in some instances as far as
among the ancient Britons, for besdes the staining of the lips with that
deadly hue, anklets are marked round the legs, with lines extending upwards
from the ankle, at equal distance to the calf of the legs; a wreath of blue
flowers is made to encircle each breast, with a chain of the same pattern
hanging perpendicularly between them; and among some of the most deter-
mined belles, a zone or girdle of the same composition is made to encircle
the smallest part of the waist, imprinted indelibly upon the skin. There
are artists in Baghdad whose profession it is to decorate the ladies with
wreaths, &c., of the newest fashions.”

Amongst the objects which next to the number of wild-looking Arabs

re apt to arrest the observation of a etranger in hie walks through
Baghdad, the multitude of white asses and intensely black and exquisitely
ugly negro slaves that swarm in all the streets and bazaars msy fairly
be placed. For the former there is quite a craze here; white is your
only colour for a donkey, and you scarcely mcet any person of
respectability, man or woman, mounted on anything else than these spotleas
quadrupeds, except, indeed, the more warlike classes, who despise anything
under the grade of an Arab steed. Most of the learned and holy professions
prefer the meeker animal, and so do all the ladies, so that the number in
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use is very great; and as women of the higher ranks seldom move without
a multitude of attendants similarly mounted, when such a visit is made at
the house of a neighbour, the braying concert becomes intolerable. These
asses are, I Delieve, of a particular breed, and fetch very high prices, from
forty to fifty pounds sterling, being no uncommon sum for one of great size,
good blood, and fine paces. They are magnificently caparisoned, and every
one of the poor animals has ite nostrils slit, a practice prevalent aleo in
Persia, and which is said to make them longer-winded.

The rage for black slaves here is quite as universal as that for white
donkeys, and, judging from nppearances, it seems that the uglier they are
the more they are valued. These dark beauties, male and female, come
chiefly from Madagascar and Zanzibar, and are supplied for the most part hy
the Imam of Muscat, in whose hands nearly all of the tride rests. They
are all thick-lipped, have broad faces, high cheek-bones, exceedingly depressed
noses, small-peaked chins, staring white eyes, and atrociously black skins.
Here they are greatly preferred to all others as servants, both in the Harem
and for other offices. The streets swarm with them, and their glossy skins,
fat shining faces and gay apparel lead at once to the conclusion that they
fare well,—a fact sufficiently notorious from the well-known partislity of
Turks, in common with most Orientals, towards their slaves; and the impu-
dent swagger, and not unfrequently insolent language of the dark fogues as
they pass you in the street, leaves no doubt of their being the spoiled
favourites of some over-indulgent master.

The climate of Baghdad, generally speaking, may be deemed a healthy
one. Itis true that In periods of anarchy and mal-administration, when
the neglected dikes admit of the water inundating the country, epidemics

revail during the season of the greatest heat, from May to October.
g‘hme, however, yield readily to the usual remedies, and those who are dis-
creet, by taking medicine in time, may gencrally avoid attack alto-
gether, and there is no denying but that neglect renders these epidemic
fevers malignant and fatal. The great heats are at times almost insupport-
able, and yef. experience has shown the least sickness prevails in the hotter
summers ; while, on the other hand, sickness is rife when the heat from the
barren e0il is tempered by the presence of inundations, which, indeed, give
rise to the infecting miasma. From October to May there is perhaps no
finer climate in the world : cold, yet mild and invigorating, it cannot be
excelled. This description of the climate does not extend to the lower
country beyond one hundred miles south of the city. The fevers prevailing
in the summers of that region are fatal in 8 high degree. The thermometer
usually stands in the winter about 50°, but in the mornings may be seen
88 low as 26°, when the air is keen and much felt by natives of Tndia, who,
as pilgrims here, are for the most part but lightly clothed. In the summer
it ranges from 90° to 117°, but this latter standard is rare; usually at the
hottest time of day it is about 107°. The barometer at this time averages
29° 56’, while in the winter, except when south winds prevail, it remains
at 30° 10". South winds are very oppressive and are usually accompanied
by much dust. They last generally three days, terminate in squalls and
rain, and are succeeded by fresh north-westers, with a brilliant sky and an
atmosphere a8 deliciously pure ss it is exhilarating.
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The following copy of the register of the thermometer kept in the cabin
of the Steamer Luphrates in 1840 will be useful hera:—

Mazimam., Minimsm. Mean. Prevoiling winds,

Junuary... 64 25 50 North-west and south-east with rain.

February 68 36 67 North-west and south-east with little rain.

March ... 75 a8 ] Strong north-west.

Aprii ... 83 48 74 Ditto

May ... 05 a5 77 Towards the end of the month hot winda.

June ... lul 72 87 North-westorn breezes.

July ... 106 78 o8 Calm clear weather. Thermo: 105° under-
neath the awnings and 195° in the sun.

August ... 108 79 07 Hot winds.

September 100 65 85 North-west. TemEeutuN of river 80°

October .. 07 58 67 South-weatern with squalls.

November 78 51 63 Ruins with squalls.

December 65 33 45 In the fore part of this month north-west

with rain; in the lutter frosts.

Rich says—* The heat for about five months at Baghdad is hardly paral-
leled in any part of the world. Some conception of 1t may be formed when
it is mentioned that from April to October the natives are obliged, during the
heat of the day, to take refuie in cellars underground, and at night to sleep
on the roofs of their houses, the rooms of the house during that period being
uninhabitable. The thermometer generally risea to 115° in a shady verandah,
and sometimes goes as high aa 120° in the middle of the day, and 110° at ten
at night, when we suffered much inconvenicnce from a burning hot wind,
smelling strong of =ulphur.”

Baghdad is said to be attacked by the plague every ten years. In 1831
there was a very calamitous attack in which a very large number died of it.

The bridge of hoats which connecta the two portions of the town is con-
structed of trunks of palm trees loosely laid side by side in a very careless
manner and kept in wretched repair. It is not safe to cross it, for, notwith-
standing its extreme natrowness, so great a crowd of horses, camels, and
asges i always on it that foot passengers are often thrust inte the river.

The following extract of the price current of provisions is taken from
Jones’ Memoir :—

Beef, 4ihs. per .. 6 to 10 Riege Piastrea.
Bread, per ﬁe 3 -
Baullockn, small each ... 300 to 600 n
Butter, 4lbe. per 60 to 70 »
Calves, each ... . ... 250 to 400 -
Coffee, 18Tbe. 200 to 260
Cream, 4fbs. 4 to .
Checse, 4lbe .12 o 20 "
Ducka, each .. 10 to 18 .
gs, dozen .. 8 "
our, 24Mhs. ... 48 to &0 .
Fowls, dozen .. .. 100 to 120 "
Fiah, 41be. .. 8 to 8 .,
Goese each 30 to 440 -
Cumels for slaugther, each .. ... 400 to 1.00V "
Gazelles, each ... 6 tw 120 "
Mustard 1b. .. 10 -
Mutton, Ib. ... 4 to 5 "
Milk, 24 The. . .. 30 o & -
Pigeons, each ., .. 3 to (] -
Partridges each. .. . 3 5 »
Rice, 24 lba. ... .. 48 W 7V



Salt, 24 be.

Sheep, each

Bugar, 18 Ths.

Buet, 41bs. ...
Trucle. date, 24 lbe.

Bﬁables. 24 Ibs, '."
o for slaughter, each .

Persian wine, dozen

Country ,,

Apples, 4 hooguha

Apricots, 4 hoogahs

trons, 100

Figs, 4 lbs.

Glr?pen. 4lbe. ...

Limes, sweet, 41ba.
sgur

Lumonl ”»

Mulberries

Melons, water, ﬂlb-..

Ditto, musk
Nectarines, 4 Ib.”
Oranges, sweet, 100

»  Seville, 100
Pears, 4 1ba. ...
Plums of sorts, 4 Ibe.
Peaches

onds, 4 lbs.
Chesnuta ,,
Curranta .,
Dates, dry 4 Ibs.
Hazel Nuts ,
Pistachio Nuts, 4 lbs.
Plums, 4 lbe. ...

Articholres, 4 Ibe.
Brinjalls

Bu.nn common. 4 llu.

. French, ,,
Bhindies "
Broceoli, each ...
Beetroot, 4lhs
Cabbages, each
C;n;hig. 4 lbe.
Celery,

Cress, Garden, 4 Tbe.
Cucumbers "
Cbillies, green ,,
Caulifiowers, each

Potatoes, Persian, 4 Ibe.

Pumpkins, 4 lbe.
Radishes, 4 lba.
Spinach, 4 The.
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Turnipa, 4 lbs, 1 to 4 Riege Pinstres.
Tomatoes, 4 lba. 8 to 10- "
Trufles, 4 lba. 8 to 3 "
Barley, 120 Ibs. .. 40 to 80 "
Dholl, 120 lbs. ... 120 to 160 "
Gram, ... 110 to 150 "
Wheat ... 100 to 180 "
Millet and Indian-corn, 120 Ibs. ... 80 to 80 "
Charcoal, 80 lbs. ... 40 to 50 "
Fire-wood, green,EEBOH ... 300 to 800 .
Oil, common, 24 Ibs. .. 160 to 210 "
Soap, Damascus, fine, 3 Ibe. ... 36 to 50 "
Tobacco, oountry and Persian, 31be. ... 30 to "

Supplies in general are abundant, and perhs fs snﬁclent for the support of
double its population. Ordiparily there is & plentiful store in the granaries
of the city, and in periods of increased demand it can be easily procured
from the great grain tracts around Masal and the two Zabs, by wuter car-
riage down to Tigris.

The following scale of dmly wages in Baghdad may also be useful :—

Brick-maker " 25  Riege Piastres.
" Assistant . . ... 20 "
* 2nd Assistant .. . )] -
Brlck-hyeru. Master .. 30 "
' Asgistant | .28 "
" 2nd Asaistant . L "
" 15

: &EE; rriors - - ‘§ -

Bmlden of mud wn.lll. for wery 150 foet long

and 1 foot high . 80 "

Book-binders, Master . 2 "

. 2 »

Eachmuthl. Master .13 ”

istant ... .10 "

o 20d Assistant .7 "

Brasier, Master . 25 "

» Assistant .2 "

«» Boys, from 7wl10

Butchers, Master 30 "

" Assistunt 20 "

w  Boys, from 7 to 10

Beaters of wool 18 "

» of cotton 16 .

Basket.-makers, common 10 to 16 ,

Bucket and water ekin makers .. 20 s

Barber ... 10t0 16 ,,

Baker o b0 28,
Brokers, general commission R » per cemt.

" each horse or donhy lold .. 20 "

Carpenters, Master .. 80 "

" Aseistant . . 25 "

" ond Assistant . 20 ”

" 8rd " 15 »

" 4th " 10 ”»

»n  Boy 5 -

Copperumith, Master 13 .

" Assistant 10 "

» 2nd Assistant 7 “

Corn-weigher 15t02
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Designars for silver Work 0 Ricge Pinstres.
Dyers, Master 25 ..
»  Assistant . 20 "
»  2nd Assistant 18 "
Date-crate-maker, Mastor 30 "
" " Assistant 25 "
. 2nd Assistant . 2 "
Distillers of native epirits . bt 2 “
Dhobie, per 100 pieces 800 "
Enameller 40 «
Engraver of seals a0 »
Farrier .. 15 "
Uoldsmiths, Master . 50 “
“ Assistant 1) "
w 2nd Assistant . 2 "
Boys, from . Tt 1o "
Gem pnlnhe .. 4D "
Qlazier of piece goud. . 0t W "
Glazier or window-maker . 2 “
Glass-maker . WVte W "
Gilder on steel . 80 o
Gun-stock maker ... . W0t 30 "
Gun-lock repairer, Master . 2t 0 "
" " my .10 o
Grinder . 35 to 40 v
Gardeners . 10t 13 "
" TLabourers .. R | -
»  Boys 2t0 3 "
Hanalls. .. . 18 »
Mat-maker of Mendalloe mats o 20 "
" of reed mats ... 10 "
Millstone eharpener .. ... 5t "
Musketeers or ‘with borses .. 15 "
on foot ... .. 10 "
Oil-mnker ... 28 "
Painter, Master ... 30 "
»  Assistant ... . .. 20 "
Printer, Calico, Master .. 30 "
”» » Assistant ... 18 ”
" »  2nd Assistant ... ... 10 .
" ”» &y‘ 2t 7 »
Potter ... .. 15t0 B "
maker ... 10to 18 "
Pack saddle-maker ... . 28 "
Bolderer ... . 20 »
Silk-cord maker .20 "
Shoe-makers, Master . 30 »
" Assistant . 25 "
" 2nd Assistant . 20 "
» Boys, from . 5t 10 »
Soap-maker . 25 "
Spinners of wool . 16 "
» of cotton .. . 18 ”
Sweetmut-m&ler. Master . 30 ”
" »  Asvistant . . 2 "
" » 2od Aﬂlmt . 18 ”»
Brufl-maker . . . 15t0 20 "
Btone-cutter . 285t 30 "
Bward-maker, Master . 40 "
" Asaistant . 20 v
”» b’ ... .10 "
Spear-shaft maker . 20w X "
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Tent-makers, Master
" Assietant
Tent-pitcher, Master .
" Assistant
Tinner ...
Tailors, Master
, Asnistant ...
Tanners, Master
,  Assistant ...
» Boys
Turmer, wood
,. amber
o  beads
Tobacco-packer
Weavers of cotton or wool, 1st class
" ” » Al "
" " w boys, from
Weavers of silk, Master

35 Riege Piastres.

=
g
PP

20

33
g
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” ” Assistant to 26 .
" " Boys, from to 10 "
Waterman, with horse "
" with donkey "
" on foot ... "
Watchman " N
” Bazar ... ” night.
Waiters, Coffee-house, Master - per g
w Bo "
» Rnf'eon-mnker "
" Bati!. Master “
" n Assistant "
" ”" Delall e “
" » Servant .. 18 "
Head servants, per month 630 ..
2od class ditto  ,, ... b26 "
3rd class ditto . ... 8156 to 420 "
Boys ... ... 350 "
Grooms per month ... ... 300 to 400 "
Female servants, per month ... 210 to 818 »
Camels ... .. 16to 20 "
Donkeys, white ... 18 »
" lack 10 "
Horses 30 to 40 "
Mules ... .. 25 to 30 "
.. ... 200 300 w» ) locludin
- T R -11 T
“ bitumen ... 100 ” fur man.
Goofa, with two men ... 30 "
w  withoat men _.. ... 10 o

It is understood that for the rates specified above the individuals or
articles hired are to be throughout the time at the service of the party
hiring them,

The weights and measures used in Baghdad are :—

! Baghali Weight.—By this weight the retail dealers and shopkeepers sell
meat, bread, vegetables, dairy produce, and all articles for household
consumption :—

1 Wakiyeh
4 Wakiyehs = 1 Hoo

11,
4 Ihe.

61



BAG

6 Hoogehs = 1 Mun or Maund 24 Ths.
4 Muns or Maunds = 1 Wuzneh 96 Ibs.

N.B.—The Wuznch in uee at the Khanal Mewn for the sale of fruits
and ghee only to wholesale purchasers contains 5 maunds Baghali, equal
to 120 Tia, The wholesale dealers and retailers subsequently dispose of these
articles by the Baghall Wuzneh of 96 1bs.

2 Allart Weight.—By this weight all groceries, medicines, spices, tobaceo,
sweatmeats, candles, tar, rope, soap, dammer, powder, shot, &c., are sold.
When selling these articles the manufacturer or importer uses the Guban
or Steel-yard Attaree, a maund of which is equal to 20 Ibs; the wholesale
dealer, a maund equal to 191bs; and the petty dealer, or shopkeeper, one
equal to 18 Ibs; as the latter weight may be considered the standard maund
from ite universal use. Its relative proportions are as follows :—

1 Wakiyeh = 12o0zs.
4 Wakiyehs = 1 Hoogeh .. = 31ba.
6 Hoogehse = 1 Mun or Maund = 181bs.
80 Muns or Maunds = 1 Kantar = 540 1bs.

N.B.—The Constantinople Kantar contains 7 anm or Steelyard Attaree
Maunds of 20 Tbe. each, and therefore equals 140 1bs.

3 dlva Weight. —By this weight the retail dealers and shopkeepers make
their purchases of grain, vegetables, and wood from the wholesale dealers.

Five Muns or Maunds and 2 Hoogehs Baghalee = 1 Wuzneh Alwa, or
128 The.

Twenty Wuznehs Alwa = 1 Tﬁhnr Alws, or 2,660 Ibs.

4 Jewellers Weight.—For the sale and purchase ‘of gold, silver, and pearls.
The latter are, however, sometimes bargained for by the Persian Miscall,
which only equals 22 Hubbs. Precious stones are disposed of by the
Carat.

24 Hubbs = 1 Miscall, or 72:28125 grains Troy.
100 Migcalls = 1 Chickee, or 7225°125 ”

6 Drapers’ Measure—The Aleppo Draa, or yard, equals 27 inches, and is
used for the sale of cloth, &ilk, linen, and cotton goods imported into Bagh-
dad. The Baghdad Draa or yard equals 32 inches, and is used for the sale
of bleached and unbleached shirtings, country linen, linen the manufacture
of Tarabizan or Arzrfim, as well as all descriptions of textile goods made
in the country. The Persian Draa Shah, or yard, equals 40 inches, and is
used when selling goods to Persians.

The following coins are current in Baghdad, but that with the greatest
circulation is the Mahamad Shah Kran; the next most important in local
transactions is the Shami, especially with the Arab tribes to the south
of Baghdad, who prefer it to cvery other sort of money. In reducing these
coins to their equivalent in rupees, the Riege Piastre has been taken as the
standard at the rate of 21 per Mahamad Shah Kran, and 209 Mahamad
Shah Krans for 100 Rupees in consequence of its being that by which the
value of the others is computed. All accounts are, however, kept by the
native merchants in Kammeri Beshlios :—

Equal to Ropars.

Riege Piastre. R A. P
Im\horuq;eed) ... 430 .. 9 12 882
Jehadi .. ... 840 .. 7 11 11160
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Riege Pinstre. R. 4. P.
Half Jehadi .. 120 2 11 8880
Stamboul, Attick ... ... 150 3 6 8100
- Mustaphs .. 140 3 3 0360
" Selim ... ... 120 2 11 8880
Gazee Attick . 98 2 2 76%
" new or Khayri .. 84 1 14 7416
Half Gazee, new ... g g lg 35(518
Qurtar w DNew .. ‘854
w oid .. .. 47% 1 1 3765
Adelll Makerer ... ... 80 1 13 1920
» Saigh .. 70 1 9 6180
Rubeyeh Mazunjid ... 39 0 14 2680
common ... 0 13 10212
Misr el Mustapha . 120 2 11 §880
»  Belim 105 2 6 3270
Fuanduck Attick 200 4 8 10800
" new 160 3 10 3840
Hai'roedl, large 80 1 13 1920
0 0 14 68960
Quarter ,, 20 0 7 8480
Majeedi, small ] 0 2 10992
Kammeri Beahlic ... 20 0 7 348
Shooshi 50 1 4 4940
Ogla 445 1 0 4830
Beshlic, ‘Attick 72 1 10 2928
Shamie .. 34 0 12 4716
Munduhi 24 0 8 8978
Half ,, 12 0 4 4488
(] 0 2 2244
Nakushli, old 114 0 4 2901
Cherkhli 9} 0 3 4459

Small Silver Pioces.
Under the general names of
Khm'dn. of four, two, and one
piastre each

Fluce, a -mn.lr:mn. which haa
lately varied from 4 to 18 per
riege piastre; st present 336

aal to & kran.
ign Gold Coina.
Dubloon ... 1,600 .. 38 7 2400
English Soverei ... 450 .10 4 0300
Russian Imperi . ... 370 . 8 8 10380
Perm.n Toman ... 208 4 11 o792
M ..o 22 4 13 39288
le onn ... 225 5 2 10150
Soorti ... v 200 4 8 10800
Foreign Silver Cosns.
Eﬂilh .. 99
nch 5-Franc Piece .. 94
German Crown ... .. 94
Manoot .. 70
Half Manoot - |
Quarter Manoot ... .o 17% 0 6 3451
One-fifth ,, .. 14 .. 0 & 123%
Mahomed Shah Kran ) .. 0 7T 7854
17 0 6 2358

Baghdsd was once celebrated for its eilk manufactares, but these are now
very inferior. The art of enamelling on copper, which was formerly carried
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on with great suceess, has now declined considerably. The heads of the
Persian pipes and handles of daggers enamelled at Baghdad are frequently
of beautiful workmanship.

Baghdad is a place of great trade, and the resort of merchants from
almost every quarter of the east. It supplies all Asia Minor, Syria and
part of Europe with Indian commodities, which are imported at Basrah,
brought in boata up the Tigris, and then transported by caravans to Tocat,
Constantinople, Aleppo, Damascus, and the western parts of Persia. The
chief imports from India are gold brocade, cloths, sugar, pepper, tin,
sandal-wood, iron, China-ware, spices, cutlery, arms, and broad-cloth; in
return for which they send bullion, eopper, ng-nuts, tamarisk, leather, and
otto of roses. From Aleppo are imported European silk stuffs, broad-cloth,
steel, cochineal, gold-thread, and several other European articles, which are
brought in great vessels to Scandercon. The imports from Persia are
shawls, carpets, silk, cotton, white cloth, leather, and saffron; and those
from Lonstn.ntinople are bullion, furs, gold, and silver-thread, jewels, brocade,
velveta, and otto of roses. The principal manufacture at this place is that
of red and yellow leather, which is much esteemed, but silk and cotton
stuffs are likewise made.

Baghdad is sometimes called Dar-as-Salam, or ““ abode of peace,” and also
Medineht-ul-Khalifa or ‘‘City of Kalifs.” (Jones—Chesney— Kinnier—
Froser and Fontanier.

BAGHDAD.—Lat. 30°to 36° Long. 42°30" to 47°  Elev.

A Pashalic of Turkey, boundaries of which as given by various authorities
differ considerably. Kinneir says it is hounded by the Euphrates and desert
of Nejid in the south and west by Kazistan and Mount Zagros to the
eust, by the Pushalic of Diarbakr to the North-West, and Armenia with
territories of the Chief of Jalamerik to the north. Chesn’)' ams it extends
from Lat. 30° to 37°31'5;” Long. 38°7'10” to 458°45°16,” including Anah,
Rahabah, Mardin, Mnsul Arbel, Koh, Sanjak, Karkﬂk Takri, Sﬂhmnma,
Zobals, and Khénikin. Both these authorities make it out to be very much
more extensive than Jones, who defines the limita of the Pashalic as extending
from the north shores of the Persian Gulf along the Euphrates River as up as
Anah. Thence a line drawn across Mesopotamia to the Hamrin range of
hills and led east so as to include the province of Saliménia in Kardis-
tan bounds it to the north, its ewst limit being then defined by the line
of the Shirwan and Diila Rivers as far as Khanikin, whence it skirts the
foot of the Zagros, including the great plains as far as the Kerkha River
wesh of Hawlza and thence to the angle formed by the meeting of the
Shatt 6l Arab and Mahamrah streams. Jones is certainly the latest anthority,
and must for the present be considered the best. The Pashalic, therefore,
extends as above.

Its length from south-east to north-west is 500 miles, and its breadth
250 miles.

Its area in square miles ig, says Jones, 50,000.

The divisions of the Pashalic within the above limits are, (1.} Al Jazirs,
or the portion to the north-west between the Euphrates and the Tigris;
(2.) IrlﬂoAmbl or that below Baghdad and south of the Tigris; and (3.)
Salimsnis or the country of the Knrds under the Governor of this province.
The first two of these are arbitrary divisions, the last an administrative
division.
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Besides these, the Pashalic is divided among roving tribes of Arabs who
nevertheless keep pretty much to their bounds, as the Montefik between
Semaweh and Busruh extending to the Tigris south-west of the Hye and
south of the Hud Rivers, the Beni Lam who occupy the tract east of the
Tigris from Kat al-Amareh to the Hud River and the Mesopotamian eide
of the Tigris south-east of the Hye; the Zobeid who range between the
Tigris and Euphrates north of the Hye as far as the Saklawieh Canal to
the west-north-west of Baghdad, and the Shammar Togeh and Deffabeh
having their habitat in the great plains east of the Tigris and south of the
Diala as far south as Ktt al-Amareh.

The general aspect of the whole of this country is that of a dead level
plain of a sandy clay abounding with worm-wood, and wherever there is no
water being a positive desert. But between Baghdad and the Euphrates and
near the two rivers the surface is occupied by salt and lakes and marshes, and
wherever it is watered it becomes rich and productive in the extreme.

There are no mountains or hills of any kind throughout the extent of the
Pashalic, that is, if we exclude from consideration the Salimania division,
which is better described separately.

The rivers of Baghdad are the Tigris, Euphrates, Zab, Adheym Diala,
Tharthar, Shat al Hai; all described elsewhere.

There are several large and important canals in the Pashalic, siz., Sukla-
wiah, Shat al Hai, etc., ete.

The lakes of the Pashalic are those of Akarkaf, of Birs Nimrad and
Lemlam. There are besides scveral marshes and extensive sheets of water
that arc met with during the floods both above and below Kornuh.

The climate of the Pashalic of Baghdad in the summer is extremely hot
and trying, and in the south poriion it is very unhealthy, the sun going up to
117° in the shade. In the upper portion the winter is cold and bracing, and
cold winds blow over the desert which are rather trying. Rain generally falls
at the beginning of the year.

I have little information of the mineralogy of Baghdad; the north part ie
said to produce copper and lead, and the south, salt, lime, bitumen, and naptha.

The domestic animals are camels, buffaloes, sheep, horses, goats, sll of
superior kind, but the cows and oxen are of an inferior breed.

Of wild animals, jackals are found in large troops; lions and hyenas are
not 60 numerous ; hares are abundant. Black and gréy partridge, francolins,
Brahmini and common wild geese, ducks, teals, pelicans, and cranes are
sbundant, and the flamingo, spoonbill, paddy-bird, crow, owl, curlew, rock
pigeon, kingfisher, snipe, cormorant, and various kinds of hawk are found.

Though the horse is the most valuable animal, the most common and most
useful animal in the province is the camel. They are universally of the
dromedary class, having but a single hump, and are of different colours, brown,
white, and a lead colour, but the former i1s by much the most prevalent. The
usual travelling pace of those which carry burthene is remarkably slow,
seldom exceeding a mile and three-quarters, or two miles an hour. Those,
however, which are used as riding camels will move much quicker, and they
have been known to go from Baghdad to Aleppo, a distance of nearly seven
hundred miles, in the course of eight or nine days. They feed when
they travel on a ealt prickly weed in the desert, called “shttar khar” (the
camels’ thorn), which, with a small quantity of flour and water kneaded
together into a ball, and give them morning and evening, constitutes the
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whole of the nourishment which they receive during the journey. Their
gpeed is at no time equal to the gallop of a borse; and their trot is so exces-
avely rough, that it is next to impossible for a person, not in the habit of
riding them, to keep his seat. Mules and asses are also used as beasts
of burthen; the latter are small, and the former are principally brought from
Persin. Buffaloes are kept for the sake of the milk, and oxen are used
for the purposes of agriculture.

With the exception of Baghdad and Basrah there is ecarcely a fixed abode
deserving the name of a town, though Koruah, Semaweh, Hilleh, Musseyb,
Hit, Anah, ‘l'akrit, Samara, Solimania, Khanakin, Mendalll, Badral
Jessan are designated with that title. These are, however, the principal spots
where commuunities of men in this province dwell within walls, though there
are other villages and petty hamlets of mud construction on the Tigris
and its tributanes north of Baghdad as well as on the line of the Euphrates
south of Hilleh. On the course of the Tigris, with its arms south of
the capital, if we except the miserable hamlet called Beled al Hai, on the
Hai River, there is not a fixed abode. These great plains in fuct are the
wandering places of the nomades, whose various tribes give so much trouble
to the Government and may be said to exist regurdless of all laws, but those
which are conventional among themeelves. These tribes are all Arabs
and of them the Montefik is the most powerful; the others are the Beni
Lam, Shammar, Deffafeh, Daour, Zobeid, Baid, Arfuyd, Amareh, As Seraj,
Dellim, Dijed, Abeyd, &c., &c. These will be found described elsewhere.
The inhabitants of the Pashalic besides the Araba consist of (sménli Turks,
Kiirds, Tarkmans, Syrians, Jews, and Christians and are said to number
13,00,000. Arabic 18 the general language, Turkish, Kardish, Chaldi,
Syriac, and the Syro-Chaldean dialects being the exceptions. The Sant
Mahamadan religion is prevalent.

Jones remarks—* On the whole, it may be said that the populstion isa quiet
ome. There is little appearnnce of fanaticiem in it. The Jew and the
Christian are tolerated, and enjoy immunities which they do not elsewhere
possess. The only tax upon them is the ‘kharuj,’ or capitation tax, levied
annually on males only above the age of 16 in the proportion of about
10, 5, and 2§ ehillingse per head. This exempts them from all
other demands, and while the poor Mahamadan is often dragged
from his wife und children, and made to serve as a soldier, these classes
pursue their occupation in quiet in the midst of their families, and yet
are not contented. The Christians and Jews of Turkey nevertheless, while
they are insidiously robbing all classes of their neighbours, are ever ready to
whine about oppressions, and unfortunately they receive attention from those
who arc ignorant of their characters and real position in Turkey. The fuct is
that there is more real ill-will felt towards Jews in Europe than at the prescnt
time in Turkey, and the concealed hatred of Roman Catholics and Protestants
manifests iteelf more in those civilized States than it now does in the
dominions of the Sultan. We have nothing to compare among Maha-
madans with the Spanish denial of sepulture to their fellow Christians.
Here every sect of Christians has ita churches and cemeteries, and the
intercourse between individaals of totally different.creeds in the common
concerns of life is lesa restricted and infinitely more courleous than among
those professing Christianity under different denominations in Europe.
Massacre in this country, solely on account of antagonistic belief, is & rare
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thing, and when it does occur it arises more from its being the first politi-
cal weapon at hand on the part of the rebellious townspeople against the
Government than from any inherent desire to shed Christian blood, and in
some cases it has been brought about by the Christian parties themselves
being urged to set at defiance the restrictions they had lived under in peace,
if not in abaolute freedom.”

The soil of this province is generally a sandy clay, the surface of which
in the absence of water is a positive desert, but wherever it is watered by
the numerous inlets and irrigating canals branching from the different rivers
it is rich and productive in the extreme.

The agricultural products are tobacco, Indian-corn, wheat, batley, entton.
Of fruits therc are grapes, melons, apricots, figs, cherries, pomegranates,
quinces, pears, dates, all of which are sbundant where the least care 18 taken
to cultivate them. Onions, spinach, and beans are the usual vegetables, and
these are largely cultivated along the sides of the rivers, where just, after the
water recedes, the progress of vegetation is surprising. Some idea may
be formed of the productive qualitics of the soil from the fuct of ecight
crope of clover having been cut in the neighbourhood of Basrah during one
year. The prevailing trees are the sycamore, the silver poplar, with the
tamarisk and liquorice plants, both of which are everywhere abundant.
Truffles, wild capers, peas, and the ceratonia siligna (carrot) are also found.

The most productive parts of the Pashalic are on the banks of the Shat-
al Arab in the neighbourhood of Basrah, and for 30 miles below that city,
which yielde vast quantities of dates, wheat, barley and various kinds of
fruit. The borders of the Euphrates also between Kornsh and Shukashu
produce abundance of dry grain, the country of the Alghazyl Arab between
Lemlum and Samarat is famed for its plentiful crops of rice.

The dates grown in the districts on the lower part of the Euphrates are said
to excel even those of Tafilah on the banks of the Nile, and of all the pro-
ductions of Baghdad it is the most benoficial. The cultivation of this tree
is conducted with great attention; and as the process is somewhat remark-
able, 1 shall give the following short account of it from Kinneir. Both the
male and the female begin to blossom towards the end of February. The
flower grows from the stem, between the uppermost brancbes (or leaves),
and is in appearance something like a bunch of wheat, but much more
white. The flower of the male tree is sweet and palatable, but that of the
female bitter and nauseous to the taste. About the middle of March, when
the trees are completely in flower, they are pruned of all their exuberant
branches; and it is sometimes deemed advisable to remove a certain quantity
of the blossom and stalk of the male flower, which is then inserted into a
emall incision made in the top of the female tree. After the application of
the male flower, the dates of the female gradually increase in size, until the
khormeepuz, or date ripening, which is in August and September. A
male is sufficient to fecundate many hundred females; and it is even maid
that the rame portion will, in case of necessity, answer for several. The
male flower never produces fruit, and is eaten by Arabs as bread, either
green or roasted. When ripe the dates are pulled, and appropriated agree-
ably to the viewa of the owner. Some are dried in the sun, and strung on
lines made of goats’ hair. Those that are intended to Le kept in a moist
state arc immediately packed up in baskets made of the palm leaf, and the
saccharine matter which they contain is found suflicient to preserve them
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from spoiling. The inhabitants of these countries look upon the date tree
as the greatest blessing they enjoy; it yields food for men, horses, and dogs,
and may be applied, it is said, to three hundred and sixty different uses.

The whole of the Pashalic is celebrated for the excellency of ite pasture
land which support large numbers of cattle, &c., belonging to the Arabs.

The chief manufactures of the province are slippers, shoes, boots, some
silks, coarse cottons, the abbas or cloak universally worn by the Arabs, the
gaily striped kerchief of silk and cotton mixed, which is invarisbly used to
cover their heads, and the coarse black tent which forms the dwelling place
of a large proportion of the people throughout the year. To these manu-
factures may be added some elegant embroidery on cloth and leather
with other omamental work of a like nature. A great number of sawyera
and carpenters are occupied in preparing timber and in the construction of
edifices and furniture of that material, and a still greater number of artizans
are employed in making or repairing the ordinary culinary utensils of
copper and tin. To these may be added a limited number of individuals
who find occupation as gold and silversmithe in the bazaars of the principal
towns and making seals, rings, and more ordinary ornaments for women,
The trade of Baghdad is represented as very considerable, all centering in
the capital. Fleets of large well-built boats descend and ascend the Tigris
with cargoes to and from the Persian Gulf, but the mass of the trade is
carried on by caravans, which branch in different directions from the capital.
From Persisa and Kardistan are brought eilk, coarse woollens, shawls, and
carpets of Kashmir, Kirmian, Yezd, stoffs, gum rahabat, fur-skins, tobacco,
rose-water, galls, dyes, &c ; from Turkey soap, cotton, linen, silks, embroidered
muslins, opium, copper, and stuffs ; from Arabia incense, myrrh, galbanum,
raising, gnmns, drugs, and coffee ; from Europe, Egypt, &ec., greycloths, prints,
calicoes, longcloths, sheetings, twists, hardware, and cutlery, all English;
also fine French and German cloths, cutlery, lead, tin, West India coffee,
indigo, cochineal, velvet and satin stuffs, and drugs and spices.

The exports are wheat, barley, rice, and other grains, horses, pearls, corals,
honey, dates, cotton, silk, tobaceo, gallnuts, wool, bitumen, naptha, sulphur,
saltpetre, salt, coarse coloured cottons, fine handkerchiefs, and other manu-
factures. Imports are charged five per cent. and amount to three per cent.
only when the goods are in course or transit from other places. Exports are
charged from nine to 12 per cent. They have been‘arranged by tariffs and
special treaties which the suthorities at Baghdiad and Basrah have always
respected.

The communications of Baghdad with the south are generally earried on
by water. These will be found described in the articles on Euphrates,
Thgris, &c.

Those by land to places round it are as follows. The number of days
given for each journey however vary according to such circumstances as
deficient means of transit over swollen streams and distarbances to the country,
&c. From Baghdad to Misal by Kerknk occupies 12 days, not including
stoppages, to Tehrén by Kirmanshah 18 days, to Saliménia 7, to Kh&ns-
kin 4, to Damascus 30, to Hileh 2, to Baarah 14, to Anah 7, to Hit 4, to
Samara 4, to Badral 5, to Shtietar 12. These routes with others will be found
described in the Table of Routes.

The form of Government in Baghdid and the minor towns is based on
thut of Constantinople, varied only to suit local usages and requirements,
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when these do not operate badly on the general land which is that of the
Koran and the interpretatione which learned legislators have awarded to its
less intelligible doctrines. The old despotic rule has been closed for some
years; and now a Council, at which the Pasha usually presides, hears and
determines upon all cases. It is a mixed one of Mahamadans and Christians,
though the latter are not sufficiently independent to do justice to their
position when the Mahamadan portion may be biassed by their creed or by
corruption to pronounce an unjust award. Though netarious practices in
perversion of land and right are less complained of in Baghdad than in
most parts of the Turkish Empire, there are very many faults in its admi-
nistration. The Pasha is too poor to maintain an efficient staff in the
various departments, and the fiscal arrangements of the province as well as the
police of the towns are on the most slender and inadcquate scale. Frequent
and daring robberies, as well as loss of revenue, result from want of force
to-levy the one, and the abeence of efficient means to check the commission
of the other. There is in fact no system, and as long as governorships, public
lands, custom dues, and the wholesale sending of many staple articles of
commerce and food are held as monopolies by the highest bidders in the
State auction, improvement cannot be expected. Every one of course
worke these with the greatest gain and least loss to himself, regardless of
the effects on individuals and the hideous consequences to the State. The
regular Army too in the province is far too small for its extent in the most
peaceable times; indeed should a serious emeufe arise in Baghdad itsclf, the
whole force would barely suffice to put it down; and when the lawless
character of the tribes around is considered, it is a wonder indeed that such
a patch-work and threadbare form of Government can hold together at all.
The secret lies however in the opposite clements of the governed body and
the character of the general mind being too elow to work mischief, a love of
repose and a singular apathy in these people tp past, present, or future events
adds to the security while it acts in an inverse ratio when we think of the
energy necessary to effect improvement.

The revenue of the Pashalic is derived from a tax on transit goods, produe-
ing as follows :—

Naptha 3} millions dollars ; from dates, cotton, house rent, &ec., 1§ millions ;
from wheat, barley, and other gruins, exclusive of the produce of the
lands farmed chiefly near Baghdad and Hillah four millions; and from the
proportion taken by the Pasha being one-tenth of the animals reared 34
millions ; total 124 millions dollare. As the inferior establishments at Anah,
Hit, Hillah, and Kornah are chiefly maintained by local contributions, the
disbursements are confined almost exclusively to Baghdad itself. They
consist of the expenses of the Pasha’s followers, presents, salaries of State
officere, together with the maintenance of the troops organized after the
European model and the fixed revenue paid to the Stltan. Besides these
expenses considerable sums of money are privately distributed in order to
secure the allegiance of some of the Shékhs, and subsidies are paid to all
the Chiefs from whom any service is required. There is, however, in peace-
able times a considerable surplus, which however is consumed when the Arab
tribes are called out.

Fontanier, who states that the Pasha’s accounts passed through his hands,
estimates the annual revenue of the Pashalic at about £500,600. I have
no information regarding the army of the Pasha of Baghdad. Chesney
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says that 5,000 semi-disciplined troops are maintained, and that 100,000
men could be assembled from the tribes provided due notice were given
and the necessary payments to the Chiefs were previously made, yet I
believe the army of the Pashalic ia now in a very efficient state. (Jones—
Chesney— K inneir—Fraser.)

BAGHDADIA.—Lat. Long. Elev.
An old fort on the left bank of the Tigris, close to the ruins of Ctesiphon.
It is one of the wooding stations for steamers. (Wray.)

BAGH-IDRI.—Lat. Long. Elev.,
A town in the Sinjar hills, provinee of Baghdiad, Asiatic Turkey, the resi-
dence of the temporal and spiritual head of the Yezdis. (Chesney.)

BAHDINAN.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A tribe of Kurds who inhubit the valley of Amadis and the left bank of
the Tigris from the junction of the Khabur River us far as Masal. The
sub-divisions of this tribe are Sindi, Sleivani, Goli, Goyi, Artushi, Derran,
Kaidi, Sbeékhan, Navkur, Bowat, Najukur, Kalati, Kala Deir, Seruji,
Shirwan, Barados, Gerdi, Misuri, Berrawi, Doski, Kerki, Rekani, Nerwi,
Berrawijur, Govi, Teli, Zitk, Sherm, Zobar. Their capital is Amadis,
and the Chief of this place is the noblest, and is even looked upon as
something saintly, deriving his origin from the caliphs; but from the
ancient name of the family it dates possibly from a much more remote
antiquity. No person dare use the same vessel or pipe as is used by the
Prince of this family; not even his own pipe-bearer for the purpose of
lighting or trying it for his master. Hie person is so sacred that, in the
fiercest battle among tribes, their arms would fall from their hands if he
approached them. Yet he has little or no power over the eavage and war-
like clans who compose his people, and he receives nothing from the
revenues of his own estates. Should he want a sum of money for any
extraordinary exigency he mounts his mule und goes round to the Chiefs of
the different clans, becoming a guest for a night with each of them, when,
by the laws of hospitality, they cannot refuse his request; and in the morn-
ing when he departs the Chief with whom he has passed the night makes
up a emall sum as a voluntary offering to him.

He affecta the state of the latter Abasside Caliphs. He always sits alone.

A servant brings in his dinner and then leaves him till he has finished it.
After baving eaten enough he smooths the dish over, that no one may see
what part he has eaten. He then calls a single attendant, who removes the
dinner, brings him the basin and ewer to wash, supplies him with a pipe,
and then leaves him alone again. The Pasha is very well dressed, something
in the fashion of Masal, with a Kashmir shawl on his head, wound round
8 red cap which hangs down behind, and is called a fess. When be holds a
divan, first the Kiahya, or Prime Minister, enters and salutes the Pasha
with an inclination of the body in the Persian manner, seating himself at a
respectiul distance. The Chief of the Meruri tribe next follows, and takes
his seat by the side of the Kiahya; then the other resident Chiefs of elans,
in the order of the rauk of their clans. Pipes are then brought at the
command of the Pasha. Only obe servant is allowed to enter, who distri-
butes the pipes; and when the Pasha wishes the divan to break up, he
orders coffee. The Kahvajl, or coffee-maker, looks through the window,
sees how many are present, lills as many cups with coffee, and arranges
them on o tray which he brings in and hands in suceession ; after which
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they all go away, except it please the Pasha to order any particular person,
with whom he may have business, to stop. It seems the grandeur of the
Bahdinan Prince to render himself us inuccessible and invisible as possible.
The Bebbeb Chief, on the contrary, is expected to make himself as public
as he can, and he has, indeed, seldom an hour to himself.

Some of the Bahdinan Princes have even covered their heads with a veil
whenever they rode out, that no profane eye might see their countenance ;
and this we learn from Benjamin of Tudela was the practice of the later
Caliphs of Bughdad. The uniform of the Pasha’s own officers and servants
is & black jacket made of abba stuff, manufactured at Miaal, with gold
frogs. All wear the many coloured striped trowsers which are the supreme
tonton in Amadia and Jalamenk.

The Pasha, when he goes a hunting, changes his dress at a hunting-box
of his, near Amadig, for one of a mountaineer of lower runk, in which he
clambers the cliffs and lies in wait for the wild goat, observing never to
shoot one younger than four years. Their age is ensily recognized by the
practiged eye, even at a distance, by their horns. This and snaring, shoot-
ing or hawking the red-legged partridge is the only eport in the territory
of Amadia, which is too mountainous to admit of exercise on horseback.

BAIATS—
A tribe of Tarkmans, who inhabit the plain of this name to the west of
Kufri. The tribe was formerly more powerful, but when Nadar Shah
invaded the country he swept away the Baidts to Kharasan, and those who
remain are descended from the Chicf’s family. They can even now turn out
1,000 horscinen. They have also some Arabs and broken tribea under their
protection. Their horses are much esteemed. The district they inhabit was
given them as a gift by the Sultan, and they pay nothing to the Ottoman
Government, only owing military service to the Province of Baghdad when
he takes the ficld in person. (Rick.)

BAIBURT—Lat. Long. Elev.
A town in Province of Arzrim, Asiatic Turkey, 82 miles west by north
of Arzram, on right bank of the Chorak River, abouf half-wuy between
Arzrom and Tarsbizan.

It is irregular and ill-built, occupying the hase of an insulated hill, on the
summit of which is an ancient castle fortified by an outer wall which descends
far down the hill. The outer enciente is in a dilapidated condition, but the
inner wall of sand-stone is still entire and consists of an irregular line flanked
by emall angles, semi-circles, and here and there a bastion of diminutive
dimensions. Of the interior defences, three square towers, one in the centre
and onc at each extremity of the fort, remain standing amidst a heap of
ruined buildings. Round the town are situated in the banks of the nver
many picturesque gardens.

The custle of Baibéirt was one of the strongholds belonging to the
Sovereigns of Armenia. The ruins, which cover a considerable extent of
ground, display much beautiful masonry, while the numerous towers of all
forms with which the walls were strengthened are remarkably well built.
The fall of snow here in winter is so great as to interrupt communication
with the neighbouring villages for months together, cow-dung baked in the
sun being the only fuel of the poor classes. The inbabitants are described
as a stout, active, hardy race, of mild and civil manners, Stoart says it
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contains about 10,000 inhabitants, and that before the Russian war of 1828-29
it was much greater, they having persunded a great many fumilies to emi-
grate with their army.

In the Russo-Turkish war of 1828-20 this place was surrendered to the
Russians, who destroyed the fortifications, and on the 25th September 1829
the last battle of the war was fought here, in which the Turks were defeated.
(Stwart— Monteith— Imperial Gazelleer.)

BAIDAR WAND—Lat. Long. Elev.
A tribe of the Haft Lang sept of the great clan of Bakhtiaris, who
encamp in winter near the Diz (about 56 miles north of Shastar, in Kiizis-
tan, Persia) on Shimbar, and Andakan, among the hills of Lali, and some-
times as far as Gotwand on the Karan. Their summer quarters are in the
plains of Bazaft and Char Mahal. Jafar Kali Khép, the Chief of this
tribe, after the imprisonment of Mahamad Taki Khan by the Persians, raised
his tribe to the chicf place amongst ull the Baokhtisns, and at the time
Mr. Layard visited him he was able to raise about 700 horsemen and between
3,000 to 4,000 matchlockmen, but as his influence appears to rest entirely
on his personal prowess and success in plundering it does not always follow
that the Baidar wand should be the leading trbe of Bakhtiéris, nor that
the eame number of men could always be raised by their Chief. (Layard.)

BAKIA CHAI.—Lat. Long Elev.
A river of Kardistan which joins the Bitlis Chai at the foot of Sir Sers,
a high mountain forming part of the All Tagh range. (Chesney).

BAKUBAH—~Lat. Lon Elev.
A large straggling village in the Province of Baghdad, Asiatic Turkey, 30 miles
north-north-east of Bahgdsd, on the left bank of Diala. It contains a bazaar
and a mosque and was formerly of great importance, being the point where
scveral frequented roads met, but bloody wars and Musalmén apathy have
brought it to a state of decay from which there is little chance of 1ts ever
recovering.  ‘T'here are now not more than 700 to 800 houses. The town is
surrounded by numerous gardens, in which the palm, orange, lemon, pome-
granate and mulberry trees flourish, and the immediate neighbeurhood pro-
duces orops of all kinds of grain. The Diala River is crossed by a ferry half
mile from the village. The village is watered by a cut from the Khorasan
or Jalaleh Canal. (Tuylor—Jones— Fraser).

BAKUO—Lat. 40° 22’ Long. 49° 51’ Elev.
A town in the district of Shirwan, Trans-Caucasia, Russia, or south shore of the
Peninsula of Apsharon, on the west coast of the Caspian Sea, of which it is one
of the most frequented ports. The walls of the town were formerly washed by
the Caspian, but they are at present five yards distant from it : the sea has how-
ever gained upon the land 1 other places, the ruins of ancient buildings
being found at the depth of upwards of 18 feet. It stands in the centre
of a small bay on a declivity the summit of which is crowned by the palaee
of the former Khans, is defended by a double wall and ditch coustructed
in the time of Peter the Great, and has two strong forts under whose pro-
tection vessels can anchor in from four to six fathoms of water, within B0 yards
of the ehore, in a spacious road sheltered from all quarters except the south,
whose violence is also much sheltered by the intervention of two small
islands. The only vessels however which are seen on it are the ugly Astra-
kban fishing boat and the black Persian merchantmen. The town 18 about
one mile in circumference, is ill built, the streets narrow and crooked and
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consista of a confused assemblage of grey-colored houses, small, with flat roofs
coated with naptha; its ‘::)l)ect is anything but cheerful. The houses are
crowded within fortified walls : they have no windows looking to the street,
and the entire back of the dwellings facing the court-yard and gardens
consists of a close wooden lattice which shute out any view, and in which
are portions capable of being removed or pushed aside for the openings to
serve as door or windows. The apartments of the women and domestics
have windows without glass, no stone but occasionally an open hearth. The
Virgin’s tower is the most striking object in the place. There are, how-
ever, several spacious mosques, public squares, marts, and caravanseraies, a
Greek and an Armeunian Church, and some Tartar Schools.  The chief exports
of the town and neighbourhood are naptha, salt, and saffron, in return for
which it receives chiefly from Persia raw silk, cotton, rich carpets, shawls,
and rice, &ec., and from Enrope all kinds of iron wares, cutlery, cotton, linen,
and woollen manufactared goods, thus becoming an important entrepdt
through which an important trade is carried on between east and west.
The adjacent island of Salian has important fisheries; population 7,431,
chiefly Tartars with a few Armenians. The quantity of naptha procured in
the plain to the south-east of the city is enormous. It is drawn from wells
of which there are nearly 100, and somec of which have been found by a
computation to yield from 4,000 tons annually. These wells are in a
certain degree inexhaustible as they nre no sooner empticd than they again
begin to fill and the naptha continues gradually to increase until it bas
attained its former level. There is 8 colony of Maltin Hindas settled
here, and they, with the Armenians, are accounted the principal merchants of
the place. The district of Baka has but one permanent river, the Songast or
Bielais. In the neighbourhood of Baka the soil is sandy and sterile, and on
the mountains to the west it is likewise poor, yielding a scanty supply of grain.

The following table taken from Abich’s paper on the climatology of the
Caucasus gives the following information of that of Baka:—

Winter ... 3645 .. Temperature 6805 ... Rain and snow-fall.
Spring 5441 i 0640 -
Bummer L. 7799 " res50
Autumn ... 06352 " 3450
Mean ... 5803 11-645

Baka was surrendered to the Russian General Matuschkin after having been
bombarded for some hours on the 7th August 1723, but it was afterwards
restored. In 1804, Prince Sesianoff, the Russian Governor of the Trans-
Caucasian Provinces, entered into an intrigue by which he hoped to guin
possession of this fortress, but attending a conference here for the purpose he
was treacherously shot by the Governor. The inhabitants, however, subse-
quently opened their gates to the Russians. It was again attacked in 1828
by the Persians, but was saved by its garrison.

The jurisdiction of Baka extends over 32 villages, with 19,000 inbabit-
ants, of whom 1,000 are Tarkmans. Monteith mentions having sent in a
plan and report of this place. (Abich—Malcolm—Kinneir—Monteith—Van
Hazrthausen— Chosney— Imperial Gazetieer.)

BALBASI—Lat. Long. Elev.
A tribe of Kardistan, composed of the following tribes:—(1) Kabais, the
reigning family, consisting of about two hundred persons; (2) Manzar;
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(3) Mamash ; (4) Pirén; (5) Rummook ; (8) Sinn and Taafah, who together
make one tribe. The Chiefs of tribes are called Muzzin. Each Chief has
a certain number of thieves, who rob for him, and his tribe makes him
voluntary gifts of provisions. These are his only revenues. The price of
blood among the Balbasis is twenty-two oxen; but it may be made up in
other effects, to which often a nominal velue is attached, more than twice
the real amount, when the affuir is to be compounded amicably. Their
only laws are the usages of the tribe, and these are administered by the
Chief, assisted by the Council of Elders. No erimes are punished with death
but m]ultory, seduction, and such like. The Balbasis will not bestow & girl
in marriage on a person of another tribe or people. They bave courtship
among them, and carrying off a girl by the lover is common. When a
Chief dies he is succeeded by the best or bravest of his family, with the
commeon consent of his tribe. If his eldest son is incapable, the best of the
brothers succeceds. When a Chief is once nominated he cannot be deposed,
and his authority is so well defined that there arc no instances of a Chief
ever having attempted to exceed them. In their own country the Balbasis
do not willingly acknowledge any superior, either Turkish or Persian, but
when they descend into the regions of Karatchtk (which they have not
done for several years) they pay a tribute of sheep to the Boy. Tbey are
very fond of armour, and most of the principal people among them possces
a eomplete suit of mail.

The Balbasi Kirds have a8 most curious way of cunng wounds. They
sew the wounded man in the skin of bullock fresh s d off the animal
leaving onl ly his head out, and they leave him in it tl.l}mthe skin begins to
putrefy. They say this never fails to cure the most desperate epear or sabre
wounds,

The Balbasis have among them a people of dependants or peasants, who
have no voice in their affairs, and are considered as a very inferior caste.
This people are found scattered all over Kardistan, and are of no tribe
or clan. The tribesmen call them Kelowspt or white caps, and aleo
Garan.

In the tribes which form the Balbass nation every man, even of the
meanest rank, has a voice in public affairs. You may be settling business
with Bnlbusa Chicfs, and have come to an ment w1th them, when on a
sudden some common fellow will start up an 3 say— I do not agree to it!"”
and this is enough to spoil the whole affair in 8 moment.

BALIKIS—Lat. Long. Elev.
A large Kordish tribe, who inhabit a very strong and sccluded country
beyond the great range of Kendilan (in Kiirdistan), which forms the pro-
longation of the Ushnai Mountuins and bounds the plain of Lahigan. They
number above 10,000 families, and their country eontaing perhaps 200 vil-
lagres of which the Chief is Ragat. They are in a measure subject to the
Mir of Rowandiz, to whon each family has to furnish one man for his army.
Balik appears to be the name of the district which has been taken up by the
inhabitants, refugees probably from the neighbouring clans; and is now
applied to designate this great independent tribe. They are described by
Taylor as “ neither Moslems, Christians, nor real Kizzilbash.” They swear by
8 church, and never by a mosque or the deity or any of the prophets. They
are said to be the descendants of the early inhabitants of the mountains, who,
according to them, had for their ancestors Sharezer or Sanaser ns they call
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him son of Sennacherib. Their formula of fuith is * Bon Zukhadan, bash
questerdo Choklari, Saaldi gumana Bir zakhadan bash questerseyidee chokler
Gelerdi imanah, which translated is—** A thousand ways he showed himself
but many remained in doubt ; if he should show himself in one way a great
many would come to the faith,” the meaning of which is that they believe
all the prophets were one and the wame person, but that as Ali is the lust
who appeared, they attach more sanctity to his name than to Moses, or
Christ, while Mahomed they ignore entirely,  (ZTuglor—Rawlinaon,)

BALIKHAN—Lat. Long. Elev,
Apparently a small district of Lesghistan, in Caucasia. It was conquered by
Generul Germoloff.  (Monteith.)

BALAKHOR—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in the Provinee of Arzram, Asiatic Turkey, 50 miles south of
Tarabizan. It is described as a “ considerable village.” Among its inhabit-
onts are some Armeniuns. It bousts a mosque.  The inhabitants are agricul-
tural. The village is situated in the corner of a small well-cultivated plain
watered by a rivulet. It possesscs o grest many oxen. (Stuar!.)

BALA KOIL—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in the Province of Arzrim, Asiatic Turkey, on left bauk of the Aras,
20 miles east of Arzram. There isa bridge over the river at this point called
Choban Kopri (which see.) (Stwart.)

BAMBOR.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A harbour on the Circassian Coast of the Black Sea. (Fan Harthausen.)
BAMBUK SHURAGEL.—Lat. Long. Elev.

A district of Georgia lying along the Arpah chai next to Kars. It con-
tains about 709 square miles, and consists of a valley 23 miles long enclosed
by two chains of mountains, Shuragel lies south of these drains and has
about 423 square miles of sorface, which consiste of plains with mountains
at intervals; and north is the plain of Lory, which is surrounded on all sides
by mountains, und contains 1,650 square miles, The soil, climate, and pro-
ducts vary considerably, and the inhabitants consist of 2,008 Tartars and
Greek, and 21,668 Armenians, of whom 21,207 were transported from
ArzrAm and ite vicinity after the Turkish war of 1829. In this district
there is but one town, which is the eentral division of Shurugel on the banks
of the Arpah chai, and contains 503 houses. There are 105 villages in which
are 4,899 houses with a total population of 30,652 souls.

BARDOS—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in the Province of Kars, Asiatic Turkey, 30 miles south-south-west
of Kar. It is curiously situated on and around s promontory at the foot of
which winds & small stream. Its summit is erowned with a fort now
crumbling to pieces with age. The inhabitants are entirely Mahamadans,
consiating of about 150 families, who have a bad reputation in the country.

BAREM— Lat. Long. Elev.
The part of the Talrus Range above Mardin, which separates the drainage
of the West Tigris from that of the Khabar tributaries of the Euphmates,
appears to be so called. Its elevation is not more than 2,300 feet, and it is
of trap formation. (Chesney.)

BARGIR KALA—Lat. Long. Elev,
A fort in the Province of Vin, Asiatic Turkey, belonging to a Kard Chief
on the Band-i-Mabi river, about 16 miles east-nortb-enst from the lake on
road from Ven to Bayazrd. (Brant)
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BARBR—Lat. Long. Elev.

A village in the Province of Arzrim, Asiatic Turkey, 20 miles north-cast of
that place. It was deserted by its Armenian inhabitants after the Russian
war, and now a few Turks only remain.

BASHEKA—Lat. Long. Elev.

A village in the Province of Masal, Asiatic Turkey, 18 miles north-east of
Misal. It is situated under a range of hills, and has an extensive olive
wood in front of it, the produce of which is put to the same use as that of
Bazini (which sec). It sinhabited by Yezds or Dassinis and Jacobites, whe
bave a nceat-looking church. Tbere are also ten families of Mahamadans.
Tt is situated just in front of a defile, where there is a epring which is an
object of veneration to the Yezds, who repair to it in spring to the number
of 2,000 to 3,000 men, women, and children, and offer sacrifices, play various
martial games, and end by getting drunk. (Rick.)

BASKHIAH—Lat. Long. Elev.

An encloesed village in the Province of Baghdad, Asiatic Turkey, in south-
east of Baghdad. There is also & small canal of this name.—(LofYws.)
BASIH KALA—Lat. Long. Elev.

A village in Kardistén situated to the north-north-east of Jilimerik at
the head waters of the Z&b River. It is a large village distributed round the
base of a more conical hill than that of Jilimerik and like it supporting s
castle. It is suid to contain 200 houses inhabited hy Kards, Jews, and
Armenians. It is governed by an officer of the Beg of Jildmerik, and is
tributary to Pasha of Van. It was near this village that the distinguished
antiquarion and traveller M. Schultz was murdered. (AinsworiA—Mignon.)
BASRAH— Lat. 30°30° Long. 47933’ Elev.

A town in the province of Baghdad, Asiatic Turkey, on the right bank
of the Shat-al-Arab river, 70 miles sbhove its mouth, 40 miles below the
junction of its two branches, 450 miles below Baghdad.

The town of Basrah, that is the inbabited urea of the walls, is situated about
14 mile from the right bank of the Shat-al-Arab, though the walls come nearly
down to the bank of the river itself. The shape of the town is oblong, the
short sides being west and east parallel to the river and the long north
and south nearly at right angles to it. The length of the north side, which
18 not straight {ut. curves inward to the south, is about 24 miles, and of the
south, which is nearly straight, about the same. The west side is also not
stroight but rune out into an nnf]e about the middle and measures 13 mile,
as does the cast, which is parallel with the river. Thus the whole circum-
ference of the space enclosed within the walls is not less than eight miles.
But to suy that the town of Basrtih is eight milesin circumference would be
giving a very erroneous impression of its size, for the greater portion is merely
composed of gardens and date groves, and the real inhabited portion 'of
‘the town occupies but a small triangular space, measuring § mile by § mile
by 1} mile, and a sort of tail extending down the canal towarda the
niver for § mile.

The walls of Basrah are built of brick, but arc in an extremely dilapi-
dated condition. They are built mlong the whole circumference wath small
buttresses of bastions projecting.

Basrah has five gateways, viz., that of Zobaia at the south-west angle, two
towards the west and east end of the north face, one at the south-east angle
leading on to the river, and the gatc of Sarayah half mile east of
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Zobaia. Besides these there is a built-up gateway about the centre of the
south face. But though these are the actual gateways the principal means
of ingress and egress to and from the town is by a canal which runs from
the river right to the inhabited portion of the enclosure, This is defended
by bastions at the entrance.

Basrah is perhaps without exception the filthiest town in the east, the
streets are exceedingly narrow, and the stench of the privies, which are every-
where exposed to view, is intolerable. The houses are meanly built, partly
of eun-dried and partly of burnt brick, and the bazaars are miserable structures,
not srched as in Baghdad and the cities of Persia, but covered with mate
laid on rafters of date trees, which hardly afford any protection from the
scorching rays of the sun. The town has ‘Kh&ns’ without number,
a great many coffee-houses, a few wretched baths, and upwards of forty
mosques, of which however only one is worthy of the name.

The number of houses is sad to be 6,000, but this number is certainl
not habitable. The Governor’s residence is situated in the eity on the ban{
of the canal and opposite the grain market, which is an open space about 200
yards square. Further up the canal is the French Consulate, and formerly
the British Residency stood below the Custom-house, which is close to the east
of the Governor’s house. Below the old Residency is a caravanserai. On
the baok of the river there is a small fort, the residence of the Capitan
Pasha, in which the arsenal is placed.

Kinneir estimated the number of inhabitants at 60,000, but now it is
said not to reach more than 12,000, of whom not more than 300 or 400
are Turks, the rest being Arabs, Indians, Persians, Armenians, and Jews, the
Arabs constituting the majority of the community. Almost every inhabitant
of Baerah is engaged in trade in some way or another. Labour is, however,
very expensive on account of the evil reputation of its climate, no stranger
canng to risk the fever which is so prevelant, unless well remunerated.

The town of Basréh would afford abundance of supplies of all sorts;
the country round, besides rice, wheat, barley and five kinds of dates, yiclde
various sorts of fruits and vegetables. Among the former are apricots,
apples, figs, olives, pomegranates and grapes, and of the latter, cabbage, brocoli,
ettuce, onions, peas, beans and truffles in vast quantities. Towards the month
of November inconceivable swarms of fish enter the river, and swarms in every
canal. These are caught and cured andesold for one shilling the hundred-
weight. For six months the natives live on nothing else; besides the supply
of dates is practically unlimited.

The trade of Basrah is very extensive and consists of the export of dates,
salt, horses, and the import of rice and wood. 1t is said that upwards of 150
“ buggalows”’ come annually to Busrsh for cargoes of dates. These avernge
about 60 tons each, and ms their car may be valued at about £400
the value of the date export trade wauld ﬁbout £60,000. Large quantities
of corn from the neighhourhood of Sak-es-Shiok is brought bere and re-
exported. There is also a very large number of horses exported annually to
Bombay and also some to Calcutta.

Basrah was formerly the centre of the commerce in pearls obtained by
fishing at Bahrein and in the Gulf ; these are, however, now mostly sent to
Bombay direct.

Colonel Pelly states that the total value of the goods, consisting of piece-
goods, pepper, sugar, miscellaneous, imported into Basrab from Bombay
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amount to from £150,000 to £200,000 anpually. From Baghdad goods to
the value of from £50,000 to £100,600 are received, while the total exports
amount to £ 400,600, Basrah besidesimporta fruit and tobacco from Persia,
indigo, sugar, spices, iron, English and Indisn manufactures from various

rts of the Indian Empire, and coffee and slaves from the Red Sea. A very
small part of these importations is consumed at Basrsh ; the rest is forwarded
to Bagbdad, whither dates and salt are also sent.

All the trude operations of Busrah are undertaken at certain fixed times
regulated by the scason and the monsoon. The first dates are gathered in
September and sent to the Red Sea, but as it is utterly impossible to enter
that sea when the north wind prevails, vessels do not attempt to suil till
after the end of January. No vesscls depart for India until the south-west
monsoon is nearly over, that is towards the month of October, and in case
of a favournble passage two tripe may be made in a season. Vessels enter-
ing the Rod Sea are detained there until the month of May; meanwhile
they dispose of their cargoes, and purchase new ones. They make but
one voyage, which lasts about a year. Those which sail for Bombay take
care to quit that port before the end of May, for fear of the south-west
monsoon ; and they return to Baardh in the middle of summer.

In order to proceed to Baghdad, it is also requisite to watch for a favour-
able moment, that is to say, when the waters have attained a sufficient
height ; and this rise takes place about the month of June. The vessels
which are to be loaded with merchandise then assemble and form a flotilla
which is called car. When thus collected, the crew and the passengers may
be estimated from one to two thousand, and consequently are enabled to
defend themselves agsinst the marauding Araba. It is only by accompanyiug
the car that travellers are able to go with perfect security from one town to
the other, but a great deal of patience is required, as the voyage generally
lasts 40 days. The fotilla starts three times a year at most, but its depar-
ture is always regulated by the arrival of ships from Bengal.

Townrds the close of the year indigo is gathered in India, at which period
all the vessels of Basrah are at Bombay. The first produce of their mer-
chandise is remitted by Jewish or Mahamadan merchants to Caleutta for the
purchase of indigo. These purchascs are entrusted to agents in Bengal, who
freight one or two ships, the Captains of which are almost always the same,
and are accustomed to the Persian Gulf; and by these vessels the indigo is
sent. They leave Bengal in February, and arrive at Basrzh about June,
after having touched at Muscat, Bandar Abbas, Bishabr, and Mahamra.

Formerly Basrah manufactured large quantities of rose water, sweetmeats,
and aniseed, which last was distilled in the town. The rose water of Basrah,
for the prepuration of which whole fielde were set apart, long held a repu-
tation of pre-eminent excellence. But now scarcely any vestige of the
manufacture remnins. The sweetmeats were mostly made with the peal
of bitter oranges, hut pears, apples, and apricots were also preserved. The
dietillation of anieeed was principally carried on by Christians and Jews, but
there is very little made of it now.

The climate of Basrah is said to be extremely unhealthy, owing to the
noxious missma generated by the sun, the overtlowing of the river, and the
luxurions vegetation combined. The heat is excessive in the summer, the
thermometer reaches as much as 120° in the shade. At this time all who
can, desert the place, as it is very fatal to life and especially to Europeans.
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All who cannot, take to their * Sardabs,” a species of dark cellars under
ground. But the great cause of its unhealthiness is the inundations of the
river. These are not of long duration, and it is said that as long as the
dyke along the river wus kept in order they did not cause much harm, but
since the repmir has been discontinued the place has become more and more
uphealthy, till now it is regarded as a veritable pest-house.

The British Residency st Basrah is situated at the south of Majil, three
miles above the town, on the right bank of the river. 1t is a large building
with plenty of accommodation and some commissariat godowns, surrounded
by a thick date grove,

Busrah formerly belonged to the Arabs, but was conquered by the Turks
in 1568, and since that time has witnessed many revolutions. After a siege
of eight mouths, it wus taken by the Persians, under Sadik Khan, in 1777.
This Prince held it about a year, when aspiring to the throne of Persia, on
the death of his brother, Karim Khan, he evacuated the city and retired
with his troops to Shiréz, where bhe was shortly afterwands put to death.
The Turks were again deprived of Basrah in 1787 by the Shékh of the
Montefik Arabs: but the town was soon recovered by Salimdn Pasha,
who, in the October following, encountered the Shekh on the banks of the
Euphrates, and put him to flight. The Masulim or Guvernor has ever
since been sent from Baghdad, and is in general an officer of high rank.
(Fontanier— Winchester— Pelly— Wray— Kinneir.)

BASTORAH CHAL —Lat. Long. Elev.
A rver of Kardistan which joins the Zab River, near the village of
Kasroki. (Chesney.)

BATAN KOI.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in the Province of Arzrim, Amatic Turkey, on the left bank of the
Aras, 40 miles east of thut place. (Brant.)

BATIL.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in the Provinee of Diarbakr, Asiatic Turkey, on right bank of Bitlis
S, where it joins the Bohtan Sa. It is situated on a mound on angles
formed by the junction of the two rivers, and is built of stone from some
old massive buildings in the centre of the mound, portions of which are seen
protruding from the ground all round its bas¢ and for some way up the
slope.  (Taylor.)

BATMAN SO0.— Lat Long. Elev.
A river of Province Disrbukr, Asiatic Turkey, which rises in the
mountains of Darkush Tagh, in about latitude 3%°15°, longitude 41°10°
and formed from the lesser streams of the Kulp, Kanshan, aud Sarum 8a,
and flowing south five miles east of Miafurkeyn, falls into the Tigris
opposite Zewa village. On the road between Miafarkeyn and Arzen it is
crossed by a fine old bridge of a single arch, 40 feet high. The river is here
easily fordable in October, being not more than three feet, but like all
t(.l;‘ese streams is subject to considerable rises after rain in mountaina.

uylor.)

BATNAIA.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in the Provinee of Mtsal, Asiatic Turkey, situsted to the north of
Miisal on the road to Alkosh. It is inbabited by Chaldeans. (fick.)

BATUM—Lat. 41° 39’ Long. 41° 37’ Elev.
A seaport town in the Province of Kars, Asiatic Turkey, on the cast shore of
the Black Ses, and four miles north from the mouth of the Chorak River,
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It ie irregularly built, contains a bazaar situated on the west side of the bay
close to the sea, about 60 shops, several coffee-houses. Khans and a moeque
all built of wood. 1t can scarcely be eaid to possess a harbour, being open to
the north-west winds, but vessels lie close to the shore and disembark with

ter facility than at any other part of the coast. Eastwick says it might
hold some five ships, but is capable of improvement and enlargement towards
the south-east. The roads to it from the interior are almost impassable, they
either lead over the summits of the mountaine which are covered with
snow, or through thick forests among steep rocks, so that as a point in a
line of communication the place is worthless and the climate is deadly to
strangers. Brant eays the cast side of the bay opposite the bazaar is
healthy and were it once placed on the rising ground there, it might be safely
inhabited at all seasons, and would be beyond the influence of the marshes;
since the breadth of the bay at that part is between twoand three miles, now
everybody is obliged to quit the place during the sickly season. The people
appear in some respects to resemble the Georgians, but their language is
different, and till within the last few years the authority of the Porte was
merely nominal. The Lazi are considered the bravest infantry in Asia
Minor, but are otherwise lawless banditti sgitated by never-ending death-
feuds. The doors and windows of their houses are musket-proof, but the
town might easily be burnt, for the houses are surrounded by dry thorn hedges
and many of the upper apartments are built of wood or even the branches
of trees. A quantity of timber, particularly walnut and box, as well as
honey and slaves, are exported to Constantinople. Veseels trading to Batom
always keep a good look-out, and even take hostages for the security of their
agents while transacting business. The country around is fertile in fruits,
corn, and rice. The west side of the bay is considered unhealthy, espe-
cially from July to October, the cust the reverse, having none of the marshy
ground around it which is the source of the insalubrity of the other. Popu-
lation 2,500,

The Russiane were very anxious to retain this place on the peace of the
Russo-Turkish war of 1828-20, but Eastwick says they lost it by a quibble
and a mistake in the spelling of & word. There is a Ruesian {'iee-Cousul
here. (Brant— MonteitA— Wagner— Eastwick.)

BAVUN MIRDEH—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in Kardistan about 10 miles west of Stlimania. It is described
as a large village. (Rich.)

BAYAT—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in the Province of Baghdid, Asiatic Turkey, on the Tib, a tributary
of therTigris. It is inhabited by Lare and Beni Lam Arabs.  (Layard.)

BAYAZID.—Lat. 30° 24 Long. 44° 20’ Elev.
A town in the province of same name, Asiatic Turkey, 140 miles south-east of
Arzriim, on the south-west of Ararat, from which it is separated by a plain
of about 10 miles in width. The town is placed on a narrow eloping ridge
which projects from a deep recess in these rocky precipices facing Ararat,
and is crowned by the Pasha’s palace, a beautiful edifice of stone with two
domes and a minaret, a strange contrast to the gloomy hovels below. The
palace, one of the finest buildings in Turkey, 18 an oblong, divided into an
outer court, a caravanserai, and the apartments of the Pasha, which include a
mosque. The outer walls are high and strong, the spacious courts are paved
with etone, and the doors and windows are ornamented with beautiful
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arabesque carving. The fortifications are for the most part excavated in the
perpendicular rocks east of the place. They consist of batteries, covered
passages, and round towers built on projecting ledges, and extend far up the
precipice ; all are deserted and half ruined. There is a spring of water in
the rock, but the fortress is untenable against artillery, for an opposite hill,
quite within cannon-shot, looks down into the greater part of the works.
The town is now in a most dilapidated and ruined state, the bazaars are
wretched and ill supplied, and the place does not wear the appearsnce of
commercinl activity. The people are an uncouth and ill-disposed race, and
have contracted the rude manners of the Ktird tribes hy which they are
surrounded and with whom they are in constant contact. Fraser says of it—
This is a 4ruly eingular place. A jutting rock, projecting from a high and
most ruggred mountain, cut into thousands of ravines, is crowned by the
castle. The city is built among the clefts on either side, and you do not see
half of it until you climb up and get into it as into a bird’s nest. One
wonders what tempted men to choose a spot so unpromising for a city, even in
regard to security, for not only is it commanded on all sides but the inhabi-
tants themselves have a most difficult ascent to surmount cvery time they
leave and return to their houses with the thousand other inconveniences
which must attach to so lofty a dwelling.

The evidences of the fallen condition of Bayazid are patent at every foot-
step as you clamber from ruin to ruin. The miserable bazaars of scattered
shops are furnished without the very dregs of the necessaries of life, and
the wretched shop-keepers sit among their tumble-down tenemcents like the
withered remnants of an exhausted people.

It was here that M. Jaubert, sent on a mission by Napoleon to the Shah
of Persia, was wayluid and confined.

The present reigning family of Bayazid are Kards of the Zilanli tribe, and
date their rise froa Mahmad Pasha, whom they call Bazarg, or the Great.
Ile was succeeded by Ishak Pasha, who commenced the handsome castle, which
is the residence of the present Pasha, and who also was a great Chief, and a
great tyrant. On his death his brother, Thrahim, made an effort to set
aside bis nephew, Mahamad ; but the young man’s rights were asserted by
the father of Sadak Beg, at that time the most powerful noble of the coun-
try, who succeeded in placing him on the musnund.  Mahamad, however, died
after a few months, and waa suceeeded by Ibrahim, who revenged himself for
the opposition of the Onverdi Chief, by destroying all the property of his
family in the town, while Sadak Beg himsclf, then a youth, was foreed to
fly for his life; nor did he return till after the death of lbrahim, which
took place some years after. Ibrahim was eventually taken prisoner by the
Turkish Governor at Arzrdm, who pillaged his treasury, and carried him off
to that city, placing Behlal, son of Mahamad, upon the ‘musnud.’ About
four or five years afterwnds Behll, who was deficient in all the qualities
requisite to form a fit ruler of so turbulent a country, was in his turn carried
off to Arzram along with every thing the Usmanlis could lay hands upon.
Next came the war with Persia in 1822, when the pillage was completed by
All Khan, the Persian General, who took up his quarters at Bayazid, and
swept away the miserable leavings of the Turks. The Pasha, and all the
Chiefs they could catch, including Sadak Beg, were made prisoners on this
occasion and carried off to Khol, where some, if not the whole, of them wera
detained a year.  Still plandered and trampled on as they were by Turk and
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Persian, the population of Bayazid remained, and with it the materials of
reviving prosperity. The finishing blow was reserved for Russia, who by
utterly depopulating both town and country, and pillaging the little that
had been collected since past misfortunes, deprived Loth of the means of
renovation, while they wantonly destroyed what they could not carry off.
It is wearcely possible that the pluce can be re-peopled ; it has neither com-
merce nor facilities for manufactures of sny sort, nor any advantage of
situation to recommend it. lts former population and prosperity were
owing, probably, to the protection which the inhabitants enjoyed in a strong
fortress, under bold and successtul Chiefs ; this now being at an end there 1s
nothing to induce a fresh colony to re-occupy the ruins.

In the Russo-Turkish war of 1824-9 Bayazid surrendered to Prince Tchef-
chewadza after a few shots, and Genernl Penkratieff’s division wintered here
after the first campaign.

In the ensuing campaign, while Paskiwitz wus pursuing his victorious
march to Arzram the Pasha of VEn assembled all the men he could and
made a vigorous attempt to drive the Russians out of Bayaztl. The garri-
son consisted of 2,000 Rugsian troops and 1,000 Armenian militia. The Pasha
rucceeded in bringing about 10,000 men and seven guns to the attack and
after a hanl contest he drove the Russians from all their outworks into
the old and new castles. The Turks then made four determined attacks on
the Russian forts, much reduced by the loss of 400 men and four guns;
they were, however, repuised after having lost in the actions betwean the
6ith and 20th June nearly 2,000 men. The Pasha then retired.—(Kinneir—
Monteith—Waguer— Fraser—Stuart— Brant—Imperial Gazelleer.)

BAZANI—Lat. Long. Elev.

A villige in the Province of Misal, Asiatic Turkey, 18 miles north-east of
Masal. It is situated under a line of hills and has an extensive olive wood in
front of it, from which much of the olive oil used in Misal is taken. Itis
principally consumed in the manufacture of soap, not being of a sufficiently
good quality for eating probably from negligence in the preparation. It 18
inhabited by Yezds or, as they call themselves here, Dassini, and some Syrian
Catholics.— (Ric4.)

BAZAR CHAl—Lat. Long. Elev.
A river in the district of Karabagh, Trans-Caucasia, Russia.—(Chesney.)
BAZIAN—Lat. Long. Elev.

A range of hills of Kordistén situated some 20 miles west of Solimania.
They appear to be a spur of the main Kardistdin runge from Mount Azmir.
There are two passes over it, called Seghirmeh and Darband-i-Bazian.
The range is of calcareous formation and the strata all incline to the west.
There is a (Government of Bazian which is said to extend from a stream call-
ed the red valley half an hour west of the Darband, to the summita of the
hills north-cast of Derghezin, under Mount Azmir. In this range are found
deer, willl gouts, bears and leopards.—(&ick.)

BEBBEH—Lat. Long. Elev.
A division of the Kards, who are now dominant at Salim&nia. 'The
were formerly very powerful, all the country as far as Zengabad, Mendals,
Bedran Jesran, with Altdn Kdpri, Arbel, and even Senna heing subject to
them. They have a tradition tbat they are descended on the female side
from Keighan, a European Princese, whose life was spared by their ancestor,
Fakib Ahmad, and who in return married him.
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The Bebbehs were feudul Chiefs ot Pizhder, under the Sorans, and ther
capital ut that time was Darishmana, but which is now a miserable villuge
of about eighteen houses.

‘The Bebbeh family was a branch of the Sekkir clan, and that the Slim-
kis and Ghellalis were related to them. The Bebbeh family has chiefly ren-
dered itself remarkable since the extinetion of the ancient house of Soran,
about two hundred years ago. They fimt descended from Mount Pizhder,
conquered Mergeh, Morwutt, and Kizzeljee from the Persians, and Zengench
from a particular family, a part of which is now existing at Kirmanshah, who,
though they speak Kardish, are not accounted real Kurds; possibly the
family was of the peasant race.

BECIHHEBARMAK—Lat. Long. Elev.
A remarkable mountain on a spur of the Caucasus, which terminates north
of the district of Apsheron, Georgia. (Cherney.)

BEDISTAN—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in the sub-division of Kizlji, Stlimania, Turkish Kardistan.

It is situated at the foot of the hills, and is curiously thrust in, not n the
most advantageous situation, under the foot of an insulated rock about 200
feet in height, which cuts it off from the vale in which the Bedistan River
flows and renders its position warm and close. On the south the hills are
very high composed seemingly, like all the hills in this part, of gypsum,
vanously tinged withiron and some schistous lamincee and clothed with dwarf
oak. On the north is a bare high rock, at the foot of which the villuge
stands, and on whose summit are some vestiges of building. The whale
breadth of the interval between the rock and the hills does not exceed a
quarter of a mile. To the east it is more open, and the view in that direc-
tion is bounded by mountains. The village is the capital of Kizlji. It
contains about 50 houses, of which 15 or 20 are inhabited by Jews.
The DBedistan River (which is sometimes called the Tatlun) joins the
Kizlji River below Karacholan. Not far south of Bedistan are some
warm springs.  Rich, following the Kirdish pronunciation, culls this place
Bistan. (fich.) '

BE-DOKAN——Lat. Long. Elev.
A small canal which leaves the Shat al-Hai 20 miles below its junction
with the Shat-al-Amab, in the Province of Baghdad. (Chesney.)
BEDOUINS—Lat. Long. Elev.

A tribe of Shamr Arabs who inhabit the northern part of the Al-Juzira in
the Province of Baghdad, Asiatic Turkey. They pay no tribute whatever to
the Turkish Government; on the contrary, their headmen receive a monthly
salary from the Turks, and levy in uddition black mail from every traveller
and caravan passing through their territory, and also from all the villages
and towns in the plains subject to them. They are the curse of the country,
and have totally put a stop to everything like cultivation and improvement
In the splendid tracts they call their own. Under a strong Government and
with the water system, soil and climate of that part of the Al-Jazira, ter-
minated by the Jaghzagha and Khabar, several thousand bales of cotton
alone of a very fair quality might be raised annually. Now, however, the
country is literally a desert, s vast uninhabited plain, though studded profusely
with old tumula and heaps of rubbish, the former sbodes of an exuberant,
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peaceful, and industrions population. The names and numbers of the
different tribees subject to these Bedouins are exhibited in the following
table :—

Kburesseh ... 800 Teunts.
Fedagha ... . 2000
Thabet - ... Looo
Aldeh e oo 2,000
Es Saieh

Saich 500

El Eslem 1,500 2,500 Tents.

Ep Ledeyd 600 .
Fedngha, 8 tribe of Anezee with tlle Shamr 3,000
Tai Arabs with Shamr . Lo

Total Tents ... 13,500 or 81,000 souls.
All these tribes are sub-divided into septs. The Mahamad or reigning
tribe belongs to the Khuresseh. )

BELAD RUZ—Lat. Long. Elev.

A canal which leaves the lower bank of the Disla River, in the Province of
Baghdad, between the Hamrin hills and the village of Shahraban. It is the
most north and east of all the cuts from the lower bank of the Diala River,
south of the Hamrin, and being nearest to the base of the range has con-
sequently the decpest bed with high steep banks. It waters the country as
far south as Mandali and formerly extended far below it. It is crossed on the
road between Shuhraban and Kizl Rabat by a fine brick bridge. (Jones.)

BELED—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in the Province of Baghdad, Asiatic Turkey, on the right bank
of the Tigris, between the Nahrwan canal and the junction of the Adheym
River. Tt is the chief village of the district of Dijel.  (&ic4.)
BELIK—Lat. Long. Elev.
A river of the Province of Orfa, Asmt,lc Turkey, which, rising at a spring
called Al-Dhaha biyah or Dabeneea near Harran, fulls into the Euphrates.
On its left bank a few miles below the ruins of the city is a palace of the
Khalif Al-mansar, and above Rakkah. (Cheaney.)

BELLEV E—Lat. Long. Elev.
A sub-division of the Urdabad division of the Erivan province of Russia.
(Cheaney.)

BENA VILLI—Lat. Lon Elev.

A village in the sub-division of Surocl%k Salimanis, Kardistan, situated
10 miles east of Salimania. There is a fine spring of water here, in which
are many large fish of the carp species.  All the land on the south of this
village is in the district of Sarochik, while that to the north-west is in
district of Shahr-t Buzar, (&ich.)

BENI HASHAM—Lat. Long. Elev.
A small tribe of Arabs who live in the Province of Baghdsd between
Samavat and Khugil.—(Kinaeir).

BENI LAM—Lat. Elev.
A powerful tribe of Arabs, of whom ard gives the following account :—
They occupy the south-eastern portion og the Province of Baghdad and are
included in that Government, thongh many of their divisions occasionally
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encamp within the provinee of Khazistan, Persia. It is difficult to deter-
mine with any certainty the territories of the Chief (Shekh) of this tribe.
The Beni Lam encamp even at the gutes of Mandali and occupy the country
Letween that town and Badral. The plains at the foot of the mountaina
from Mandali to the banks of the River Kerkhah afford them pasturage for
their cattle during the winter, although a portion of this country belongs to
the Feili by whom it is occupied.

The village of Beyat which they inhabit belongs to them as well as half
the district of Petak. On the banks of the Tigris they are found from the
vicinity of Kut-el-Hamra to almost the junction of that river with the
Euphrates. The low hills dividing the plains of Dasht-Abbas from that of
Iwan-1-Kerkhah are usually considered their western boundarics, Iwan being
it ig said on Persian ground. The Beni Lam also encump on the banks of
the Kerkhah although their territories terminate about cight or ten miles to
the west. of it.

The tribe is divided into numerous branches, the names of which are:—

Chenansh Hiyyyjeh. Belasim. Taurah.
Mayzah. Luweimi. Daheimi. Gereizat.
Giheleimi. Zebadah. Dhehebat. ! Zohrizah.
Keserayi-Albas-Turki. | Sheitat. . Yuranizah. | Sekur.
Kencrayi Shamki. Ebn Abdal Khan. Surkah. Artah.
Kosernyi Ali Hussein, | Beshasshujeh. Kerran. ! Beai Temim.
Chab. Tukujal. Allani. ' .

Seyzid Hasan. Beni Akubsh. Murrizh. Betrageh.
Derbelu. Soweid. + El Turezzad. ’ Al Bu Mahomed.
Zihrij, Al Bukabud. . Asherat Kelati. | Bukamar.
Homel-el-Hamud. Beit Haran. | Beit Zohrah. Al Bu Dariyeh.
El-Jaill ! Sadah. Beni Sevzid. Barrah.
Benkhomeia, | Sheikh Namah. ! Ben Dahan Ardishah.

Alm Chamel. Beit Mobanna. | Al Ralimah, Ben Moalla.
Hanefizeh. Arkhan, | Mennll Radhi or Razi.
Moknuin, Otrelf | rasah. Hewar.
Habubah. Seyzid Abul. Seymd Mohsmed. Bheikh Ahmed.

Of these tribes the Kesarayl-Abbu.s-Turkl, Keserayi Shamki, Kceserayi Ali
Hussein, Sheitat, Yuranizah, Sekur, Ebn Abdal Khan usually encamp on the
banks of the river Kerkhah within the territories of the Wali of Hawiza.
The Beni Lam oceupying the frontiers of the Turkish and Persian empires
are but slightly dependent upon either. They are continually engaged in
plundering expeditions, and in war are most treachcrous and dishonest and
proverbinlly feared throughout the province. Although there is a Chief
(Shékh) for the whole tribe yet each division has its own Shékh, who, conti-
pually engaged in plundering and robbing, is very little under ¢ mtrol. It is
difficult to cstimate positively the number of families composing this very
extensive tribe, but it is probable that with their dependencies they amount
to nearly 30, 000. When Layard visited them the principal Shekh, whose
nuthority was not acknowledged by all the tribe, could muster about 15,000
armed men, of which perhaps 4,000 to 5,000 were horscmen. 1n wars w:tb the
Montefik Arabs the Beni Lam had heen continually defeated and they are
probably deficient in courage. During the summer they congregate near the
Tigris and on the borders of the vast inland marshes formed Ly its waters.
In the winter and summer (sic.) they usually encamp in the sandstone and

g{pﬂum hills running parallel to the great range, or in the plains at the foot
the mountains. They mix with the Feili trﬁ;n of Pasht-i-koh and pasture
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their flocks on their lands for which they yearly pay a small sum to the
Chief (Wali). They are usually on good terms with the inhabitants of the
mountains, whose Chiefs continually take refuge in their tents when oppressed
by the Government or expelled by their own tribes. The Beni Lam pay a
capitation tax to the Pasha of Baghdad and occasionally send presents to the
Persian (tovernor of Khnzistan.

Jones’ account, however, differs 8o much from the above that I prefer to
giving it whole to cndeavouring to reconcile their statements, “ Next in
order to the Montefik is the great tribe of Beni Lam, occupying both
bunks of the Tigris, from the Hai river to the Hud. They are said Lo
derive their origin from one Waiil, a contemporary and comrade of Khalid
in the wars of Mahamad, whose power united them under a common banner.
Their name, Beni Lam, signifies *“ the collected sons.” Like the Montefik
they bhave become broken from internal jealousies fomented by the Turks.
Two Shékhs now govern separate portions of the tribe. They are thus

greatly weakened. They pay an irregular tribute, but thcy are assessed at
nhout a lakh of Shamics, exclndmg contingent presents :—

Ashair Beni Lam Families. Tenis Locality.
Al Syrkheb l(l) Ali Ghurbi.
Al Weymi 200 Al Gubboor to the hills.
Arh Shibhatat 100 Ali Sherki to the hills.
Al Khasrej 250 Nahr Sead to the hills.
Ad Dilfiye 70 Jowriyeh to the hills.
Al Hessan 250 Jibbeyleh.
Al Nebgan 120 Amareh.
Al Athhibat 100 Ghardali.
Al Halfeh 400 Habbesiyeh.
Al .Jaaoureh 120 Al Jebel.
Al Auwuneh 60 Al Nuaseh.
Al Harb 350 Kharvaniyeh,
Al Debbyis 200 Al Haddam.
Al Hawnzeh 50 Heisheh.
Al Kananeh al Kamnr 500 Amareh.
Ad Dereisaat 61!) With the Shekh.
Al'bu Feradi Amareh.

This is the native estimate of their strength but it is probably much over-
stated. An allowance of a gun to a tent 18 & fair estimate of their strength
in this arm. They are good horsemen, have plenty of flocks and herds, besides
camels and tolerable borses. When at feud with the authorities, tlley stop
the trade by the river, and at all times levy a toll on pussing boats. They
encourage cultivators from the Liiristan mountains near them to cultivate
the great plains they occupy, but do not degrade themselves by tilling the
ground. They take the daughters of the neighbouring Al'ba Mahamad
tribes as wives, but will not give their females in marriage to them, or
indeed to any race inferior to themselves. The tribe are ull Shishs of a
funatica] class.  When pressed by the Government, they fly into the Persian
territories  bordering upon Hawiza. One portion of this tribe, at strife
with the rest, has been located in Persian terntory for years past.

BENI TIMIN.—Lat. Long. Elev.
Two tribes of Arabs, one of which numbers 150 tents and resides Letween
Sindieh und the Adheym in the Province of Baghdad, and the other numbers
300 tents and resides at Belad Ruz. They are portions of an ancient Nejd
family but degenerated mto settled cultivators in various parts.—(Junes.)
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BENI TIMIN.—Lat. Long. Elev.
A tribe of Arabs who wander in the Province of Baghdad, Asiatic Turkey,
west of Baghdad s far as Musyib near Akarkif. They number 300 tents
and are mixed, pastoral and agricultural. ‘Thev are warlike and possess
good horses and one gun per tent. They are of genuine Bedouin stock but
have degenerated.— (Jones.)

BERDIZAWI—Lat. Long. Elev.
A river of Kordistan, which is believed to rise in the slopes of the Ardish
Tagh some miles south of the east extremity of Lake Van, from whence it
winds through limestone formation with a general direction south-south-
east to its junction with the Jilamerik brauch of the Zab River at Kiyan
in Warenddm in about Lat 37°5’ Long $3°30." In the latter part of ite course
it is augmented by the Maranin and Leiluin and several other streams. On
the upland of Lethdn the Berdizdwi is divided into three Lranches which
unite lower down. The most westerly is the smallest, being only a few
yards in width, the second comes from north-west and is 20 yards wide
and very deep, and its channel much filled with boulders; the third comes
from north 20° east and is 22 yards wide and from four to six feet deep.
There are twig bridges over each of these streames benecath which they roll
with the noise and rapidity of mountain torrents. To the north of the junction
of the Maranén River and south of that of Leihin the Berdiziwi falls with
a roaring noise and cloud of foam and spray over a fall formed by the cliffs
on either bank meeting in the centre of the stream. This river is crossed by
twig bridges below the Leihin junction and above the Marsndn junction.—
(dimsworth—Chesney.)

BERGUSHET—Lat. Long. Elev.
A river of the district of Karalagh, Georgia, which joine the left bank of
the Aras river a short distance from its junction with the Kir. (Chesney).

BERRA WI—Lat. Long. Elev.
A district of Kardistan on the Zab River. It consists of a long valley,
which is dotted with villages of Christians. The villages of Chaldeans in
Berrawi huving priests are Bebal, Ankari, Malaktah, Halwa Bismigubh,
Dari, Jyat, Aina Nimi, Dhrisaki Mayab, Akushta, Misekeh, Robarah,
Dergehli, Taskish, Besh, Haris; of these Darishki and Mayah alone have no
churches. The Bishop of Berraw! is the only church dignitary in the
mountains besides the patriarch Mar Shimon. Berriwi is the name of a sub-
division of the Bahdindn tribe of Kiirds, as is Berrawi Sur.  (Ainsworth).

BESHDAGH—Lat. Long. Elev.
See Piategomsk, of which it is the Turkish name. (Skief).
BETOSH—Lat. Long. Elev.

A village in Kairdistan described to be three hours’ distant in a north-west
direction from the village of Merwa, which is 60 miles north of Salimania and
40 miles west of Banna. 1t issitoated just under the range, the crest of which
here forms the boundary between Turkish Kardistan and Azarbaijan. Rich
writes this name Beytoosh. The neighbourhood of Betish is frequeuted
in summer by the tnbe of Bilbus. (RicA—Rawlinson.)
BIDAR—Lat. Long. Elev.

A valley in Kardistan formed by the head “aturs of the Bhotan 8, u tributary
of the Tigris. Itisa beautiful valley backed by an old castle and cmbedded
in fruitful and smiling gardens. (7nylw)
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BIELAIO—Lat. Long. Elev.
A river of the district of Baki in Trans-Caucasin, Russia. (Chesney.)
BILLIEU—Lat. Long. Elev.

A district of Lesgistan in the Caucasus, but where situated is not stated.
It seems to have been independent, the Government being a sort of Republie.
It beeame subject to Russin long before the other Lesgi States and appears
to have remained faithful to it. The country is described as beautifully
wooded and with the richest soil imaginable. It pays a tribute of 20,000
ducats to Russia. (Monleith.)

BINGOL SU—Lat. Long. Elev.
A river of the Province of Arzrim, Asiatic Turkey, which rises in the
Bing6l Tagh, a lofty range to the south and west of Khinis, and joins
the Kunleh Sa just beyond the bridge of Choban Kopri, through different
arches of which these streams run to unite below and form the Aras. As it
has a longer course and a grester volume of water than the Kaleh Sa, it is
entitled to be considered the principal source of the Aras, and indeed it is
often called by this name by the natives. (AinswortA— Brant.)

BINGOL TAGH—Lat. Long. Elev.
A mountain in the Province of Arzraim and 30 miles southi-west of that town,
and nearly in the centre of the spuce Lbetween the east and west branches of
Euphrates.

BIR—Lat. Long Elev.
A town in the Province of Orfah, Asiatic Turkey, on the left bank of Euprates.
It contains about 1,700 houses \vhu.h cover the valley, the bank of the river, and
also the side of the hill northward as well as east of the castle. Itis surrounded
by a substantial wall which is partly of Turkish architecture, partly that of the
middle ages.  The castle of Bir nees from the bank of the river so as to
command the passyre of the river on the opposite side. The town is sur-
rounded on the land side by a mud wall with towers at the angles and
pierced with loopholes. The strects are narrow but clean. In the centre ona
steep rock is an old ruined fortification. The rocks on which Bir is
built are of chalk and the houses are of the same matenal, the whiteness
of which in bright sunshine is painful to the eyes, on approachmg it from
Orfah, that is quite hid till you come quite close upon it. There is a fine
stream at the top of the hill which supplies the town with water. That of
the Euphrates is muddy and bud.  Bir has long been the point where cara-
vans and travellers from Aleppo o Orfah, Diarbakr, Baghdad and Persia
cross the Kuphrates and it is consequently one of the most frequented of
all the ferries on that river, and about 16 lurge passage bonts are kept here
in o state of repair for the use of the caravans, which occasionally number
as many as 5,000 camels. It is also the point from which Chesney
proposed to commence the navigation of the Euphrates. 1t in 140 miles
from the Mediterranean at the mouth of the Orontes and 1117 to the
Persian Gulf by the windings of the river. (Chesney—Pollinglon.)

BIRCHALI—Lat. Long. Elev.
A village in Georgia on the banks of the Grain,a tributary of the Kar river.
BIRS NUMRID—Lat. Long. Elev.

Some ruins in the Province of Baghdad, Asiatic Turkey, situated six miles
from Hillah, supposed by Nichuhr, Rich, and others to have been the celebrated
temple of Belus.—(('ﬁesney).
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BITLIS—Lat. Long. Elev. 5,156.

A town in the Province of Maeh, Asiatic Turkey. This town has a
very remarkable appearance, placed in a wide ravine which is open to the
east but closed by high mountaine to the west; the houses are dirpersed
over the sides of the steep banks of the stream which runs through it and on
several neighbouring hills. The stream is crossed by single arched bridges,
which are sufficiently numerous to afford u ready passsge from one part of
the town to another. The form of the town is therefore most irregular, the
houses are built of red stone which is cut into square blocks, and all are
flat roofed; the generality are of two-stories with grated windows to the street
which produces more resemblance to the towns of Europe than to those of
Persia. 'The streets are paved with round stones. From the irregular manuner
in which the houses are scattered over the hills, intermingled with gardens,
‘the town covers a considerable space of ground ; it is not enclosed by & wall,
but this is scarcely necessary, each house being in fact a fortress and a strong
one too. It is said by Shiel to contain 1,500 houses, of which 500 are occu-
pied by Armenians, but Brant saysit has 2,000 Mahamadan and 1,000 Arme-
nian families. To this class belong the bukers, butchers, grocers, &e., of the
city. Bitlis contains four caravanserais, three large and 12 small mosques, three
baths, cight Armenian churches, and one Nestorian. The large mosques have
each one very tall minaret which has a very pleasing effect. Of butchers, bakers,
gunsmiths,and silversmiths the number is very considerable, there being nearly
20 of each trade. The bazaars are extensive and apparently well stocked; they
are entirely terraced over, and the roof is used as a highway for foot passen-
gers. The road through them runs between the shops, and is narrow, searcely
permitting more than the passage of two persons abreast, and from the crowd
which throngs them they are difficult to make one’s way through. They are
very dork, the light being admitted only by means of holes made for the
purposes at intervals in the roof. The principal manufacture is coarse striped
cotton cloth, and the chief export is tobhacco, pears, apples, plums, apricots,
grapes, melons; cucumbers, lettuces, cabbages, and other vegetables come to
perfection.

The most remarkable object in Bitlis is the old castle which is placed in
the centre of the town, on a rock thirty feet in height and built up with
stone to the elevation of about 100 feet; the walls are extremely thick and
loosholed, und the narrow and steep passage which gives admission to the fort
is defended by several strong gates; the extent of the inside mauy he 120
yards, it is now in ruine and filled with old houses. The wall is strength-
ened by several square bastions on the outside,

The Begs of Bitlis were alwavs powerful enough to preserve their inde-
p_endence until they were subdued by the father of Amir Pasha, since which
time the Beg has been attached to the Pashalik of Mash; eighty villages
were said to huve been under the Beg, and his territory therefore formed
about one-third of the present Pashilik of Mash. The residence of the
Beg is situated on a sbort spur thrown out towards the south from the
mountains and running half way across the mouth of the east raviue.
The level summit of the spur is occupied by the building from the walls of
which the ground slopes abruptly ; on the west it overhangs the town; on the
east the ravine which unites with the main valley onder the south termi-
nation of the epur. This elevated position, upwards of 300 feet above the
valley, ensures & cool breeze in summer when the town below is oppressed
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with heat. Thie palace was erected about 30 years ago; it is a rude
and extepnsive building. In the centre is 8 quadmngular court, with a
copious fountain of fine water placed on the side facing the entrance:
three eides are devoted to the use of the male portion of the Beg’s
establishment and his own sitting and receiving rooms, and the fourth
to the harem. The ground Hoor contains the stsbling and store-
houses. ln thut alone are the rooms, which are all entered from an
open gallery overlooking the court. The windows are on the outer
walls of the building and command extensive views, In the centre of the
rovms are bare flag-stones, and on either side is a raised soft bench on which
are felt'with cushions. In summer the heat at Bitlis is not oppressive except
in situations inaccessible to the breeze, which usually blows down the valley.
In winter the snow falls and drifts into the valleys to so great a depth that
the communication with other places is always ditlicult and often interrupted.
In point of trade Bitlis is the most important place in the Pashalik, yet still its
commercial transactions are far from extensive. The consumption of foreign
articles is emall in quantity and limited in vaniety. No coffee but that of
Mokha is used, which is brought from Baghdad; a small quantity of East
India indigo is required for a dyeing establishment, which is
generally supplied through Arzrim and Persia.  Unbleached British
calicoes are sold to 8 moderate extent, and shawls to a less: besides these
some woollen cloths, printed calicoes, and gay-coloured silks and satins are
purchased, and a small quantity of refined sugur. The principal consumption
is in the manufactures of Damascus, Aleppo, and Disrbakr, aud coarse cotton
cloths are manufactured here largely and imported also from different parts
of the country for the purpose of being dyed red. This place is celebrated
for the brightness of the colour produced, and the cloths thus dyed are
exported to distant parts of the country as well as to Georgia. A few Europeun
eulicoes ure likewise dyed but the great bulk are Native. The manufacture
of short heavy calicoes is very extensive throughout the whole country.
The cotton used is mostly grown in the districts of Shirvan to the south
and Khargan to the west, but it is imported likewise from Khot.  Although
the raw cotton is us dear as in England, and although the yarn is spun by
hand and woven by the most ordinary process, yet the calico is sold cheap:
and it is to he doubted whether the British manufacture could be got to compete
with it, on account of the low quality the great weight of cotton usege in
the latter and the grest expense of & long land carriage on an article so
bulky and at the same time of compuratively so little value. The production
of calicoes amounts to several hundred thousand piects, but a tolerably
exact account canuot possibly be obtained. The madder used in dyeing the
red colour is produced in Shirvan. Galls are brought to Bitlis for sale from
the Kardistan mountains to the east and south. A consideruble quantity
of gum traguneanth muy be collected on the mouutains. There are two
plants, one with a white and the other with a pink flower. The former
vields a white gum, which is exported to Europe, and the latter, a brown kind,
of very inferior quality, whichis used entirely in Turkey. The gum is
collected by persons who traverse the mountains for the purpose; they clear
away the earth from the roots of the plants and make incisions on them
from which the juice exudes and in 8 day or two hardens, when the people
return to gather it. The occupation affords but a trifling remuneration
ua